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Click here to follow on Twitter 

Center on Capital & Social Equity - www.inequalityink.org 

News, Events & Opinions – Nov. 9 – Dec. 8, 2022 

 

Thanks to the Washington Post for running most of our letter 

responding to Sen. Hawley's op-ed: 

How to make the GOP more appealing to voters - WaPost 

 

The unedited version below has something to say about both 

political parties: 

Sen. Hawley is right on doing more for workers – but the GOP (and 

Dems) need to deliver concrete economic benefits 

_________ 

 

News, Events & Opinions 

 

Social Security offices critical to disability 
benefits hit breaking point - WaPost 

 

"State operations that review claims face massive 
backlogs ,  leaving disabled Americans wait ing months  and 

even years for  judgments ."  

In  Austin ,  TX:  "Nearly 40 percent  of  the examiners had quit  
s ince January,  dr iven out by crushing workloads and low 

https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
http://www.inequalityink.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/24/how-make-gop-more-appealing-voters/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/letter%20-%20Sen%20Hawley%20and%20helping%20workers%20-%20WaPost%2011-20-2022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/letter%20-%20Sen%20Hawley%20and%20helping%20workers%20-%20WaPost%2011-20-2022.pdf
https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/12/05/social-security-disability-benefit-offices-backlog-breaking-point/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/12/05/social-security-disability-benefit-offices-backlog-breaking-point/
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wages that  could not compete in  the high -tech 
boomtown. . .  

"The same system has  collapsed in  many of  the other  state 
off ices  where Social  Sec uri ty  has outsourced reviews of  
disabi l i ty  claims —  a  decentral ized,  convoluted structure  
Congress created nearly  seven decades ago to  let  low -
paid state  employees rule on who should get federal  
benefi ts .  

"Now more than a  mil l ion Americans wait  in  l imbo ju st  to  
hear  whether  they wil l  get assistance —  the f i rst  step in  a  
system of  drawn -out  judgments and appeals  that can 
ult imately take years before a resolution. . . "  

__________ 

Study Reveals  Encampment Sweeps Are Harmful to 
Homeless People’s  Health  -  invisiblePeople  

__________ 

 

L.A.  teachers  union seeks 20% raise,  saying educators  are 
stressed out and pr iced out -  LA Times 

__________ 

The Erosion of Employer -Sponsored Health 
Insurance and Potential  Policy Responses - 

Georgetown CHIR 

"About  half  of  Americans  are covered by employer -
provided health insurance plans,  but  the adequacy of  
these plans  has  been eroding over  t ime.  This  has left  many 
low-income workers  facing s ignif icant  f inancial  burden 

https://invisiblepeople.tv/study-reveals-encampment-sweeps-are-harmful-to-homeless-peoples-health/
https://invisiblepeople.tv/study-reveals-encampment-sweeps-are-harmful-to-homeless-peoples-health/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-12-06/l-a-teachers-union-is-demanding-a-20-raise-and-rallies-to-step-up-contract-talks?utm_id=78607&sfmc_id=799098
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-12-06/l-a-teachers-union-is-demanding-a-20-raise-and-rallies-to-step-up-contract-talks?utm_id=78607&sfmc_id=799098
https://chirblog.org/erosion-employer-sponsored-health-insurance-potential-policy-responses/
https://chirblog.org/erosion-employer-sponsored-health-insurance-potential-policy-responses/
https://chirblog.org/erosion-employer-sponsored-health-insurance-potential-policy-responses/
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despite being enrol led in what  has  generally been 
considered the “gold standard”  of  U .S .  health insurance 
coverage.  High and r is ing health care pr ices  are  the 
pr imary contr ibutor  to  this  problem, but employers  are i l l -
equipped to curb health care pr ices by themselves.  
Federal  and state  pol icymakers  have several  options  at  
their  disposal  to  control  and reduce health care  pr ices and 
alleviate the burden on many low -income working 
Americans ."  

_____ 

 

Policy Approaches to Reduce What Commercial 
Insurers Pay for Hospitals’  and Physicians’ 

Services -  CBO 

A f irst  step might  be keeping r isk -adjusted Medicare  and  
Medicaid  payment trends at  or  below the rate of  general  
inflation.  Medicare rates  serve as a  benchmark for  what  
employer  health plans pay.   Unti l  that's  a  pol i t ical  
possibi l i ty ,  i t 's  hard to imagine how private  payor  costs  
could be stemmed other  than shif t ing costs  to  employees 
or  cutt ing benefi ts .  

__________ 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/58222
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/58222
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/58222
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Colleges concealing soaring costs of 
attendance from applicants, government 

report finds - Fox 

_____ 

Financial  a id  letters don’ t  reveal  the real  cost  of  college -  
Michelle Singletary/WaPost  

" 'Most colleges are not following best  pract ices for  
providing clear  and standard information in their  f inancial  
a id  offers , '  the GAO report  said .  

"The watchdog found that  an estimated 91  percent of  
colleges —  a  staggering percentage —  underestimate or  
don’t  bother  to include the net  pr ice  in  their  offers ,  
making it  hard for  famil ies  to  calculate  how much they wil l  
need to pay for school . "  

_____ 

Financial  Aid  Offers:  Action Needed to Improve 
Information on College Costs  and Student  Aid  -  GAO 

Another  case of  el i te  U.S .  institut ions taking advantage of  
low-income famil ies to  slurp  up government $$$ and re -
direct them to the wealthier .   Gee,  let 's  pack misinformed 
poor kids  into introductory classes  of  100 +  taught  by low -

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/colleges-concealing-soaring-costs-attendance-from-applicants-government-report-finds
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/colleges-concealing-soaring-costs-attendance-from-applicants-government-report-finds
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/colleges-concealing-soaring-costs-attendance-from-applicants-government-report-finds
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/12/07/financial-aid-gao-report/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/12/07/financial-aid-gao-report/
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-104708
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-104708
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wage TAs and direct some of  the revenue to  h igh -paid 
profs  and administrators .   Especially given the asymmetry  
of  knowledge between buyers  and sellers  of  h igher ed,  
college administrators should be held l iable  for  repaying 
these funds .   Some should do jai l  t ime.  Deceptive 
advertis ing,  marketing?  

Guess  who gets  hurt  the most when college kids discover  
they can' t  afford to be there?:  

Dropout Prevention:  An EPI  Research Brief  

" . . .Socioeconomic Background.  National  data  show that  
students  from low-income famil ies  are  2 .4  t imes more 
l ikely  to  drop out of  s chool  than are  children from middle -
income famil ies ,  and 10.5  t imes more l ikely than students 
from highincome famil ies ."  

Meanwhile,  as  Hughie Long once said  about  studying law:  
"There's  always  room at the top."  

M ar yl a nd  bu si n es s m a n ,  H a r v ar d  fe n ci n g  c o a c h  f a ce  ju r y  i n  

c o l l e ge  br i ber y  sc a n d a l  -  Fo x  

__________ 

DC approves making buses free,  but  what happens next? 
-  WUSA9 

Someone will  have to pay for i t .   Will  service vary 
between high- and low-income neighborhoods -  

especially  i f  there's  f inancial  strain?   How will  Metro 
(subway) f inancing and service be impacted?  

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED537949.pdf
https://www.foxnews.com/us/maryland-businessman-harvard-fencing-coach-face-jury-college-bribery-scandal
https://www.foxnews.com/us/maryland-businessman-harvard-fencing-coach-face-jury-college-bribery-scandal
https://www.wusa9.com/article/traffic/mission-metro/what-does-metro-for-dc-amendment-act-of-2022-do-free-buses-dc-fact-check-2022/65-3b6ed5d7-2faf-4a9c-9df2-63986e2938d6
https://www.wusa9.com/article/traffic/mission-metro/what-does-metro-for-dc-amendment-act-of-2022-do-free-buses-dc-fact-check-2022/65-3b6ed5d7-2faf-4a9c-9df2-63986e2938d6
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___________ 

The mystery of rising prices. Are greedy 
corporations to blame for inflation? - NPR 

NPR's  sleuthing ends with consumers/excess  demand 
fueled by debt but could go deeper .  The main culpr i t  is  
probably the Fed pumping too much money into  the 
economy.  The Fed creates  money indirectly  by issuing 
debt  to  banks,  buying US sec uri t ies ,  and at  t imes bail ing 
out  fai led enterprises .  Evidence:  changes in assets on the 
Fed's  balance sheet .  Money created by debt  in  most cases  
f i rst  benefi ts  owners  of  capital  before diffusing through 
the economy.   See:  

"Could new tools  al lowing the Fed to pump money through 
‘ the  people’  make U.S .  monet ary pol icy  more equitable  

and effective?" -  CCSE  

_____ 

Understanding How the Federal  Reserve Creates Money -  
Investopedia  

__________ 

 

https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/081415/understanding-how-federal-reserve-creates-money.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/081415/understanding-how-federal-reserve-creates-money.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhHwnrlZRus
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/081415/understanding-how-federal-reserve-creates-money.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/081415/understanding-how-federal-reserve-creates-money.asp
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How the r ich got r ich and the poor got poor -  Vox 

_____ 

How four decades of tax cuts fueled 
inequality - James Steele/Center for 

Public Integrity 

_____ 

Taxes and the Economy:  An Economic  
Analysis  of  the Top Tax Rates  Since 1945  

(2012)  -  CRS  

 
"This  analys is  f inds no conclusive evidence,  however ,  to  
substantiate a  clear  relationship between the 65 -year  
reduction  in  the top statutory tax rates and economic 
growth.  Analysis  of  such data conducted for  this  report  
suggests the reduction in  the top tax  rates  has  had l i tt le  
association with saving,  investment ,  or  productivi ty  
growth. . .  

"The top tax  rate reductions  appear to  be associated with 
the increasing concentration of  income at  the top of  the 
income distr ibution."  

__________ 

Does The Child Tax Credit  Reduce Chi ld Poverty Or 
Discourage Work? -  Elaine Maag/TPC 

Question:   Would rais ing the child tax  credit  for  low -wage 
workers to  what  higher -income receive save employers  a 
bi t  on wages?   As  with the EITC,  some of  the benefi t  of  the 
child tax  credit  might end up in  employers'  pockets by 
subsidiz ing wages.   See:  

https://www.vox.com/2016/5/23/11704246/wealth-inequality-cartoon
https://publicintegrity.org/inequality-poverty-opportunity/taxes/unequal-burden/how-four-decades-of-tax-cuts-fueled-inequality/?utm_source=Watchdog&utm_campaign=fcf947f147-Public%20Integrity%20Who%20Counts%20Email%2001%2010_05_22_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ffd1d0160d-fcf947f147-101478993&mc_cid=fcf947f147&mc_eid=afae39cd37&emci=7da580b1-be74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&emdi=ff908d07-cf74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&ceid=4028676
https://publicintegrity.org/inequality-poverty-opportunity/taxes/unequal-burden/how-four-decades-of-tax-cuts-fueled-inequality/?utm_source=Watchdog&utm_campaign=fcf947f147-Public%20Integrity%20Who%20Counts%20Email%2001%2010_05_22_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ffd1d0160d-fcf947f147-101478993&mc_cid=fcf947f147&mc_eid=afae39cd37&emci=7da580b1-be74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&emdi=ff908d07-cf74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&ceid=4028676
https://publicintegrity.org/inequality-poverty-opportunity/taxes/unequal-burden/how-four-decades-of-tax-cuts-fueled-inequality/?utm_source=Watchdog&utm_campaign=fcf947f147-Public%20Integrity%20Who%20Counts%20Email%2001%2010_05_22_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ffd1d0160d-fcf947f147-101478993&mc_cid=fcf947f147&mc_eid=afae39cd37&emci=7da580b1-be74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&emdi=ff908d07-cf74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&ceid=4028676
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/misc/R42729.pdf
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/misc/R42729.pdf
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/misc/R42729.pdf
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/does-child-tax-credit-reduce-child-poverty-or-discourage-work?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/does-child-tax-credit-reduce-child-poverty-or-discourage-work?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
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"Expanding Use,  Scope of  the Earned Income and Chi ld 
Tax Credits:  A Winning Strategy for  LTC Workers and 

Providers"  -  Karl  Polzer  

This  paper  (based on a  memo to the long -term care 
industry)  makes the case that helping employees access  
the Earned Income Tax Credit  and Child  Tax Credit  –  along 
with supporting bipart isan legislation to expand these 
programs –  can help industr ies  with large numbers  of  low -
to-middle wage workers .  In the long -term care f ield,  such 
a  strategy can improve worker income through 
government wage supplements ,  thus  encouraging more to 
enter  the workforce.  Increased labor supply  would 
dampen employer  wage costs –  a l l  while expanding the 
range of  affordable services providers  can offer .  This  
could result  in  hundreds of  mil l ions of  dollars  of  added 
value in worker  earnings as  well  as  provider  and customer 
savings .  

BTW, providing a l iv ing minimum wage is  probably  a better  
way to help  people at  the bottom than through tax credits .  
See:  

Are Workers Paid  the EIT C Shortchanged on Social  
Secur ity? -  CCSE  

_____ 

Total  National  Work =  Paid Work +  Unpaid Work ( including 
rais ing famil ies)  

The U.S .  needs more kids to  maintain  i ts  population and 
productivi ty .   Low- and middle- income people  produce 
most of  them.  

__________ 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/expanding%20tax%20credit%20use%20and%20take%20up-%20win%20win%20-%208-30-17%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/expanding%20tax%20credit%20use%20and%20take%20up-%20win%20win%20-%208-30-17%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/expanding%20tax%20credit%20use%20and%20take%20up-%20win%20win%20-%208-30-17%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/EITC%20and%20Social%20Security%20updated%20October%202017.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/EITC%20and%20Social%20Security%20updated%20October%202017.pdf


9 
 

 

The Unavoidable Crash - Nouriel 
Roubini/Project Syndicate 

"After  years of  ultra -loose f iscal ,  monetary,  and credit  
pol ic ies and the onset  of  major  negative supply  shocks ,  

stagflationary pressures are now putt ing the squeeze on a 
massive mountain of  publ ic -  and pr ivate -sector  debt .  The 

mother  of  al l  economic cr ises looms,  and there wil l  be  
l i t tle  that  pol icymaker s  can do about i t ."  

_____ 

‘Soft  landing’  is  a terr ible  name for  what’s  coming -  
Heather Long/WaPost  

" I t ’s  becoming increasingly clear  that  the best question to  
ask isn’ t  whether  there wil l  be a recession next year .  I t ’s  

who’s  going to get  hurt?"  

__________ 

U.S.  Debt  Clock 

__________ 

Railroad Workers  Slam Biden for  Siding With Bosses to  
Avoid Str ike -  truthout  

"Frustrated rai lroad workers  consider  al lying with a  third  
party  after  a  push for  paid s ick  leave fai led in  Congress ."  

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/stagflationary-economic-financial-and-debt-crisis-by-nouriel-roubini-2022-12?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=414efefcef-sunday_newsletter_12_04_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-414efefcef-105791845&mc_cid=414efefcef&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/stagflationary-economic-financial-and-debt-crisis-by-nouriel-roubini-2022-12?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=414efefcef-sunday_newsletter_12_04_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-414efefcef-105791845&mc_cid=414efefcef&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://wapo.st/3Vzf4Fl
https://wapo.st/3Vzf4Fl
https://www.usdebtclock.org/
https://truthout.org/articles/railroad-workers-slam-biden-for-siding-with-bosses-to-avoid-strike/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c61b7c63-9c5a-4a70-8412-811bbe406039
https://truthout.org/articles/railroad-workers-slam-biden-for-siding-with-bosses-to-avoid-strike/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c61b7c63-9c5a-4a70-8412-811bbe406039
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__________ 

Capital as a historic concept - Branko 
Milanovic/Global Inequality  

Interest ing. . .Yes ,  th is  topic meri ts  more attent ion.  

Ini t ial  thoughts:   Def ining capital  through national  
accounts ,  while useful ,  confines  what  is  a  dynamic  
concept  to  static ,  point - in-t ime measurements .  

Capital  can be seen as the r isk -adjusted potential  of  land,  
tools/machinery/plant,  knowledge,  and f inancial  
resources to produce ongoing and future output/value,  
including prof its ,  that supports  human l i fe .   Fathoming a  
capital ist 's  knowledge and resources involves  measuring 
what's  happened in  the past as  does leveraging resources 
through loans  and sale  of  equity .   Dynamic  valuation of  
capital  involves  the uncertainty  of  fathoming the r isk of  
success/fai lure with imperfect information.   A country  
with  a fast -growing technological  sector  could be 
overflowing with f inancial  capital  but  als o feature high 
r isk destabil izat ion and decl ine compared with more 
labor- intense economies .  

I t  fol lows that  i f  laborers  own some of  the capital  they 
help produce,  they bear  part  of  the investment r isk .  Most 
already do in  the sense that they wil l  lose their  jobs i f  an 
enterprise  fai ls .   As  we've advocated,  they could more 
fully share r isk and reward i f  they were part ial ly  
compensated in  stock (could be company shares  or  index 
funds,  etc . )  

Capital  also is  a  potential  value in  the sense that  owners 
of  f inancial  and other  resources can choose to use them 
toward future production or  for  current  consumption.   

__________ 

https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/capital-as-a-historic-concept?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/capital-as-a-historic-concept?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
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"Does the Eagle know what is  in  the pi t  Or  wi l t  thou go ask 
the Mole? Can Wisdom be put in  a  s i lver  rod,  Or  Love in  a  

golden bowl? "  

―  Will iam Blake,  Book of  Thel  

_____ 

“The road of  excess leads to the palace of  wisdom.. .You 
never  know what is  enough unti l  you know what is  more 

than enough.”  

―  Blake,  Proverbs of  Hell  

__________ 

Sunday,  December 4 ,  2022  

__________ 

"The love of  money causes all  k inds of  trouble .  Some people 
want money so much they have given up their  fa ith  and 

caused themselves a  lot  of  pain ."  

―  1  Timothy 6:10  

Don't  l ike the tra nslation?    Try  another .  

__________ 

 

"Slack messages obtained by the committee show a founder of Blueacorn directing 

employees to ignore smaller loans in favor of larger ones." (Source: ProPublica) 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/765669
https://biblehub.com/1_timothy/6-10.htm
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Fintechs Made “Massive Profits”  on PPP Loans and 
Sometimes Engaged in  Fraud,  House Committee Report  

F inds -  ProPubl ica 

Big pigs slurped at  the troth.   L i ttle  guys pushed 
aside .    (That's  why i t 's  called pol i t ical  economic s . )  

_____ 

Hunter  Biden’s  former law f i rm received $10M in  forgiven 
COVID loans while donating $1M to Dems -  NY Post  

Yes,  but  par  for  the course .   In  and around the nation's  
capital ,  thousands of  non -profi ts  with inside knowledge of  
how to benefi t  from government programs snagged loans 
meant  for  businesses struggling to  survive the Covid 
economy.   Many insiders --  including non-prof i ts  working 
on economic inequal i ty  --  had already locked in funding 
from chari table foundations .   So i t  goes.  

__________ 

Israel  str ips  Palest inian -French r ights lawyer of  
Jerusalem residency -  Guardian 

" Israel  has str ipped a  prominent  Palestinian -French human 
r ights  lawyer  of  his  Jerusalem residency and is  expected 

to  deport  him to  France,  a  legal  f i rst  that  sets  a  dangerous 
precedent for  other  Palestin ians with  dual  national ity in 

the contested ci ty ."  

Another  bi t  of  straw on the camel's  back?   

_____ 

Israel  and Palest ine:  Events of  2021 -  Human Rights 
Watch 

https://www.propublica.org/article/ppp-loans-paycheck-protection-fraud-profits-report?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=river
https://www.propublica.org/article/ppp-loans-paycheck-protection-fraud-profits-report?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=river
https://www.propublica.org/article/ppp-loans-paycheck-protection-fraud-profits-report?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=river
https://nypost.com/2022/12/02/hunter-bidens-old-firm-got-10m-in-forgiven-covid-loans-while-donating-to-dems/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://nypost.com/2022/12/02/hunter-bidens-old-firm-got-10m-in-forgiven-covid-loans-while-donating-to-dems/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/01/israel-strips-salah-hamouri-palestinian-french-human-rights-lawyer-jerusalem-residency?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/01/israel-strips-salah-hamouri-palestinian-french-human-rights-lawyer-jerusalem-residency?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/world/france
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/israel/palestine
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/israel/palestine
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"Across two governments ,  each in power for  roughly half  
of  2021,  Israel i  authori t ies  doubled down on pol ic ies  to  
repress Palestin ians  and pr ivi lege Jewish Israel is .  The 
government’s  pol icy  of  maintaining the domination of  
Jewish Israel is  over  Palestinians across Israel  and the 
Occupied Palest in ian Terr i tory (OPT) ,  couple d with the 

part icularly severe  repression against  Palest in ians  l iv ing 
in the OPT,  amounts to  the cr imes against  humanity  of  

apartheid  and persecut ion."  

Quiz for  U .S.  media  and pol icymakers:  Why is  i t  
"antisemitic "  to  report  the racism pract i ced by the Israel i  
government?   Isn't  a  comparison with how the Nazi  party 
treated Jews as  i t  consol idated power in  1930s Germany 
obvious,  natural ,  and ironic?   Is  i t  fa ir  to  conjecture that 
increased racism in  Israel ,  l ikely under i ts  new 
government,  may tr igger mor e anti-Semitism?  Why is  
racist  pro-Semit ism better  than anti -Semit ism?   (Hint :  $$$)  

_____ 
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Nakba Day: What happened in Palestine in 
1948? - Aljazeera 

 

_____ 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/15/nakba-mapping-palestinian-villages-destroyed-by-israel-in-1948
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/15/nakba-mapping-palestinian-villages-destroyed-by-israel-in-1948
https://www.amazon.com/Under-Cover-War-Expulsion-Palestinians/dp/0981513131
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"Under  the Cover of  War"  is  an important  resource for  
anyone seeking to understand the full  story  of  the 1948 
Palestine  war and the roots of  the Arab -Israel i  confl ict .  

Rosemarie Esber meticulously  documents and poignantly 
recounts the f i rst  phase of  the Z ionist  conquest of  

Palestine  and  the expulsion of  the indigenous 
Palestinians-an estimated 84  percent of  whom were 

children under  15 ,  pregnant  and nursing mothers ,  the  
elderly,  and the inf irm."  

__________ 

Explainer: Israel,  annexation and the West 
Bank - BBC 

_____ 

Jewish National Fund - Wiki 

"Jewish National  Fund was founded in 1901 to buy and 
develop land in  Ottoman Syr ia  ( later  Mandatory  Palest ine ,  
and subsequently  Israel  and the  Palest inian terr i tor ies )  for  
Jewish settlement . . .By 2007,  i t  owned 13% of  the total  land 

in Israel . . .The JNF st ipulates that  only  Jews can buy,  
mortgage or  lease JNF land."  

Extra  credit  Q:  Would a  fund dedicated to increasing 
property  ownership by "White people ”  and  shr inking 
ownership by people "of  color"  go over  well  in  the 
U.S .?   Would such a preference be a f orm of  racism?  

BTW: "The United States arm of the JNF, incorporated on January 26, 1926, is the 

largest contributor to JNF-KKL.[27] In 1996, JNF-USA was accused of mismanaging 

funds. According to the charges, only 21% of US donations reached Israel, and money 

was being diverted to Latin American JNF offices. In the wake of this scandal, the 

North American management was forced to resign.[33] The tax-exempt status of the 

JNF-USA was challenged in 2011 as violating the public policy of the United States 

with respect to ethnic and religious discrimination.[46] In July 2017, in response to 

https://www.amazon.com/Under-Cover-War-Expulsion-Palestinians/dp/0981513131
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-52756427
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-52756427
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_National_Fund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandatory_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_territories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_National_Fund#cite_note-JNF-USA-27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_National_Fund#cite_note-Pollution_in_a_Promised_Land-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_National_Fund#cite_note-46
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an investigation by the Jewish Daily Forward, the New York State attorney general's 

office ordered JNF-USA to rescind two illegal loans totaling more than $500,000 the 

organization had made to its chief executive officer, Russell Robinson, and its chief 

financial officer, Mitchel Rosenzweig. (New York State forbids charities from lending 

their officers any money.) JNF-USA argued that Robinson and Rosenzweig were not 

officers under the meaning of the law, but the attorney general's officer rejected that 

argument and the two executives agreed to repay the balance of their loans.[47]" 

Israel i  land and property laws  -  Wiki  

__________ 

Investors Bought a Quarter of Homes Sold 
Last Year, Driving Up Rents - PEW 

" Investor  ownership began to  grow after  the Great 
Recession of  2008-2009,  when large swaths of  overbui lt  

Sun Belt  homes went  into foreclosure,  and investors 
snapped them up.  Investor  ownership grew again last  year  

as  pandemic -related demand for  suburban housing rose,  
and investors saw a chance to win bidding wars  with cash 

offers ."  

_____ 

Investor  Purchases of Rental  Housing Increase Eviction 
and Racial  Transit ion in Neighborhoods -  National  Low 

Income Housing Coa lit ion 

_____ 

"Evicted"  Teacher’s  Guide -  Matthew Desmond  

_____ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Forward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attorney_General_of_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attorney_General_of_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_National_Fund#cite_note-47
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_land_and_property_laws
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2022/07/22/investors-bought-a-quarter-of-homes-sold-last-year-driving-up-rents
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2022/07/22/investors-bought-a-quarter-of-homes-sold-last-year-driving-up-rents
https://nlihc.org/resource/investor-purchases-rental-housing-increase-eviction-and-racial-transition-neighborhoods
https://nlihc.org/resource/investor-purchases-rental-housing-increase-eviction-and-racial-transition-neighborhoods
https://nlihc.org/resource/investor-purchases-rental-housing-increase-eviction-and-racial-transition-neighborhoods
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/247816/evicted-by-matthew-desmond/9780553447453/teachers-guide/
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Mobile home dwellers hit even harder when facing eviction - NBC 

_____ 

A DECENT HOME -  Documentary 

"A Decent Home  addresses  urgent issues of  class  and 
economic ( im)mobil i ty  through the l ives  of  mobile home 
park residents  who can’t  afford housing anywhere else .  

They are  f ighting for  their  dreams —  and their  l ives  —  as  
pr ivate  equity f i rms and wealthy investors buy up parks,  

making sky -high returns  on thei r  investments while  
squeezing every  last  penny out  of  the mobile  home owners 

who must pay rent  for  the land they l ive  on."  

The Last Trailer Park - PBS 

"Trai ler  parks .  Beyond the st igma and the stereotypes,  for  
famil ies who can’t  afford a tradit ional  home, they can be a 

l i fel ine  worth f ighting for .  That ’s  why neighbors from a 
Long Is land trai ler  park  in  Nassau County recently banded 
together  to  stave off  evict ion and save their  homes.  Their  

struggle is  the subject  of  a  Newsday  documentary,  The 
Last  Trai ler  Park . "  

_____ 

https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/mobile-home-dwellers-hit-even-harder-when-facing-eviction-n1257497
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iw2w2rOtthw
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.documentaries.org/a-decent-home
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/chasing-the-dream/stories/chasing-dream-living-poverty/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/mobile-home-dwellers-hit-even-harder-when-facing-eviction-n1257497
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House committee to release f i rst -of- its-kind 
documentary on economic inequali ty  -  WaPost  

__________ 

 

Energy Insecurity  Threatens to  Destabil ize Households 
th is  Winter  -  Harvard Joint Center for Housing  

 
__________ 

Senate Blocks Sick Days for Rail Workers, 
Averts Strike by Forcing Biden Agreement - 

Intercept 

"Rail roads have invested heavily  in  Congress .  They got 
their  payoff  in  the Senate ."  

Senate adopts  deal  to  block rai l  str ike,  sending i t  to 
Biden -  WaPost  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/11/30/house-committee-documentary-economic-inequality/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/11/30/house-committee-documentary-economic-inequality/
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/blog/energy-insecurity-threatens-destabilize-households-winter
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/blog/energy-insecurity-threatens-destabilize-households-winter
https://theintercept.com/2022/11/30/rail-workers-strike-house-bill/
https://theintercept.com/2022/11/30/rail-workers-strike-house-bill/
https://theintercept.com/2022/11/30/rail-workers-strike-house-bill/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/12/01/rail-deal-strike-senate-vote-congress/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/12/01/rail-deal-strike-senate-vote-congress/
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"The vote  staves off  what  would have been a  costly 
shutdown enter ing the hol iday season,  but lawmakers 

could not  act  to  provide rai l  workers with addit ional  paid  
s ick leave. . .  

" . . .Under the agreement,  rai l  workers are set to  see a 
roughly 24 percent  pay increase by 2024 whi le gaini ng 
more f lexibi l i ty  to  take t ime off  for  doctor ’s  appointments .  
The measure also grants  them one paid personal  day,  
though that does not  include any new,  dedicated t ime off  
for  i l lnesses . . .  

"Democrat ic  leaders  permitted (votes)  in  the House,  
adopting the r ai l  contract  along with a  separate measure 
Wednesday that  would give workers  seven paid  s ick  days .  
But i t  fal tered a  day later  in the Senate ,  with lawmakers  
voting 52-43 on the amendment,  which required 60 votes  
to  pass .  

" In the process,  though,  i t  drew un expected support  from 
some Republicans,  including Sens .  Josh Hawley (Mo.) ,  Ted 
Cruz (Tex.)  and Lindsey O.  Graham (S .C. ) .  Their  favorable 
votes came as  a  shock to some Democrats ,  s ince GOP 
lawmakers generally have cr it ic ized unions —  and opposed 
federal  s ick  leave legislation in Washington.  

“ I  wil l  absolutely not support i t  without some sick leave,”  
Hawley sa id in the days  before the vote.  

"Speaking to reporters  in  Washington,  Biden blasted 
Republicans for  having stood in  the way of  paid  leave 
benefi ts  previously.  The president  also stressed he would 
not 'back off '  f rom the issue,  stressing:  ' I ’ve made i t  very 
clear :  I ’m going to f ight for  paid  leave,  not  only  for  rai l  
workers but for al l  Americans . '”  

_____ 
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Dear  WH:   To make a ser ious attempt at  passing legislation 
ensur ing all  workers  paid  s ick  days,  Dems need to 
separate the issue from paid family  leave.  

I t 's  interesting to  see some GOP senators  support  paid s ick 
days.   R's :  How wil l  the party  leadership react  after  i t  
takes  control  of  the Hous e next month?  

BTW, while working on a project at  the Employee Benefi t  
Research Insti tute with  a Chicago lawyer who had been in 
charge of  health  benefi ts  for  a  conglomerate  that owned a  
rai l road,  he mentione d i t 's  especially important  to  provide 
rai lway workers  with health benef its  including mental  
health and substance abuse counsell ing both from 
humanitar ian and r isk -management perspectives .   When 
accidents  happen on rai lways  --  whether the cause may be 
related to health ,  fat igue,  or  other  factors  --  they can 
"take out whole towns,"  R ay W. sa id .  Rai lroad owners and 
managers should take heed.  

__________ 

House passes legislation to aver t  'catastrophic'  rai l  
str ike,  provide rai l  workers paid sick leave -  USA Today 

On to the Senate. . . I t  wil l  be interest ing to see how Sen.  
Josh Hawley and other  Rs  vote after  his  op -ed call ing for  a  
new GOP focused on the n eeds of  workers .   (See CCSE 
posts  above.)  

A mandated sett lement including paid  s ick  days raises  the 
issue of  why Congress  hasn't  acted to ensure paid s ick 
days for  blue collar  workers in  less -unionized occupations  
with  less leverage to improve wages and wo rking 
condit ions  (e .g . ,  food workers ,  health care  aides ,  
warehouse staff ,  taxi  dr ivers ,  etc . ) .   

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/house-passes-legislation-to-avert-catastrophic-rail-strike-provide-rail-workers-paid-sick-leave/ar-AA14Kid4?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=9578346d55ee424aa3a4a8a838e2199e
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/house-passes-legislation-to-avert-catastrophic-rail-strike-provide-rail-workers-paid-sick-leave/ar-AA14Kid4?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=9578346d55ee424aa3a4a8a838e2199e
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Unionization may be more l ikely,  and effect ive,  in  
industr ies with  monopoly  or  ol igopoly power,  whether  
natural ,  structural ,  or  the result  of  government pol icy or  
technological  innovation and  patents .  Monopolies  can 
raise  pr ices above what would occur in  more competi t ive  
markets ,  result ing in surplus  prof i ts  that  can be spl i t  with 
unions (and cover  the costs  of  union dues) .   Unions 
representing employees of  monop olies also  may increase 
their  bargaining leverage i f  a  work stoppage impacts  other  
segments  of  the economy.   However ,  as  evidenced by 
current  rai lway worker  negotiations ,  the  threat to  deprive 
the economy of  key functions  has l imits ,  especially i f  the  
pote ntial  damage is  great enough to el ic i t  government 
action.   (Hospitals ,  schools ,  pol ice ,  a ir  traff ic  
controllers  also provide essential  serv ices whose absence 
have wide ranging impacts . )  

_________ 

Progressives Fold on Rai lroad Deal  –  115,000 Brit ish  
Postal  Workers  St rike –  L iterary Agents  Back 

HarperColl ins  Strikers  -  Payday Report  

__________ 

‘Biden blew i t ’ :  Rai lroad workers  unions lash out at  
president  -  NY Post  

" . . .Sadly ,  he could not br ing himself  to  advocate for  a  
lousy handful  of  s ick  days .  The Democrats  and 

Republicans are both pawns of  big business and the 
corporations . . .”  

_____ 

Congressional leaders vow to avert  rai l  str ike -  WaPost  

https://paydayreport.com/progressives-fold-on-railroad-deal-115000-british-postal-workers-strike-literary-agents-back-harpercollins-strikers/?_thumbnail_id=13005
https://paydayreport.com/progressives-fold-on-railroad-deal-115000-british-postal-workers-strike-literary-agents-back-harpercollins-strikers/?_thumbnail_id=13005
https://paydayreport.com/progressives-fold-on-railroad-deal-115000-british-postal-workers-strike-literary-agents-back-harpercollins-strikers/?_thumbnail_id=13005
https://nypost.com/2022/11/29/biden-blew-it-railroad-workers-unions-lash-out-at-president/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://nypost.com/2022/11/29/biden-blew-it-railroad-workers-unions-lash-out-at-president/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/29/rail-strike-congress-biden-pelosi/
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_____ 

As Congress jo ins forces with the White  House to shut 
down a threatened rai lway str ike ,  both pol it ical  part ies 
reveal  whom they truly  f ight for :  professional  and 
managerial  el i tes and corporat ions .  I f  US lawmakers 
valued workers,  they would take this  oppor tunity to  
require al l  employers  to  provide paid s ick days  (pick a  
number >  4) .  

Government off ic ials ,  l ike the vast  major i ty of  
professionals  and managers,  take their  paid s ick  days for  
granted.  But  a  large percentage of  low -wage workers  get  
none.   For  mil l ions  of  people in  the "bottom 50%,"  going to 
the doctor  or  hospital  means losing wages.  This  reduces 
the value of  health benefi ts  they are less l ikely to  be 
offered and which usual ly  are less  affordable for  them 
than high -income employees .  

For many years,  CCSE has  been call ing for  Congress  to  
mandate the equivalent of  5  paid  s ick  days  annually .  See:  

"To stop coronavirus,  take q uick act ion on paid  s ick  days"  
-  WashExaminer  

" In a  Health Affairs  art icle publ ished at  the beginning of  
this  Congress,  I  identif ied pol it ical  obstacles  to  getting a  
paid  s ick  leave requirement into  law. Liberals  have 
packaged paid s ick days,  which would pr imari ly  affect  
low-wage workers ,  as  part  of  an ambit ious  legislat ive push 
for  much more expensive paid family leave.  Thus,  a  
relatively low-cost  benefi t  for  many healthcare  and other  
workers on the front  l ines  is  being held hostage to a  much 
more expensive middle - and upper-middle-class  objective.  

"Obstacles  on the pol i t ical  r ight  are obvious .  Leery  of  
offending business interests ,  conservatives h istor ically  

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/to-stop-coronavirus-take-quick-action-on-paid-sick-days
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/to-stop-coronavirus-take-quick-action-on-paid-sick-days
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avoid legislation rais ing the cost of  labor .  Paid  s ick  days  
are  no exception."   See:  

"All  Workers Should Have A Few Paid  Sick Days.  The 
President And Congress Can Make I t  Happen" -  

HealthAffairs  

_____ 

__________ 

Rising Loan Limits Are a New Federal 
McMansion Subsidy - WSJ 

"Biden’s  housing regulator  order  taxpayers to  underwrite 
mill ion -dollar  mortgages."  

__________ 

Crypto Meltdown is  a  Great Time to El i minate Waste in 
Bloated Financial  Sector -  Dean Baker/CEPR  

As we have said  before,  expanding the current  t iny  
US f inancial  transaction tax ,  which helps cover  the cost  of  
operating the SEC,  could provide seed capital  for  a  
universal  401(k)/IRA system wit h possibly  posi t ive impacts  
on f inancial  markets .   The US pol i t ical  economic system, in  
which the v irtues of  capital ism are often extolled,  should 
provide all  workers  with  the opportunity to  own working 
capital .  See:  

"Half  of  Americans have no retirement savings  —  here’s  
how Congress can look out for  them" -  WashExaminer  op -

ed  

Agree with Baker that  the f inancial  sector  is  bloated and 
ineff ic ient .   We've pointed out that  the US credit  card 
payment system is  not  only ineff ic ient,  but  redistr ibutes 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-new-federal-mcmansion-subsidy-government-guarantees-million-dollar-mortgages-biden-administration-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-11669760731
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-new-federal-mcmansion-subsidy-government-guarantees-million-dollar-mortgages-biden-administration-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-11669760731
https://cepr.net/crypto-meltdown-is-a-great-time-to-eliminate-waste-in-bloated-financial-sector/?emci=058d1daf-c569-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&emdi=02555583-c669-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&ceid=4629216
https://cepr.net/crypto-meltdown-is-a-great-time-to-eliminate-waste-in-bloated-financial-sector/?emci=058d1daf-c569-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&emdi=02555583-c669-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&ceid=4629216
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_transaction_tax
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
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bil l ions from  low- and middle-income consumers  to  
h igher- income consumers  and owners of  bank stocks.  See:  

"The U.S .  (quietly)  lets  banks  extract high credit  card 
transaction fees .  This  raises  pr ices  for  everyone and shif ts  

$bil l ions from poorer  to  wealthier  Amer icans ."  -  CCSE  

__________ 

The Parable of the Chi ld Tax Credit :  Democrats hope to 
expand this  bad pol icy in  the lame -duck sessi on.  -  WSJ 

editorial  board  

This  misleading WSJ editor ial  p icks on poor people and 
fai ls  to  mention that most  taxpayer  dollars  spent on the 
child tax  credit  now go to  h igher- income famil ies  whi le 
many low-income famil ies receive  l i t tle  or  
nothing .   Congress  should either  make the child  tax credit  
progressive or  get  r id  of  i t  altogether  and  use the savings  
to  help  low-income famil ies  through better -targeted 
programs.  

 

 

Who needs i t  more?  

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-parable-of-the-child-tax-credit-congress-republicans-democrats-scott-hodge-bruce-meyer-11669676157
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-parable-of-the-child-tax-credit-congress-republicans-democrats-scott-hodge-bruce-meyer-11669676157
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-parable-of-the-child-tax-credit-congress-republicans-democrats-scott-hodge-bruce-meyer-11669676157
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R41873
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R41873
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R41873
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_____ 

Basic Facts About Low -Income Chi ld ren 
CHILDREN UNDER 9 YEARS,  2019  -  NCCP  

_____ 

CCSE work on this  issue:  

The Case for  Renewing the  Expanded Child  Tax Credit  -  
R ichmond Times -Dispatch  

Congress’  fai lure to re -up expanded child tax credit  
displays longtime favori t ism  toward higher  income  

__________ 

Endgame:  How the Vis ionary Hospice Movement Became 
a For-Prof it  Hustle  -  ProPubl ica 

" In the absence of  guardrai ls ,  whistleblowers l ike  Farmer 
and Richardson have become the government’s  pr imary 
defense against  hospice wrongdoing —  an arrangement 
that James Barger ,  their  lawyer ,  descr ibes  as  placing 'a  
ludicrous  amount of  optimism in a  system with a  capital ist  
payee and a social ist  payer . ' "  

 

Cheating death American-style?  

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Basic+Facts+About+Low-Income+Children+CHILDREN+UNDER+9+YEARS%2C+2019&cvid=16443e7059214494b1b4f2a4e664eb6d&aqs=edge..69i57.1807j0j1&pglt=41&FORM=ANNTA1&PC=HCTS&ntref=1
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Basic+Facts+About+Low-Income+Children+CHILDREN+UNDER+9+YEARS%2C+2019&cvid=16443e7059214494b1b4f2a4e664eb6d&aqs=edge..69i57.1807j0j1&pglt=41&FORM=ANNTA1&PC=HCTS&ntref=1
https://richmond.com/opinion/columnists/karl-polzer-column-the-case-for-renewing-the-expanded-child-tax-credit/article_f9ec08dd-045f-5c46-97a4-879e7844d83e.html#tncms-source=login
https://richmond.com/opinion/columnists/karl-polzer-column-the-case-for-renewing-the-expanded-child-tax-credit/article_f9ec08dd-045f-5c46-97a4-879e7844d83e.html#tncms-source=login
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/child%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20-%20updated%20April%2029%202022%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/child%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20-%20updated%20April%2029%202022%20.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/hospice-healthcare-aseracare-medicare?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://www.propublica.org/article/hospice-healthcare-aseracare-medicare?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
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__________ 

Odysseus Vis its  the Spir i t  of  Achil les  in  the Underworld  

"These words (Achil les)  answered,  swiftly:  'Glor ious 
Odysseus:  don’t  try  to  reconcile  me to my dying.  I ’d  rather  

serve as another  man’s  labourer ,  as  a  poor peasant  
without land,  and be al ive on Earth ,  than be lord of  al l  the 

l i feless dead. . . ' "  

 

__________ 

Sunday,  November 28,  2022  

__________ 

The U.S. Needs More Housing Than Almost 
Anyone Can Imagine - Atlantic 

Among the problems:   Investors  can make more $$$ 
building for  the top layer  of  the market .   High-income 
homeowners  make sure zoning rules prevent construction 
of  housing for  lower -income workers  serving their  
neighborhoods.   Educated el ite  pol icymakers make money 
analyzing and framing the housing problem rather  than 
solving i t . . .  

Seems l ike unfettered  capital ism could handle  this  
one.   Build ,  baby,  bui ld! !  

__________ 

https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Greek/Odyssey11.php#anchor_Toc90267984
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/11/us-housing-gap-cost-affordability-big-cities/672184/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/11/us-housing-gap-cost-affordability-big-cities/672184/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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The declining leverage and status of ordinary 
people - Brink Lindsey/Niskanen Center  

"Ordinary workers  also lost  the dream of  a  br ighter  
future . . . . "  

__________ 

 
How the American middle class  has changed in the past 

f ive decades -  PEW 

Interest ing trend.   Note that  there  are many ways to define 
upper ,  middle ,  and lower income.   

__________ 

The wage price spiral refuted - Michael 
Robert's Blog 

"What does the IMF conclude?   'We conclude that an 
acceleration of  nominal  wages should not  necessari ly  be 
seen as a  s ign that a  wage -pr ice spiral  is  taking hold. '   In  

in f lat ionary episodes ,  wages just  t ry to catch up with  
pr ices . "  

https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-declining-leverage-and-status-of-ordinary-people/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-declining-leverage-and-status-of-ordinary-people/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/04/20/how-the-american-middle-class-has-changed-in-the-past-five-decades/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/04/20/how-the-american-middle-class-has-changed-in-the-past-five-decades/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2022/11/20/the-wage-price-spiral-refuted/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2022/11/20/the-wage-price-spiral-refuted/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2022/11/20/the-wage-price-spiral-refuted/
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When analyz ing causal i ty in  the role wages play in 
persistent pr ice inflation,  i t 's  important to  move beyond 
relationships of  abstract  aggregate quanti t ies  and look at  
who has  the power to change th e wage level .   Absent  
union bargaining,  which is  no longer  a prevalent  force in  
the US and many other  countr ies ,  employers  general ly 
have exclusive  power to determine the rate of  pay and the 
t iming of  raises .   This  adds to the argument that  wage 
increases are  l ikely to  respond to general  inflation rather  
than lead i t .  

In  the 1950s,  major  union contract talks set the tone for  
wage movements across  the economy and l ikely  had more 
impact  on subsequent wage and unemployment 
levels .   (The  Phil l ips curve  worked better  back then.)  

 

_____ 

Contrary to popular and academic belief ,  Adam Smith did 
not  accept inequality  as a necessary trade -off  for  a more 

prosperous economy -  LSE blog  

_____ 

I f  al ive today,  Adam Smith,  the father of  modern 
economics,  might  favor policies  creating a more inclusive 

economy for both ethical  and  practical  reasons -  CCSE 

https://www.stlouisfed.org/open-vault/2020/january/what-is-phillips-curve-why-flattened
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/adam-smith-and-inequality/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/adam-smith-and-inequality/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/adam-smith-and-inequality/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Adam%20Smith%20meet%20Messrs.%20Piketty%2C%20Stiglitz%2C%20and%20Milanovic.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Adam%20Smith%20meet%20Messrs.%20Piketty%2C%20Stiglitz%2C%20and%20Milanovic.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Adam%20Smith%20meet%20Messrs.%20Piketty%2C%20Stiglitz%2C%20and%20Milanovic.pdf
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Adam Smith on equity  for  a  nation's  workers:  

“ Is . . . improvement in  the c ircumstances of  the lower ranks 
of the people to be regarded as  an advantage or  as an 
inconveniency to  the society?  The answer seems at f i rst  
s ight  abundantly plain .  Servants,  labourers and workmen 
of  d ifferent kinds  make up the far  greater  part  of  every  
great pol i t ical  society .  But what improves the 
circumstances of  the greater  part  can never be regarded  
as  an inconveniency to the whole .  No society  can surely be 
f lourishing and happy,  of  which the far  greater  part  of  the 
members  are poor and miserable .  I t  is  but  equity ,  besides ,  
that they who feed,  cloath and lodge the whole  body of  
the people,  should hav e such a  share  of  the produce of  
their  own labour  as to  be themselves tolerably  well  fed,  
clothed and lodged.”  

__________ 

UK inflation rate:  Pr ices r ise to 41 -year highs as  energy 
costs  push households to  brink -  capital .com 

The renters  facing homelessness  as soaring demand 
pushes pr ices sky -high -  Independent  

UK single parents  skipping meals  due to food pr ice 
inflation,  Which? f in ds  -  Guardian  

__________ 

https://capital.com/uk-inflation-rate-britain-price-rate-hike
https://capital.com/uk-inflation-rate-britain-price-rate-hike
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/the-renters-facing-homelessness-as-soaring-demand-pushes-prices-sky-high/ar-AA14AmKe?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=046aabb2c237457782b719c59a0be39b
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/the-renters-facing-homelessness-as-soaring-demand-pushes-prices-sky-high/ar-AA14AmKe?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=046aabb2c237457782b719c59a0be39b
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/nov/24/uk-single-parents-skipping-meals-due-to-food-price-inflation-which-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/nov/24/uk-single-parents-skipping-meals-due-to-food-price-inflation-which-finds
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A French Vi llage’s  Radical  Vision of a Good Life with  
Alzheimer’s  -  New Yorker  

‘What  is  the tolerable level  of  freedom  to let  the person 
l ive?’  

_____ 

Alzheimer's  Disease Facts  and Figures  2022 -  Alzheimer's  
Association  

2020 Alzheimer's  disease facts and f igures  

_____ 

Dementia Care Costs  by State :  An Overview of  Costs ,  Types 
of  Dementia Care ,  and the Cost  of  Dementia  Care  by 

State -  Seniorl ink Blog  

Though 5 years old, the data illustrate the wide variation in costs among states. 

__________ 

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/a-french-villages-radical-vision-of-a-good-life-with-alzheimers
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/a-french-villages-radical-vision-of-a-good-life-with-alzheimers
https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/facts-figures
https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/facts-figures
https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/alz.12068
https://www.seniorlink.com/blog/dementia-care-costs-by-state-an-overview-of-costs-types-of-dementia-care-and-the-cost-of-dementia-care-by-state
https://www.seniorlink.com/blog/dementia-care-costs-by-state-an-overview-of-costs-types-of-dementia-care-and-the-cost-of-dementia-care-by-state
https://www.seniorlink.com/blog/dementia-care-costs-by-state-an-overview-of-costs-types-of-dementia-care-and-the-cost-of-dementia-care-by-state
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The FIFA World Cup in Qatar:  geopolit ics ,  money and 

double standards -  Peter Schwarz/WSWS  

A case for  social ist  ethics in  sports . . .  

BTW, br ibery  thr ives  is  a l l  economic system s. . .Didn' t  know 
the head of  F IFA was non -binary .  

__________ 

Thanksgiving: Is there still a place at the 
table for the Middle Class?  - Crosscut 

Sti l l  on target  almost a  decade later .   

_____ 

Click here for  our art icles on Social  Security  and  
ret i rement savings policy:  

__________ 

Bidens back at  private equity bi l l ionaire’s  $20M 
Nantucket  pad for  Thanksgiving -  NY Post  

__________ 

https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/11/25/693c-n25.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/11/25/693c-n25.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/11/25/693c-n25.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://crosscut.com/2013/11/mckay-thanksgiving
https://crosscut.com/2013/11/mckay-thanksgiving
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
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_____ 

These 2  charts show how much more expensive 
Thanksgiving dinner is  this  year  -  Business Insider  

"The  average 2022 cost  for  a  'class ic '  Thanksgiv ing dinner 
for  10 is  $64.05,  according to results  from the American 
Farm Bureau Federation.   That 's  $10.74,  or  20%,  higher 

than what  i t  was  in  2021 ."  

__________ 

U.S.  bans sugar from biggest producer in Dominican 
Republic  -  WaPost  

 

"The move stemmed from an investigation that  found 
indications  of  forced labor at  Central  Roman a,  and comes 

as  sugar pr ices are already up 14 percent."  

CBP bars sugar imports from Dominican Republ ic 's  largest  
producer  -  Pol i t icoPro  

__________ 

 

 

Huge Foxconn iPhone plant  in China rocked by fresh 
worker unrest  -  Reuters  

https://www.businessinsider.com/cost-of-thanksgiving-dinner-turkey-food-prices-inflation-2022-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/cost-of-thanksgiving-dinner-turkey-food-prices-inflation-2022-11
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/23/sugar-ban-dominican-republic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/23/sugar-ban-dominican-republic/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2022/11/cbp-bars-sugar-imports-from-dominican-republics-largest-producer-00070657
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2022/11/cbp-bars-sugar-imports-from-dominican-republics-largest-producer-00070657
https://www.reuters.com/technology/foxconns-zhengzhou-plant-hit-by-fresh-worker-unrest-social-media-livestreams-2022-11-23/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/foxconns-zhengzhou-plant-hit-by-fresh-worker-unrest-social-media-livestreams-2022-11-23/
https://www.voanews.com/a/protesting-workers-beaten-at-chinese-iphone-factory/6848171.html
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__________ 

State Child Tax Credits and Child  Poverty:  A 50 -State 
Analysis  -  ITEP 

"The temporary 2021  federal  Child Tax Credit  expansion 
dramatically  reduced child  poverty  and material  hardship .  
Extending the federal  pol icy would provide the broadest 
poverty reduction across the country .  States can also 
build  on the success of  the credi t .  This  report  presents  
state Child Tax Credit  options  that would reduce state 
child poverty  rates by 25 or  50 percent when coupled with 
exist ing federal  law,  which provides  a maximum of  $2,000 
per  chi ld ,  is  not  fully  refundable and phases in  with 
earnings .  

"There is  increasing momentum in  the states toward 
adopting and expanding Child Tax Credits .  Heading into  
2023,  ten states  currently  have some form of  a  Chi ld Tax 
Credit  and many others are  considering one."  

_____ 

Easing Cash Assistance Rules During COVID -19 Wa s 
Associated With Reduced Days Of  Poor  Physical  And Mental  

Health -  HealthAffairs  

__________ 

Some States Open College Savings Accounts  for  Every 
Newborn -  PEW 

What happens to  the money for  the kids  who don't  go to 
college?  Could i t  be rolled into  retirement accounts?  

__________ 

Thucydides’s Trade Trap - Project Syndicate 

https://itep.org/state-child-tax-credits-and-child-poverty-50-state-analysis/
https://itep.org/state-child-tax-credits-and-child-poverty-50-state-analysis/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00740?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hat&utm_campaign=november+2022&vgo_ee=FIQ5UjRO%2BWxPzL0rCKB5DNKB%2B8tLtp2CHT%2BRqbvouAM%3D
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00740?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hat&utm_campaign=november+2022&vgo_ee=FIQ5UjRO%2BWxPzL0rCKB5DNKB%2B8tLtp2CHT%2BRqbvouAM%3D
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00740?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hat&utm_campaign=november+2022&vgo_ee=FIQ5UjRO%2BWxPzL0rCKB5DNKB%2B8tLtp2CHT%2BRqbvouAM%3D
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2022/11/21/some-states-open-college-savings-accounts-for-every-newborn?utm_campaign=2022-11-21+SD&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew&subscriberkey=0030P00002FB0oeQAD
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2022/11/21/some-states-open-college-savings-accounts-for-every-newborn?utm_campaign=2022-11-21+SD&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew&subscriberkey=0030P00002FB0oeQAD
https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/thucydides-s-trade-trap?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=65373f2231-covid_newsletter_11_23_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-65373f2231-105791845&mc_cid=65373f2231&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
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U.S.  v .  China:  Echos of  Athens v .  Sparta?   (but without  a 
common language except $$)   

_____ 

Thucydides  Trap  -  Wikipedia  

A major  theme in Thucydides'   "History of  the 
Peloponnesian War" is  the  interplay of  pol i t ical  and 
economic revolution and  the confl ict  between the two 
major  power blocs in the Greek world then spanning from 
Asia  Minor  to  Sici ly .   I ronically ,  Athens'  empire was rooted 
in a  c i ty-state democracy.   Sparta's  al l ies  were mostly 
ol igarchies,  Syracuse being an exception.   The histor ian 
noted Athens met i ts  match when i t  attacked a democracy 
as  dynamic as i tself  in  order  the increase i ts  wealth and 
power.   (Note:  Both types of  pol i t ical  systems involved 
slavery  at  the bottom.)  

_____ 

 

'A  War Like No Other' :  Where Hubris  Came From -  NYT 

"This Greek civil war, between Athens and her allies and Sparta and her allies, lasted 

27 years, from 431 to 404 B.C., and ended with the capitulation of Athens and its 

occupation by Sparta. Its interest for Hanson is in comparing Athens to the United 

States. At the outset of the war, Athens was the richest city in the world and, within 

Greece, the sole superpower, with an omnipotent navy. Athens was also a democracy, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thucydides_Trap
https://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/23/books/review/a-war-like-no-other-where-hubris-came-from.html
https://mapsontheweb.zoom-maps.com/post/161847637296/map-of-the-peloponnesian-war-431-404-bc-via-reddit
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anxious to export her political system and way of life throughout the Greek world, if 

necessary by force. The war was fought because Sparta, a military oligarchy, feared 

Athenian imperialism and cultural dominance, and persuaded other Greek cities to 

join with it in an attempt to cut Athens down to size. Hanson sees the United States as 

sharing Athenian hubris and inviting nemesis by trying to export democracy to 

countries like Iraq and Afghanistan. The fact that Hanson himself supports American 

policy gives his book an ironic twist." 

__________ 

Western money and Eastern promises -  Global  Inequali ty  

Book review:  "How the oi l  shock revived capital ism and 
ended communism"  

__________ 

 

Now that the elect ions are over . . .  

Unions Representing Majority  of  Rai lroa d Workers  Reject  
Deal  –  Payday Report  

Also:  "Ontar io  Teachers Pension Plan Hosed in  FTX 
Cryptocurrency Scam –  Union of  Southern Service Workers 

Launched"  

_____ 

Kaiser 's  22.5% raises  avert  nurse str ike -  Becker 's  Hospital  
Review  

https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/western-money-and-eastern-promises
https://paydayreport.com/unions-representing-majority-of-railroad-workers-reject-deal-ontario-teachers-pension-plan-hosed-in-ftx-cryptocurrency-scam-union-of-southern-service-workers-launched/
https://paydayreport.com/unions-representing-majority-of-railroad-workers-reject-deal-ontario-teachers-pension-plan-hosed-in-ftx-cryptocurrency-scam-union-of-southern-service-workers-launched/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hr/kaiser-s-22-5-raises-avert-nurse-strike.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hr/kaiser-s-22-5-raises-avert-nurse-strike.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
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__________ 

Alan Blinder: ‘A Monetary and Fiscal History of 
the United States, 1961-2021’ - Brookings 

After  this  excellent  talk and discussion yesterday,  asked 
Prof .  Bl inder what  is  known about  distr ibutional  impacts of  
Fed rate  hikes intended to moderate inflation by 
suppressing economic act ivi ty:   Does i t  matter  i f  result ing 
unemployment occurs most  at  the top,  middle,  or  bottom 
of  the income distr ibution?   I t  matters  a  lot ,  he  said ,  but 
not much research and analysis  has  been done on the 
issue.   (Macroeconomics  mainly deals  in  averages .)  

He added that  one often hears  that inflation hits  the poor 
the hardest but unemployment is  worse for  them than 
inflation.   

Fed actions to control  inflation are indirect and could take 
a  while  to  dampen investment because of  accumulated 
capital  at  the top resu lt ing from years of  monetary 
accommodation and other  pol ic ies .   Ratcheting up interest  
rates wi l l  eventually  lead to  pain l ikely  to  be concentrated 
in the middle  and bottom.   Bl inder and other  economists  
say a  recession is  l ikely  in  2023.  

_____ 

The Fed and the Dual  Mandate -  St .  Louis  Fed  

"The Fed’s  goals  of  maximum employment and pr ice 
stabil i ty  are generally  complementary .  An economy with 
low and stable  inflation provides economic condit ions that  
are  fr iendly to  business planning,  saving,  and investing,  
which results  in  a  growing economy.  A growing economy 
needs workers to  produce goods and services.  Of  course,  
there are t imes when the goals  are not complementary .  In  

https://www.brookings.edu/events/alan-blinder-a-monetary-and-fiscal-history-of-the-us-1961-2021/
https://www.brookings.edu/events/alan-blinder-a-monetary-and-fiscal-history-of-the-us-1961-2021/
https://www.stlouisfed.org/in-plain-english/the-fed-and-the-dual-mandate
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the late 1970s and early 1980s ,  for  example,  the  economy 
experienced both high inflation and high unemployment 
( low employme nt) .  The Fed decided to  reduce the high 
inflation rate  by rais ing interest rates  to  very high levels ,  
which contr ibuted to two back -to-back recessions. . . "  

__________ 

The richest 20% of America are the real 
pandemic supersavers - Yahoo 

Wage increases  are often blamed for  high inf lation.   A  
more s ignif icant  factor  is  the  tr i l l ions that  the Fed and US 
government pumped into the economy in  response to the 
Great Recession and Covid pandemic .   While  low-wage 
famil ies spent  about  the same trying to balance their  
budgets ,  most  of  the res cue money f loated up to people at  
the top,  equipping them to  bid up pr ices in  response to 
recent supply shortages .  

_____ 

Spending Their  Future -  HumbleDollar  

Throughout  their  working years ,  low savers consistently 
spend more on these three categories than middl i ng 
savers:   housing,  transportat ion,  and food and beverages.  

__________ 

•  

https://money.yahoo.com/richest-america-are-the-pandemic-supersavers-172400880.html
https://money.yahoo.com/richest-america-are-the-pandemic-supersavers-172400880.html
https://humbledollar.com/2022/11/spending-their-future/
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•  

Bill Gates owns a lot of US farmland, but not the majority 

An Open Letter to Bill  Gates on Food, Farming, 
and Africa - Common Dreams 

"We,  50 organizations  focused on food sovereignty  and 
justice worldwide,  want  you to know ther e  is  no  shortage 
of  practical  solutions  and innovations by Afr ican farmers  
and organizations .  We invi te you to step back and learn 

from those on the ground."  

Can local  know -how and shit  do better  in  Afr ica  than high 
tech and chemicals?  

___________ 

 

US Defends Grant of  Immunity to Saudi  Crown Prince -  
VOA 

Journal ism can be a dangerous occupation especially 
when human  l ives  are worth less  than the pr ice  of  gas or  
national  security .  

https://apnews.com/article/fact-check-bill-gates-blackrock-788010130032
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2022/11/10/open-letter-bill-gates-food-farming-and-africa
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2022/11/10/open-letter-bill-gates-food-farming-and-africa
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-defends-grant-of-immunity-to-saudi-crown-prince/6841354.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-defends-grant-of-immunity-to-saudi-crown-prince/6841354.html
https://apnews.com/article/fact-check-bill-gates-blackrock-788010130032
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__________ 

DOJ f inally  orders  FBI  to Invest igate Israeli  Ki l l ing of US 
Journalist  Shireen Abu Akleh;  Israel  Sniffs :  Wil l  not 

Cooperate -  Juan Cole 

__________ 

Judeo-Christ ian Teac hings:   Working For  Fair  Pay  

_____ 

Sunday,  November 20,  2022  

__________ 

The GOP is dead. A new GOP must listen to 
working people.  - Sen. Josh Hawley/WaPost  

 

Click here for  ungated op -ed summary  

Though the GOP is  far  from taking i ts  last  breath,  we agree 
with Sen.  Hawley's  appeal  to  the party to  f ight  more for  
the working class  -  and less  for  the country's  wealthy and 
more powerful  interests .   Many Republicans understand 
this  and the party  has  bee n making inroads among middle -
to-lower income voters ,  with whom Democrats st i l l  hold an 
advantage.   

At some  point ,  however ,  to  maintain  credibi l i ty  in  this  
effort ,  Republican leaders  wil l  confront the real i ty  of  
del iver ing concrete economic benefi ts  to  low -income 
people.   The party  wil l  have to move beyond cultural  hot 
buttons  and f ight  for  wages that can cover  the cost of  
l iv ing .   That  means working with Democrats  to  raise the 
minimum wage,  which has been stuck at  $7.25 for  more 

https://www.juancole.com/2022/11/investigate-journalist-cooperate.html
https://www.juancole.com/2022/11/investigate-journalist-cooperate.html
https://www.juancole.com/2022/11/investigate-journalist-cooperate.html
https://www.juancole.com/2022/11/investigate-journalist-cooperate.html
https://www.openbible.info/topics/working_for_fair_pay
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/18/josh-hawley-oped-republican-party-working-people/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/18/josh-hawley-oped-republican-party-working-people/
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/hawley-op-ed-gop-dead-new-gop-must-listen-working-people
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than a  decade ($2 .13 for  t ipped workers) .   I t  also  means 
taking a  hard look at  regressive  tax breaks for  health and 
retirement employe e benefi ts ,  and child  tax credits ,  that  
now transfer  bi l l ions of  dollars  from the middle  and 
bottom of  the workforce to the top.  Are these core 
economic issues  --  and immigration reform for  that  matter  
--  Rubicons the GOP is  wil l ing to  cross?  

In  recent years,  neither  party  has done much to help 
frontl ine workers .   Instead of  f ighting for  the entire  
bottom 50%,  Democrats have focused on benefi t ing 
selected racial  and gender groups while often pr ior i t iz ing 
pol ic ies that  most  benefi t  professionals ,  managers ,  a nd 
other  higher -educated and higher -income 
groups.   Democrats could decide at  some point  to  respond 
to  Republican inroads among working class  voters  by 
returning to the party's  egal i tar ian New Deal  roots .   I f  so ,  
how might the GOP respond?   More competi t io n for  their  
votes could improve working people's  l ives.  

__________ 

Why Walmart Workers Are Still  Broke - 
Capital & Main 

"Rick  Wartzman’s  new book examines how improvements  
in  pay by the retai l  g iant fal l  far  short  of  what society  

owes workers"  

" In the eyes  of  many,  Walmart has  really  embraced 
stakeholder  capital ism and is  taking posit ive steps.  
  
"But  again,  at  the  end of  the day,  i ts  average worker  is  
making less than $29,000 a year .  I t  st i l l  has far  too many 
workers —  I  think one is  too many —  on Medicaid  and food 
stamps .  I t  has workers struggling to make ends meet ,  folks 
who wake up every day and work hard.  And so what  this  

https://capitalandmain.com/why-walmart-workers-are-still-broke
https://capitalandmain.com/why-walmart-workers-are-still-broke
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/19/walmart-and-mcdonalds-among-top-employers-of-medicaid-and-food-stamp-beneficiaries.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/19/walmart-and-mcdonalds-among-top-employers-of-medicaid-and-food-stamp-beneficiaries.html
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showed me is  we can only solve this  as a  collectiv e .  
Corporate America  wil l  never  go far  enough or  fast  enough 
on i ts  own.  This  needs to be a publ ic  solution.  We need a 
government-mandated l iv ing wage of  $20 an hour ."  

Pol icy Q:   Would a law requir ing corporations  to reimburse 
the government for  Medicaid and food stamp 
costs  incurred by their  employees provide an incentive  to 
raise  wages to cover  the cost  of  l iv ing?  

Looks l ike House Republicans wil l  be  trying to cut federal  
spending and debt :  

American Renewal:  A Conservative Plan to Strengthen the 
Social  Contract  and Save the Country 's  Finances  -  AEI  

__________ 

Brits face sharpest fall in l iving standards on 
record as government tightens its belt - CNBC 

Sounds l ike a  depression.  People in  "the middle" are  
expected to be hardest hi t .   Br i ts ,  however,  have trouble 
dist inguishing the middle  from either  end:  

Why do so many professional ,  middle -class Bri ts  insist  
they're working class -  Guardian 

Social  class in the United Kingdom  -  Wikipedia 

__________ 

The Secret Finances of the Vatican Economy -  
Investopedia  

__________ 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/19/walmart-and-mcdonalds-among-top-employers-of-medicaid-and-food-stamp-beneficiaries.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/19/walmart-and-mcdonalds-among-top-employers-of-medicaid-and-food-stamp-beneficiaries.html
https://www.americanrenewalbook.com/
https://www.americanrenewalbook.com/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/11/18/brits-face-sharpest-fall-in-living-standards-on-record-as-government-tightens-its-belt.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/11/18/brits-face-sharpest-fall-in-living-standards-on-record-as-government-tightens-its-belt.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jan/18/why-professional-middle-class-brits-insist-working-class
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jan/18/why-professional-middle-class-brits-insist-working-class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_class_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/030613/secret-finances-vatican-economy.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/030613/secret-finances-vatican-economy.asp
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Maryland probe finds 158 abusive priests, 
over 600 victims - AP 

“Once again ,  the church has  l ied about the number  of  
abusive pr iests ,”  Lorenz sa id in  a  statement .  “Many 

parishes were dumping grounds for  predators ,  some 
housed almost ten.  I t  i s  very clear  that nobody was safe.  

Sadly ,  i t  is  no different  than any diocese or  secular  report  
in  the country .”  

Research Q:  Were the church’s  ‘dumping grounds'  in  low -
income neighborhoods as  reportedly happened in  Boston 
(par ishes  where parents  had less  power and money to 
defend themselves and their  famil ies)?  

As suggested   in  a  2019  letter  to  the Washington  Post ,  
supervisors who covered up these cr imes should do jai l  
t ime along with the abusers .   Jesus teaches that  harming 
children is  one of  the greatest offenses in God's  
Kingdom.   He also urges  his  followers  to  vis i t  those in 
pr ison.   Is  there a  more f i t t ing purgatory?  

" If  cr imes against  chi ldren can’t  be stopped from within ,  th e 
Vatican and i ts  subsidiar ies need purging from the outside"  

__________ 

https://apnews.com/article/religion-maryland-baltimore-sexual-abuse-by-clergy-3ff478115fb428133834c82676b892c0
https://apnews.com/article/religion-maryland-baltimore-sexual-abuse-by-clergy-3ff478115fb428133834c82676b892c0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-catholic-church-should-be-punished-for-failing-to-protect-children-from-abuse/2019/02/24/44ca416e-35ee-11e9-8375-e3dcf6b68558_story.html
https://www.openbible.info/topics/hurting_children
https://www.openbible.info/topics/hurting_children
https://www.johnsmiley.com/personal/WorksOfMercy.htm
https://www.johnsmiley.com/personal/WorksOfMercy.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-catholic-church-should-be-punished-for-failing-to-protect-children-from-abuse/2019/02/24/44ca416e-35ee-11e9-8375-e3dcf6b68558_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-catholic-church-should-be-punished-for-failing-to-protect-children-from-abuse/2019/02/24/44ca416e-35ee-11e9-8375-e3dcf6b68558_story.html
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Whatever happened to the 40-hour work week? (WSJ illustration) 

‘ I ’m sell ing my blood’ :  mill ions in US can’t  make ends 
meet with two jobs -  Guardian 

"More Americans have been working two or  more jobs over  
the past  few decades,  census data  shows."  

Estimates  of  the number of  Americans working more than 
one job vary  widely ( BLS:  5%,  Census:  7 .8%,  Fed:  16.4% )  and 
probably miss many workers .  

For employers,  h ir ing more part -t ime workers can provide 
f lex ibi l i ty  while reducing the cost  of  benef its  and pay.   For  
a  large section of  the low -wage workforce,  the  standard 
40-hour  work week  that organized labor fought  for  a  
century  ago is  an art i fact of  the  past .   US law requires  
employers  to  pay overtime for work exceeding 40 hours 
but this  can only be enforced for  one employer .   The law 
doesn't  help someone  who works  32  hours at  one job and  
20 hours  at  another .   Mult iple jobs require  multiple 
commutes that can cut  into t ime avai lable to spend with 
family .  

While US overtime law is  based on hours worked,  i t  does 
not def ine "full  t ime" work.  That is  largely left  to  an 
employer 's  discretion:  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/nov/05/multiple-jobs-census-data-inflation-us?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/nov/05/multiple-jobs-census-data-inflation-us?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.cultureamp.com/blog/40-hour-work-week
https://www.cultureamp.com/blog/40-hour-work-week
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Who is  a  full -t ime employee? -  Employment Law Handbook  

" In a  large number of  instances ,  when the questions  about 
full -t ime employment are asked,  the  person asking wants 
to  know if  an employer  is  legally obl igated to provide 
some kind of  fr inge benefi t .  This  includes health 
insurance,  vacation leave,  s ick  leave,  retirement benefi t ,  
and more.  

"Frequently ,  employers  only  offer  such benefi ts  to  full-
t ime employees .  Employees who do not qual ify for  the 
fr inge benefi ts  want  to  make sure their  employers  are not  
unfair ly  denying them those benef its . "  

Current employment law combined with marketplace  
behavior  results  in  extreme inequal i ty  in  employee 
benefi ts  (many subsidi zed by taxpayers)  between higher -
paid  and lower-paid workers ,  part icularly those who work 
part-t ime.  See:  

Where Are the Workers??  … Show Them the Money -  and 
Benefits! !  

"For  some types of  benefi ts ,  there  are especially stark  
contrasts  in what the labor market yields  at  the top and 
bottom. On average,  our  professional  receives  about 
$13 ,000 in health coverage while  the l ine  worker  gets  
about  $1,600.  An 8 -to-1 ratio .  The professional  receives  
more than 14 t imes more in paid  leave:  $13 ,000 worth of  
t ime off ,  compared to $900.  Many low -paid workers 
receive  no paid s ick  days  at  al l .  

"Most  str ik ing is  the 37 -to-1 difference in retirement and 
savings  benefi ts .  The high -paid employee receives  $11 ,604 
while his  or  her  low-paid co -workers  average just  $313.  
That  is ,  i f  they can keep their  jobs,  are offered a 401(k) ,  
become vested,  and don’t  need to borrow for  an 

https://www.employmentlawhandbook.com/general/full-time-employee/
https://www.employmentlawhandbook.com/employer-obligations/6-free-employee-benefits-that-wont-cost-your-company-anything/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/show%20me%20the%20money%20-%20and%20benefits%208-24-21.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/show%20me%20the%20money%20-%20and%20benefits%208-24-21.pdf
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emergency expense (should the employer al low the 
retirement plan to loan them money) ."  

_____ 

The history of  the  40 -hour  work week  

• 1817: After the Industrial Revolution, activists and labor union groups advocated 

for better working conditions. People were working 80 to 100 hour weeks during 

this time. 

• 1866: The National Labor Union asked Congress to pass a law mandating the eight-

hour workday. While the law wasn’t passed, it increased public support for the 

change. 

• 1869: President Ulysses S. Grant issued a proclamation to guarantee eight-hour 

workdays for government employees. Grant's decision encouraged private-sector 

workers to push for the same rights.  

• 1886: The Illinois Legislature passed a law mandating eight-hour workdays. Many 

employers refused to cooperate, which led to a massive worker strike in Chicago, 

where there was a bomb that killed at least 12 people. The aftermath is known as 

the Haymarket Riot and is now commemorated on May 1 as a public holiday in 

many countries. 

• 1926: Henry Ford popularized the 40-hour work week after he discovered through 

his research that working more yielded only a small increase in productivity that 

lasted a short period of time.  

• 1938: Congress passed the Fair Labor Standards Act, which required employers to 

pay overtime to all employees who worked more than 44 hours a week. They 

amended the act two years later to reduce the work week to 40 hours.  

• 1940: The 40-hour work week became U.S. law. 

 

 

 

https://www.cultureamp.com/blog/40-hour-work-week
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/05/03/how-the-8-hour-workday-changed-how-americans-work.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/history-of-the-40-hour-workweek-2015-10
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Starbucks workers str ike at  more than 100 stores in 
largest labor action since union campaign -  PBS 

Starbucks workers str ike on ‘Red Cup Day’  over stalled 
labor  talks -  WaPost  

 

"Workers say they want  a contract  that provides  more 
stable hours and provis ions  to  force Starbucks  to address 
understaff ing and inadequate train ing.  

"Union off ic ials  have accused the company of cutt ing the 
work hours of  local  union leaders  so they no long er qual ify  
for  the company’s  health insurance plan,  or  working them 
unti l  they burn out  by purposefully understaff ing the 
busiest  hours."  

__________ 

 

__________ 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/starbucks-workers-strike-at-more-than-100-stores-in-largest-labor-action-since-union-campaign
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/starbucks-workers-strike-at-more-than-100-stores-in-largest-labor-action-since-union-campaign
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/17/starbucks-strike-union/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/17/starbucks-strike-union/
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Elon Musk heads to court  over  Tesla pay that  made him 
the world’s  r ichest person -  CNN 

Modern courts  of  equity?  

_____ 

Mill ionaires are conduits  for  news and opinion shapers  for  
mi l l ions  of  Americans:  

The Salaries  of TV’s  Top Reporters  May Surprise You! -  
Heraldweekly  

__________ 

Extending the student loan moratorium 
(again) is a terrible idea - WaPost 

Unlike Biden's  student loan forgiveness effort ,  " ( t )he  
student-loan morator ium.. .appl ies  to  al l  borrowers ,  
including lawyers ,  doctors and other  highly  paid  
professionals .  The largest benef its  go to well -off  
Americans ,  who have already enjoyed nearly three years of  
no  repayments  and n o interest accumulation.  Hard -
working taxpayers  who did  not go  to college,  or  who did  
not borrow to do so ,  would surely  love to get this  kind of  
deal . "  

BTW, there's  also an " inflation subsidy":  I f  and when loan 
payments start  up again ,  the current  run of  h igh inflation 
means debtors with  f ixed rates  wil l  re -pay in  discounted 
dollars .  

In  the future ,  government help for  low -income students 
attending college should come more from grants ,  less 
from loans .  Interest rates for  low -middle  income students  
could be pegged just  above what  the Fed charges banks to 
maintain  l iquidi ty .  The country  needs to  ut i l ize the brain 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/13/business/elon-musk-court-pay/?dicbo=v2-d2424665eb4c41ada091a613525dc5d3&hpt=ob_blogfooterold
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/13/business/elon-musk-court-pay/?dicbo=v2-d2424665eb4c41ada091a613525dc5d3&hpt=ob_blogfooterold
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/16/student-loan-moratorium-extension/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/16/student-loan-moratorium-extension/
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power of  al l  segments  of  society in  order  to  
compete/thr ive .  Some social ism at the bottom can help  
capital ism work  better  at  the top.  

__________ 

 
 

Year-End Tax Policy Pr iority:  Expand the Chi ld Tax Credit  
for the 19 Mil l ion Chi ldren Who Receive Less  Than the 

Full  Credit  -  CBPP 

Good to see a  progressive think tank leading with a  call  
for  economic fairness for  ALL children and famil ies rather  
than drenching its  arguments  in ident ity pol it ics  that  can 
al ienate segments  of  the bott om 50%.   Is  this  a  s ign that  
the Dems are  try ing to reconnect with  the working 
class?   Shift ing preferences of  the foundations  that fund 
them?  The House in  GOP hands?  

__________ 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
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Who Benefits from Income and Wealth Growth 
in the United States? - Realtime 

Inequality/UC Berkely 

"Realt ime Inequal i ty  provides the f i rst  t imely  stat ist ics  on 
how economic growth is  distr ibuted across groups.  When 
new growth numbers  come out  each quarter ,  we show how 
each income and wealth group benefits .  Controll ing  for  
pr ice inflation,  average national  income per  adult  in  the 
United States increased at an annual ized rate of  1 .8% in  
the third  quarter  of  2022,  and average income for  the 
bottom 50% grew by  1 .5%."  

How groups with different  levels  of  income compare 
depends a lot  on framing.   For  example,  compare 
dif ferences in income trends for  the top,  middle ,  and 
bottom over  the past  50 years,  10 years,  and 12  months .   

Here's  the focus that Axios chose yesterday:    

Wage Winners  

__________ 

UC officials  call  for  mediator as  str ike by 48,000 
academic workers  causes systemwide  disruptions -  LA 

Times 

Not al l  low-income workers  are blue collar  and lack 
college degrees .  

__________ 

As Supreme Court  Considers  Affi rmative Act ion’s  Future,  
Legacy Admissions Also Need to End -  AEI  

https://realtimeinequality.org/
https://realtimeinequality.org/
https://realtimeinequality.org/
https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-macro-5a307962-5c84-445d-9e7e-895fa0791ef4.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosmacro&stream=business
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-11-14/university-of-california-strike-academic-workers-graduate-students?utm_id=75913&sfmc_id=799098
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-11-14/university-of-california-strike-academic-workers-graduate-students?utm_id=75913&sfmc_id=799098
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-11-14/university-of-california-strike-academic-workers-graduate-students?utm_id=75913&sfmc_id=799098
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/scotus-may-end-race-based-admissions-preferences-congress-should-do-same-for-wealth-based-preferences/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGIGgItUfPkxK_0wqJABmwxFWvod2FYZIQJlVPTk5xB1G15x_auxNIAizbr-kHDDaTIHeMtdSNUhdzAE3aPEob9mjfBzxp2aLhD5MODdpuztuF15g
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/scotus-may-end-race-based-admissions-preferences-congress-should-do-same-for-wealth-based-preferences/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGIGgItUfPkxK_0wqJABmwxFWvod2FYZIQJlVPTk5xB1G15x_auxNIAizbr-kHDDaTIHeMtdSNUhdzAE3aPEob9mjfBzxp2aLhD5MODdpuztuF15g
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" I f  aff i rmative  action is  a  violation of  equal  opportunity,  
then legacy and donation -driven admissions  are  
something far  more troubl ing.  I t ’s  t ime for  them to  end.  
Congress should s imply amend federal  funding language 
to  dictate that colleges that  wish to collect federal  funds 
or  be el igible for  federal  lending should be required to 
erect  a nd maintain  a  f i rewall  between giv ing and 
admissions .  States should adopt s imilar  pol icies  for  publ ic  
inst itutions ,  condit ioning aid  on a commitment to  meri t -
based admissions."  

__________ 

Recent  trends in  global  income distr ibution:  take aways 
from Branko Milanovic London School of  Economics 

lecture 

"Post-2008 F inancial  Cr is is ,  the Elephant  curve has  
changed,  but  the underlying mechanisms remain the same. 

Rapid growth in  China left  an “empty spot”  at  the  bottom 
quinti le ,  which was f i l led by India ,  a  phenomenon called 

the “sucking below” effect ."  

" Indians now comprise 40 percent  of  the bottom quint i le  
of  the income distr ibution stat ist ics ."  

There's  always room at the bottom!  

__________ 

Nouriel Roubini Interview on MegaThreats - 
Project Syndicate 

__________ 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2022/11/02/cutting-edge-issues-with-branko-milanovic-recent-trends-in-global-income-distribution/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2022/11/02/cutting-edge-issues-with-branko-milanovic-recent-trends-in-global-income-distribution/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2022/11/02/cutting-edge-issues-with-branko-milanovic-recent-trends-in-global-income-distribution/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/interview-nouriel-roubini-stagflation-debt-crisis-crypto-china-2022-11?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=7098739afe-contributor_newsletter_roubini_11_15_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-7098739afe-105791845&mc_cid=7098739afe&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/interview-nouriel-roubini-stagflation-debt-crisis-crypto-china-2022-11?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=7098739afe-contributor_newsletter_roubini_11_15_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-7098739afe-105791845&mc_cid=7098739afe&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
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Amazon founder Jeff  Bezos warns a recession is  looming 
-  and Americans should 'prep are for  the worst '  -  msn 

BTW, Amazon bel ieves in invest ing i ts  higher  income 
employees in  capital ism:  

Amazon Giving Out  Record Amounts  of Stock to 
Employees.  Why? -  Dice 

But,  for  hourly employees,  not  so much:  

Amazon Ends RSU Grants  To Hourly Employees,  But  The 
Benefits  Of Broad -Based Employee Stock Grants Live On 

Elsewhere -  myStockOptionsblog 

CCSE bel ieves capital ism should be inclusive:  As many 
workers as practicable should own working capital  on an 
individual  basis .   Paying employees in  company stock can 
achieve this  goal  for  successful ,  publ icly traded 
companies  l ike Amazon,  especial ly i f  they enjoy monopoly 
power.   Other  employers  can do this  through retirement 
plans offer ing a  mix  of  investment options .  

The US government could make sure every worker  has a 
retirement account and a minimum contr ibution to  invest  
in i t  annually .   Now, almost half  the workforce owns zero 
net  assets .   

In  Amazon's  case,  while stock compensation was 
discontinued for  hourly employees ,  the  co mpany offers  
only a  2% match on 401(k)  contr ibut ions .  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/amazon-founder-jeff-bezos-warns-a-recession-is-looming-and-americans-should-prepare-for-the-worst/ar-AA1468z0?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=2a44b0db03c44d50b8c7269b7c15f939
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/amazon-founder-jeff-bezos-warns-a-recession-is-looming-and-americans-should-prepare-for-the-worst/ar-AA1468z0?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=2a44b0db03c44d50b8c7269b7c15f939
https://insights.dice.com/2022/08/12/amazon-giving-out-record-amounts-of-stock-to-employees-why/
https://insights.dice.com/2022/08/12/amazon-giving-out-record-amounts-of-stock-to-employees-why/
https://mystockoptions.typepad.com/blog/2018/10/amazon-ends-rsu-grants-to-hourly-employees-benefits-of-broad-based-stock-grants-will-still-live-on.html
https://mystockoptions.typepad.com/blog/2018/10/amazon-ends-rsu-grants-to-hourly-employees-benefits-of-broad-based-stock-grants-will-still-live-on.html
https://mystockoptions.typepad.com/blog/2018/10/amazon-ends-rsu-grants-to-hourly-employees-benefits-of-broad-based-stock-grants-will-still-live-on.html
https://www.amazon.jobs/de/landing_pages/benefitsoverview-us
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The company in  essence employs  two tr ibes:  h igher -paid 
managerial  and technolog ical  staff  that own a  stake in the 
enterprise  and hourly workers struggling to pay bi l ls  with  
l i t t le  opportunity  to  save and invest .   A  compensation 
system l ike this  can be expected to magnify  wealth 
inequal i ty .  

Click  here  for  CCSE work on Social  Securi ty  and the U.S .  
retirement savings  system  

__________ 

 

Her Child Was St i l lborn at  39 Weeks.  She Blames a 
System That Doesn ’ t  Always Listen to Mothers .  -  

ProPublica 

"Every year  more than 20,000 pregnancies in the U.S .  
result  in  a  st i l lbir th ,  but not  al l  of  these tragedies  were 

inevitable .  As  many as one in  four  st i l lbirths are  
potential ly  pr eventable."  

__________ 

Women need to stop shaming men for  being ‘too 
masculine’  -  Melanie Notkin/NY Post  

__________ 

There’s  Plenty Of  GOP Blame To Go Around,  But One 
Person Deserves More Than Others  -  Derek 

Hunter/Townhall  

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/stillbirths-prevention-infant-mortality?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://www.propublica.org/article/stillbirths-prevention-infant-mortality?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://www.propublica.org/article/stillbirths-prevention-infant-mortality?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://townhall.com/columnists/derekhunter/2022/11/13/theres-plenty-of-gop-blame-to-go-around-but-one-person-deserves-more-than-others-n2615883?utm_source=thdaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl&bcid=ba44609c58118111a6ad04008eaaea50a0b41b1400e04d57e1c714f15ff23a82&recip=26734403
https://nypost.com/2022/11/12/women-need-to-stop-shaming-men-for-being-too-masculine/
https://nypost.com/2022/11/12/women-need-to-stop-shaming-men-for-being-too-masculine/
https://townhall.com/columnists/derekhunter/2022/11/13/theres-plenty-of-gop-blame-to-go-around-but-one-person-deserves-more-than-others-n2615883?utm_source=thdaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl&bcid=ba44609c58118111a6ad04008eaaea50a0b41b1400e04d57e1c714f15ff23a82&recip=26734403
https://townhall.com/columnists/derekhunter/2022/11/13/theres-plenty-of-gop-blame-to-go-around-but-one-person-deserves-more-than-others-n2615883?utm_source=thdaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl&bcid=ba44609c58118111a6ad04008eaaea50a0b41b1400e04d57e1c714f15ff23a82&recip=26734403
https://townhall.com/columnists/derekhunter/2022/11/13/theres-plenty-of-gop-blame-to-go-around-but-one-person-deserves-more-than-others-n2615883?utm_source=thdaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl&bcid=ba44609c58118111a6ad04008eaaea50a0b41b1400e04d57e1c714f15ff23a82&recip=26734403
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"After  decades of  conservatives  saying i f  Roe v  Wade were 
overturned all  i t  would mean is  the issue would return to 

the states ,  Graham decided to take a  dump on that 
concept  and go against federal ism,  re -energiz ing those 

l iberals  who’d moved on."  
 

__________ 

As Democrats  celebrate avert ing elect ion disaster ,  we 
can't  igno re the voters  we're losing -  Eric Adams/USA 

Today 

"The people  –  working people –  are  our  north star .  Their  
pr ior i t ies must  be our  pr ior it ies .  Their  values  must  be 

respected.  Their  voices must  be heard."  

_____ 

 

_____ 

Poor,  Low-Income Residents  Were a Third of  Voters  in 
2020 Presidential  Election:  Study -  Washington Inf ormer 

__________ 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2022/11/13/democrats-midterms-success-wont-save-them-next-election/8319290001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2022/11/13/democrats-midterms-success-wont-save-them-next-election/8319290001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2022/11/13/democrats-midterms-success-wont-save-them-next-election/8319290001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.washingtoninformer.com/poor-low-income-residents-were-a-third-of-voters-in-2020-presidential-election-study/
https://www.washingtoninformer.com/poor-low-income-residents-were-a-third-of-voters-in-2020-presidential-election-study/
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Sunday,  November 13,  2022  

__________ 

"Write the vis ion;  make it  plain on tablets ,  so that a  runner 
may read i t . . . "  -  Habakkuk 2  

 

__________ 

Rich countries l ike Austral ia shouldn’t  balk at  cl imate 
spending –  i t  wil l  soon pay for i tself  -  Guardian 

__________ 

 

Meet Chloe Cole,  the 18 -year-old leading the f ight to 
protect children from transgender surgeries  -  CNA 

_____ 

Follow the money:  Medical  expe rts  are muti lat ing 
gender-confused people because i t 's  profi table -  

Washington Examiner  

_____ 

 

https://www.bible.com/bible/2016/HAB.2.NRSV
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/nov/11/rich-countries-like-australia-shouldnt-balk-at-climate-spending-it-will-soon-pay-for-itself
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/nov/11/rich-countries-like-australia-shouldnt-balk-at-climate-spending-it-will-soon-pay-for-itself
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/amp/news/252376/chloe-cole-leading-fight-to-protect-children-from-transgender-surgeries
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/amp/news/252376/chloe-cole-leading-fight-to-protect-children-from-transgender-surgeries
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/follow-the-money-medical-experts-are-mutilating-gender-confused-people-because-its-profitable
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/follow-the-money-medical-experts-are-mutilating-gender-confused-people-because-its-profitable
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/follow-the-money-medical-experts-are-mutilating-gender-confused-people-because-its-profitable
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U.S.  Sex Reassignment Surgery Market Size,  Share & 
Trends Analys is  Report  By Gender Transit ion -  Grand View 

Research  

__________ 

 

HarperColl ins  Workers  Are Demanding Murdoch’s News 
Corp Pay Them a Living Wage -  truthout  

_____ 

Payday Report  -  Mike Elk  

_____ 

Belgian workers  are f ight ing for  more money —  h igh-paid 
EU staff ,  too -  Pol it ico  

__________ 

Why Didn't the Government Stop the Crypto Scam? 
-  Matt Stoller/BIG 

"Gary Gensler  is  the sheriff  of  Wall  Street.  So why couldn't  
he  stop the fraud revealed by the blow -up of Sam 

Bankman-Fried?"  

https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/us-sex-reassignment-surgery-market
https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/us-sex-reassignment-surgery-market
https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/us-sex-reassignment-surgery-market
https://truthout.org/articles/harpercollins-workers-are-demanding-murdochs-newscorp-pay-them-a-living-wage/
https://truthout.org/articles/harpercollins-workers-are-demanding-murdochs-newscorp-pay-them-a-living-wage/
https://paydayreport.com/22000-ca-nurses-to-strike-markets-tank-on-lulas-speech-colombian-tiktok-workers-fight-back/
https://www.politico.eu/article/hidden-among-the-belgian-strikes-an-eu-salary-bump/
https://www.politico.eu/article/hidden-among-the-belgian-strikes-an-eu-salary-bump/
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/why-didnt-the-government-stop-the?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=11524&post_id=83751526&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/why-didnt-the-government-stop-the?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=11524&post_id=83751526&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
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Q for  f inancial  regulators:  I f  th is  guy somehow is  
convicted of  fraud for  manipulating imagi nary  money,  
could he do t ime in  a  vir tual  ja i l  somewhere in  the cloud?  

Some music  to  regulate by:  

"Somewhere over  the Rainbow"  

__________ 

Palestinian parents fear  for their  chi ldren as  Israel ’s  far  
r ight r ises  -  WaPost  

"In the West Bank, meanwhile, 2022 is on course to be the deadliest year for 

Palestinians since the United Nations began tracking fatalities in 2005. At least 28 

Palestinians younger than 18 have been killed so far this year, compared with 17 in 

all of 2021, according to U.N. data. More than 800 minors have been injured. The 

United Nations voiced concerns last month that Israel is using excessive force against 

children... 

"Ben Gvir’s Jewish Power party is the political descendant of the far-right Kach party, 

which was banned from the Knesset for being racist and undemocratic. Ben Gvir has 

been convicted multiple times for inciting hatred against Arabs and was exempted 

from mandatory military service as a young man after he threatened Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin for trying to make peace with the Palestinians. Rabin was assassinated 

by an Israeli ultranationalist three weeks later. 

"Israeli ultranationalist lawmaker Itamar Ben Gvir, center, arrives Thursday at the 

president's residence in Jerusalem for consultations on the next government. (Ronen 

Zvulun/Reuters) 

"Now, Ben Gvir is likely to become Israel’s next public security minister, in charge of 

the police, prisons and security around Jerusalem religious sites, which have long 

been flash points in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

"He has called for giving police and soldiers wider latitude to use live ammunition 

and shielding them from criminal prosecution for killing or injuring Palestinians." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_DKWlrA24k
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/11/israel-west-bank-ben-gvir/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/11/israel-west-bank-ben-gvir/
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties
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__________ 

 

Discipl ining workers in  a  workers’  state -  Branko 
Milanovic  

"The most  important thing to  real ize  is  that  work effort  
was much less ,  and the number  of  hours  of  effective  work 

probably even less  than in an equivalent capital ist -run 
f i rm. . . "  

The result  might  be different  i f  workers owned shares  of  
the companies they worked for  -  and owned working 
capital  in  the economy as  a whole .  

__________ 

How the FCC Shields Cellphone Companies  From Safety 
Concerns -  ProPublica 

New technology is  a  powerful  deity  that often gets  a  free 
pass  to  enter  the market  without  precaution.   As  with 
tobacco,  wireless  products  wil l  have to cause irrefutable 
damage to  humans before the US government takes 
meaningful  action to probe and regulate  their  safety .   

Science isn' t  an even playing f ield .  Relatively  few 
independent researchers are  funded to look into wireless 
safety  while  industry  scientists  owe  their  f i rst  loyalty to  
their  corporations .   I f  a  wireless  company researcher  
found health impacts,  do you think the study would be 
published?  

__________ 

FEDERAL WORKPLACE SAFETY INVESTIGATION OF 
MAPLETON FOUNDRY WORKER’S FATAL FALL INTO MOLTEN 

https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/disciplining-workers-in-a-workers?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=371309&post_id=83851036&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/disciplining-workers-in-a-workers?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=371309&post_id=83851036&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.propublica.org/article/fcc-5g-wireless-safety-cellphones-risk
https://www.propublica.org/article/fcc-5g-wireless-safety-cellphones-risk
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20221109-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20221109-1
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IRON FINDS CATERPILLAR FAILED TO INSTALL REQUIRED 
FALL PROTECTION -  US DOL  

Is  the  proposed  f ine  suff ic ient  to  influence corporate  
behavior?  

The pr ice of  a  worker ’s  l i fe  in America:  OSHA f ines  
Caterpi l lar  $145,027 for  “wil lful”  safety  violat ion that  led 

to  Steven Dierkes’  death -  WSWS  

 

__________ 

IRA and 401(k)  Contribut ion Limits Are Increasing.  That’s  
Great News I f  You Are Rich -  TPC 

" In response to the recent burst  of  inf lat ion,  the  IRS is  
rais ing contr ibution l imits  for  the full  range of  retirement 
savings  accounts .  That ’s  great news.  I f  you make a lot  of  
money.  

"But  i t  won’t  make the s l ightest d ifference to the vast 
majori ty  of  working -age Americans,  who contr ibute far  
less  than the exist ing l imits ,  or  nothing at  al l .  

"This  is  no cr it ic ism of  the IRS,  which is  doing exactly what 
the ta x law requires  when i t  increases  these l imits  to  
account for  inf lation.  But  i t  is  yet another  reason why the 
entire  ret irement savings system needs to be overhauled 
so that  i t  benefi ts  those who need the help ,  not  those who 
have plenty of  opportunity to  pu t away money for  old  age 
and the Wall  Street f i rms that  service their  accounts ."  

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20221109-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20221109-1
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/11/11/dier-n11.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/11/11/dier-n11.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/11/11/dier-n11.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/ira-and-401k-contribution-limits-are-increasing-thats-great-news-if-you-are-rich?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/ira-and-401k-contribution-limits-are-increasing-thats-great-news-if-you-are-rich?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/401k-limit-increases-to-22500-for-2023-ira-limit-rises-to-6500
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/401k-limit-increases-to-22500-for-2023-ira-limit-rises-to-6500
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__________ 

 

Lightning strikes the Badlands 

 

South Dakota voters decide to  extend Medicaid coverage 
to 45 ,000 people -  Poli t ico 

"Yet  another  Medicaid  expansion ballot  measure passed in 
a  Republican state."  

Low-wage workers  need and deserve medical  coverage 
and a  l iv ing wage.   They are almost half  the working 
populat ion.   Both part ies could do a lot  more for  these 
people.  

__________ 

With inflation top of mind, voters raise 
minimum wage in two states - WaPost 

"Democrats  have generally tended to embrace hiking the 
minimum wage. . .Yet Republican voters often support  
rais ing the minimum wage,  as well .  Between 1996 and 

2022,  there have been 28 minimum wage increase 
ini t iat ives  on state ballots .  Only  two have been 

voted down."  

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/11/09/south-dakota-expand-medicaid-health-care-coverage-midterms-00065911
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/11/09/south-dakota-expand-medicaid-health-care-coverage-midterms-00065911
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/09/minimum-wage-inflation-voters/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/11/09/minimum-wage-inflation-voters/


60 
 

Deep-red Nebraska joins l iberal  states in adopting $15 
minimum wage -  ABC  

"The last federal minimum wage hike took place in 2009, when Congress raised the 

pay floor to its current level of $7.25. As of August, 30 states have raised their 

minimum wage above the federal level, according to the National Conference of State 

Legislatures." 

_____ 

CCSE work on rais ing the national  minimum wage:  

"Considerations on  Raising the U.S .  Minimum Wage To Help 
Workers and Famil ies Whi le Minimizing Neg ative Impacts"  

"Yes ,  raise the minimum wage,  but  don't  stop there"  -  op-ed  

__________ 

‘Enough’ :  Nurses in  UK to go on str ike for  f irst  t ime in  
history -  Al jazeera 

__________ 

The messy true story of  the last  t ime we beat inflat ion 
-  Alex Yablon/VOX   

"The usual  narrative  about  the 'Volcker  shock'  leaves a lot  
out  —  and pol icymakers r isk  learning the wrong lessons ."  

 

 

 

https://abcnews.go.com/Business/nebraska-voters-approve-15-minimum-wage/story?id=92985074
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/nebraska-voters-approve-15-minimum-wage/story?id=92985074
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/raising%20minimum%20wage%20with%20caution%20-%202-17-21%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/raising%20minimum%20wage%20with%20caution%20-%202-17-21%20latest.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/yes-raise-the-minimum-wage-but-dont-stop-there
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/10/enough-nurses-in-uk-to-go-on-strike-for-first-time-in-history
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/10/enough-nurses-in-uk-to-go-on-strike-for-first-time-in-history
https://www.vox.com/2022/11/2/23433474/federal-reserve-interest-rate-inflation-volcker
https://www.vox.com/2022/11/2/23433474/federal-reserve-interest-rate-inflation-volcker
https://www.vox.com/2022/11/2/23433474/federal-reserve-interest-rate-inflation-volcker
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What is  Modern Monetary Theory? Understanding the 
alternative economic theory that's  becoming more 

mainstream - Business Insider  

_____ 

Modern Monetary  Theory,  debunked everywhere except 
among government big -spenders  -  Mitch Daniels/WaPost  

 

_____ 

Inflation and the Fall of the Roman Empire - 
Joseph Peden/Mises Institute 

" . . .One of  the odd things  about  inflation is ,  in  the Roman 
Empire ,  that  while the state  survived —  the Roman state 
was not  destroyed by inflation —  what was destroyed by 
inflation was the freedom of  the Roman people .  
Part icularly ,  the f i rst  v ict im was their  economic freedom.. .  

"While  the state had solved the monetary problem for  i ts  
own const ituents,  i t  had fai led to solve i t  for  the masses .  
Rome cont inued  to use an oppressive system of  taxation in 
order  to  f i l l  the coffers  of  the rul ing bureaucrats and 
soldiers ."  

__________ 

https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/modern-monetary-theory?amp
https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/modern-monetary-theory?amp
https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/modern-monetary-theory?amp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/08/modern-monetary-theory-government-spending/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/11/08/modern-monetary-theory-government-spending/
https://mises.org/library/inflation-and-fall-roman-empire
https://mises.org/library/inflation-and-fall-roman-empire
https://mises.org/library/inflation-and-fall-roman-empire
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https://money.visualcapitalist.com/currency-and-the-collapse-of-the-roman-empire/
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__________ 

Education workers agree to end str ike in  Canada's 
Ontario -  Reuters  

__________ 

How Tennessee Disenfranchised 21% of I ts  Black Cit izens 
-  ProPublica 

__________ 

News Blog: Oct. 9 –  Nov. 8, 2022 - Click here 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/education-workers-agree-to-end-strike-in-canadas-ontario/ar-AA13Q3CO
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/education-workers-agree-to-end-strike-in-canadas-ontario/ar-AA13Q3CO
https://www.propublica.org/article/tennessee-black-voters-disenfranchised?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://www.propublica.org/article/tennessee-black-voters-disenfranchised?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/news%20log%20-%20Oct%209%20-%20Nov%208%202022%20-%20Center%20on%20Capital%20%26%20Social%20Equity.pdf

