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Student loan debt forgiveness a 'big transfer 
of wealth' from poor, working class to the 

rich: Payne/Fox News 

"The ever-growing 'schism between the have's  and have -
not's '  wi l l  only expand further  under Democrats '  plans,  

host says ."  

Agree.   Based on recent pol ic ies ,  Democrats  are  no longer  
a  part icularly  progressive  party .   But be wary of  what  
Republicans are offer ing the working class :  Not a  dime 
more in  minimum wage or  a  paid  s ick  day --  and 
government-subsidized health care and retirement savings 
systems that leave out  mil l ions  of  low -wage workers .  

I t 's  good to  see Fox and i ts  poli t ical  fr iends spotl ighting 
growing U.S.   inequal ity .   Now let 's  see them put  their  
money where their  mouths  are .  

__________ 

Opinion |  Biden’s About to Make a Big Mistake 
on Student Loans - Politico 

"The Biden administration is  actively considering student 
loan forgiveness  of  $10,000 or  more per  borrower.  This  
would be extremely regressive .  Relat ively  few low -income 
households have studen t debt  and,  among those who do,  

https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
http://www.inequalityink.org/
https://www.foxnews.com/media/student-loan-debt-forgiveness-big-transfer-wealth-poor-working-class-rich-payne
https://www.foxnews.com/media/student-loan-debt-forgiveness-big-transfer-wealth-poor-working-class-rich-payne
https://www.foxnews.com/media/student-loan-debt-forgiveness-big-transfer-wealth-poor-working-class-rich-payne
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/05/31/not-too-late-student-loans-00036005
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/05/31/not-too-late-student-loans-00036005
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outstanding loan balances are smaller  than for  higher -
income borrowers .  In  part  for  these reasons,  a  recent 
study by economis ts  Sylvain Catherine and Constantine 
Yannel is  concludes  that blanket forgiveness of  $10,000 in 
debt  would offer  $3.60 to the highest -earning 10 percent  
of  households for  every $1  i t  gave to the bottom 10 
percent and that three quarters  of  the benefits  woul d f low 
to  households  with  above -median incomes."  

__________ 

Sunday,  June 5 ,  2022  

__________ 

 

The Prophet Isaiah urges the people to “beat their  swords 
into plowshares” and learn war no mor e (700s BC)  -  OLL  

"The Gospels draw heavily  on the Book of  Isaiah for  a  
utopic view of  the world.  The famous “swords to 
plowshares” quote is  but  one of  i ts  famous proclamations :  

And he shall  judge among the nations,  and shall  rebuke 
many people:  and they shall  beat their  swords into 
plowshares,  and their  spears into pruninghooks:  nation 
shal l  not  l i f t  up sword against  nation,  nei ther  shal l  they 
learn war any more.  ( Isaiah 2 :4) .  

"The prophet  raises  two very  interesting problems.  The 
f i rst  is  the economic problem of  how to convert  the capital  

https://bfi.uchicago.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/BFI_WP_2020169.pdf
https://bfi.uchicago.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/BFI_WP_2020169.pdf
https://bfi.uchicago.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/BFI_WP_2020169.pdf
https://oll.libertyfund.org/quote/the-prophet-isaiah-urges-the-people-to-beat-their-swords-into-plowshares-and-learn-war-no-more-700s-bc
https://oll.libertyfund.org/quote/the-prophet-isaiah-urges-the-people-to-beat-their-swords-into-plowshares-and-learn-war-no-more-700s-bc
https://www.agefotostock.com/age/en/details-photo/colorado-springs-colorado-blacksmith-fred-martin-creates-garden-tools-from-discarded-firearms-inoperative-weapons-in-his-workshop-await-their-time-in-the/X2J-3975986/1
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goods needed for  the production of  war materiel  
( “swords”)  into the capital  goods which are  needed to 
produce consumer  goods (“ploughshares”) .  The second is  
the  moral  and pol i t ical  problem of  gett ing the wil l  power 
and the pol it ical  consti tuencies to  do so."  

__________ 

Thomas Schell ing’s Theories o n Strategy and War 
Will Live On -  Modern War Institute  

"Arguably  the twenty -f irst  century  wil l  not  look l ike the 
era  of  Pax Americana and some might suggest  that  
Schell ing’s  theories should be retired.  Today’s  world is  too 
unpredictable  and multipolar .  Our  enemies  today are not  
rational  in the same sense as those of  yesterday.  American 
schoolchildren no longer carry out nuclear  bomb dri l ls ,  
they now carry out  active -shooter  dr i l ls ,  a  function of  
lone -wolf  gunmen inspired by groups l ike ISIS .  And yet 
arguably  some things have not budged an iota  s ince 1966.  
The foundation of  the international  system is  st i l l  arguably  
one of  real ism—whereby states str ive for  survival ,  and 
balance to achieve this  goal .  But real ists  argue we should 
care less about states’  intent i ons,  which are f ickle and 
hard to interpret or  predict ,  than capabil i t ies ,  both latent  
and real—specif ically  material  capabil i t ies ,  l ike  the 
number of  tanks ,  troops,  and a country’s  s ize —which tend 
to  be more consistent  and indicative  of  current  threats ."  

__________ 

The Conglomerate Problem - Matt Stoller/BIG 

"Pr ivate equity  is  t rying to gobble up baby formula.  
Broadcom is  going to ruin VMware.  Can anti trust enforcer s 

stop the arson? Will  judges let  them?"  

https://mwi.usma.edu/thomas-schellings-theories-strategy-war-will-live/
https://mwi.usma.edu/thomas-schellings-theories-strategy-war-will-live/
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/the-conglomerate-problem?s=r
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__________ 

 

U.S. sheep herders sue employers for cartel -
like wage suppression - Reuters 

"The suit  al leges that  ranches coordinate  through the 
Western Range Associat ion  (WRA),  a  ranching trade group,  
to  suppress sheepherder  wages and avoid competing for  
labor .  

"Herders  apply to  jobs through the WRA which then 
assigns them to ranches,  leaving no room for  the herders 
to  negotiate  or  shop around among ranches,  the  complaint  
said ."  

__________ 

https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-sheep-herders-sue-employers-cartel-like-wage-suppression-2022-06-02/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-sheep-herders-sue-employers-cartel-like-wage-suppression-2022-06-02/
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__________ 

Biden admin holding school lunch money 'hostage' 
to force transgender policies,  activist parent says - 

Fox 

__________ 

Homelessness in the Subways Threatens New 
York’s Post-Covid Revival -  NY Sun/Manhattan 

Institute 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-admin-holding-school-lunch-money-hostage-force-transgender-policies
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-admin-holding-school-lunch-money-hostage-force-transgender-policies
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-admin-holding-school-lunch-money-hostage-force-transgender-policies
https://www.nysun.com/article/homelessness-in-the-subways-threatens-new-yorks-post-covid-revival
https://www.nysun.com/article/homelessness-in-the-subways-threatens-new-yorks-post-covid-revival
https://www.nysun.com/article/homelessness-in-the-subways-threatens-new-yorks-post-covid-revival
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Latest hypocrisy  from a monied ' think'  tank.  Let's  blame 
the powerless for  NYC's  perceived lack of  industry .   This  
art icle  also appears on the  Manhattan Inst itute's  website 
along with appeal  to  "donate" so they can think some 
more.  

Instead of  giving your money to  well -heeled intel le ctual  
panhandlers ,  why not  help  a person get  something to 
eat?   As  for  surplus  homeless  people loi ter ing on the 
subway,  i f  that's  a  problem,  have the pol i t ical  and moral  
courage to get  them off  and f ind somewhere else  for  them 
to  hang out on hot and cold d ays.   Put your  money where 
your  mouth is .   Better  yet,  shut  the f --k  up.  

Here an idea:   Let's  tax  non -prof i t  endowments  with an 
exception for  those providing substantial  serv ices directly  
to  the poor .   One could apply a  base tax rate  (1% 
annually?)  --  and double i t  for  think tanks peddling pol icy  
ideas  to pol it ic ians .  

__________ 

 

 

Tents housing people experiencing homelessness are set up on a vacant parking lot 

in Portland, Ore., on Dec. 8, 2020. 

https://www.manhattan-institute.org/homelessness-in-the-subways-threatens-new-yorks-post-covid-revival
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Liberal US cities change course, now clearing 
homeless camps - ABC 

"Wheeler ’s  top adviser  —  Sam Adams,  a  former  Portland 
mayor —  has also outl ined a  controversial  plan that would 
force up to 3 ,000 homeless  people into massive temporary 
shelters  staffed by Oregon Nat ional  Guard members .  
Advocates say the move,  which marks a  major  shif t  in  tone 
and pol icy ,  would ult imately  cr iminal ize homelessness ."  

_____ 

 

Profiles of people living in homeless 
encampments. It ’s  rarely what you’d expect  -  LA 

Times 

__________ 

 

Ocean Casino Resort looms in the distance across town from low-slung homes. - 

ProPublica 

https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/face-liberal-us-cities-target-homeless-camps-83382340
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/face-liberal-us-cities-target-homeless-camps-83382340
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-05-29/venice-library-homeless-encampment-interviews?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-05-29/venice-library-homeless-encampment-interviews?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-05-29/venice-library-homeless-encampment-interviews?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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Casinos Pled Poverty to Get a Huge Tax Break. 
Atlantic City Is  Paying the Price. -  ProPublica 

American Hustle  redux? . . .  State sanct ioned casinos and 
state lotter ies ,   which are r igged to yield  profi ts  with 
repeated use,  leave the low -income population as net  
losers .   Why not  distr ibute some of  the prof its  d irectly to  
low-income people rather  than pools  of  capital  nourishing 
investors ,  bureaucrats ,  and legislators?  

_____ 

CCSE work on state -organized gambling:  

 

"Better Than the Lottery!"  

"Hey,  low- income people!  Here’s  one retirement savings 
strategy,  whi le government thinks  about how it  might  
help. . .U.S .  retirement pol icy hurts  you because it  leaves  
you out .  Don’t  wait  for  that to  change.  Congress  cares 
more about the middle  class than yo u.  That ’s  because 
more of  them vote .  State governments are  gouging you by 
sell ing you lottery  t ickets .  Here’s  a  strategy for  retirement 
that’s  better  than a  lottery  t icket ."  

__________ 

https://www.propublica.org/article/atlantic-city-casinos-taxes-gambling-pilot?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://www.propublica.org/article/atlantic-city-casinos-taxes-gambling-pilot?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=majorinvestigations&utm_content=feature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Hustle
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/better%20than%20the%20lottery%20-%20working%20essay%20latest.pdf
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The massive gap between rich and poor 
Americans costs the US economy more than 

$300 bill ion every year, study says - Business 
Insider 

•  The US wealth gap is  sapping economic growth,  
the  Economic Pol icy  Insti tute  said  in a  study.  

•  The top 10% of  earners  are  the only  ones to have their  
income share grow since 1979.  

•  That's  led to less  overall  spending and a  loss of  about  
$309 bi l l ion in yearly economic growth.  

__________ 

Flight Attendants Fighting Back -  New Yorker 

"Sara  Nelson,  the  head of  the largest f l ight attendants ’  
union,  leads her  members through turbulent t imes and 

mounts  a major organiz ing dr ive  at  Delta ."  

__________ 

https://www.businessinsider.com/wealth-gap-rich-poor-americans-saps-economic-gdp-growth-billions-2022-5?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=7f057848e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_6_1&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-7f057848e4-58566973&mc_cid=7f057848e4&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.businessinsider.com/wealth-gap-rich-poor-americans-saps-economic-gdp-growth-billions-2022-5?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=7f057848e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_6_1&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-7f057848e4-58566973&mc_cid=7f057848e4&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.businessinsider.com/wealth-gap-rich-poor-americans-saps-economic-gdp-growth-billions-2022-5?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=7f057848e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_6_1&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-7f057848e4-58566973&mc_cid=7f057848e4&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.businessinsider.com/wealth-gap-rich-poor-americans-saps-economic-gdp-growth-billions-2022-5?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=7f057848e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_6_1&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-7f057848e4-58566973&mc_cid=7f057848e4&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.epi.org/publication/inequalitys-drag-on-aggregate-demand/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/05/30/flight-attendants-fighting-back?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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Texas Teachers  Unions March for  Gun Control  –  NC 
Amazon Workers Launch Union Drive –  1 ,200 Resident 

Physicians to  Strike in LA -  Payday Report  

__________ 

On this day, a divided Supreme Court rules on the 
Second Amendment -  National Constitution Center  

" In his  dissent ,  Just ice John Paul  Stevens questioned the 
majori ty ’s  logic .  'The fact  that the r ight to  keep and bear  
arms appears in  the Consti tution should not obscure the 
novelty of  the Court ’s  decis ion to enforce that r ight 
against  the States.  By i ts  terms,  the  Second Amen dment 
does not  apply to  the States ;  read properly,  i t  does not 
even apply  to  individuals  outside of  the mil i t ia  context , '  
Stevens said ."  

__________ 

Don’t Bet on a Soft Landing - Nouriel 
Roubini/Project Syndicate  

__________ 

Getting Deglobalization Right - Joseph E. 
Stiglitz/Project Syndicate 

" . . .Gone are the days  when everyone seemed to be working 
for  a  world without borders ;  suddenly ,  everyone 
recognizes that at  least some national  borders  are key to 
economic development an d securi ty . . .  

"This  year ’s  Davos meeting was a missed opportunity .  I t  
could have been an occasion for  ser ious  reflection on the 
decis ions and pol ic ies that  brought the world  to where i t  
is  today.  Now that  global izat ion has  peaked,  we can only  

https://paydayreport.com/texas-teachers-unions-march-for-gun-control-nc-amazon-workers-launch-union-drive-1200-resident-physicians-to-strike-in-la/
https://paydayreport.com/texas-teachers-unions-march-for-gun-control-nc-amazon-workers-launch-union-drive-1200-resident-physicians-to-strike-in-la/
https://paydayreport.com/texas-teachers-unions-march-for-gun-control-nc-amazon-workers-launch-union-drive-1200-resident-physicians-to-strike-in-la/
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/blog/on-this-day-a-divided-supreme-court-rules-on-the-second-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/blog/on-this-day-a-divided-supreme-court-rules-on-the-second-amendment
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/reducing-inflation-likely-to-cause-recession-by-nouriel-roubini-2022-05?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=8baaa9c288-covid_newsletter_06_01_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-8baaa9c288-105791845&mc_cid=8baaa9c288&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/reducing-inflation-likely-to-cause-recession-by-nouriel-roubini-2022-05?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=8baaa9c288-covid_newsletter_06_01_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-8baaa9c288-105791845&mc_cid=8baaa9c288&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/deglobalization-and-its-discontents-by-joseph-e-stiglitz-2022-05?utm_source=project-syndicate.org&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=authnote&
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/deglobalization-and-its-discontents-by-joseph-e-stiglitz-2022-05?utm_source=project-syndicate.org&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=authnote&
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/deglobalization-and-its-discontents-by-joseph-e-stiglitz-2022-05?utm_source=project-syndicate.org&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=authnote&
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hope that  we do better  at  managing i ts  decl ine than we 
did  at  managing its  r ise ."  

Davos conference organizers could offer  attendees 
discounts  on a  special  three -month workshop in a  Chinese 
reeducation camp.  

_____ 

'Davos  Man'  is  an angry,  powerful  look at  economic 
inequal i ty -  NPR  

__________ 

 

The have/have not economy is back in the 
U.S. - Heather Long/WaPost 

"Even after  the stock market dip ,  the  top 40 percent st i l l  
have lots  of  excess  cash.  Meanwhile ,  the  savings that  the 
bottom 20 percent  accumulated over  the past  two years  
is  already gone,  Morgan Stanley  has  found . . .  

https://www.npr.org/2022/01/20/1074378185/davos-man-is-an-angry-powerful-look-at-economic-inequality
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/20/1074378185/davos-man-is-an-angry-powerful-look-at-economic-inequality
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/31/can-us-economy-avoid-recession-amid-inflation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/31/can-us-economy-avoid-recession-amid-inflation/
https://twitter.com/carlquintanilla/status/1529494923900338179?s=20&t=wxsKK2knPFkNXx5b7i_Jyw
https://twitter.com/carlquintanilla/status/1529494923900338179?s=20&t=wxsKK2knPFkNXx5b7i_Jyw
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"As long as  the r ich and upper -middle  class  continue to 
spend,  there  probably won’t  be a  recession .  But that  
doesn’t  mean the economy wil l  feel  good to many,  i f  not 
most,  Americans ."  

__________ 

 

Opinion:  Republicans blame mental  health issues for gun 
violence.  So where’s  the money for  care? -  WaPost  

"For  too many years ,  GOP pol it ic ians have shif ted between  
saying they’l l  prevent  gun violence by investing in  health 
care ( in  l ieu  of  f i rearm restr ict ions)  and later  working to 
cut access  to  care .  Voters  rarely  seem to register  the 
disconnect .  But  the more massacres  there are,  and the 
more f requently  they occur ,  the  harder  i t  becomes to 
maintain  these charades."  

In  Texas ,  for  example,  they scapegoat  people with mental  
i l lness  for  gun v iolence,  while refusing to  expand Medicaid  
to  provide services .  

_____ 

 

A TEXAS FATHER STANDS GUARD AT WIFE’S AND CHILD’S 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO PARENTS -  

Black Enterprise  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/06/18/luxury-boom-recovery/?itid=lk_inline_manual_27
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/30/republicans-blame-mental-issues-gun-violence-but-dont-fund-healthcare/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/30/republicans-blame-mental-issues-gun-violence-but-dont-fund-healthcare/
https://www.blackenterprise.com/a-texas-father-stands-guard-at-wifes-and-childs-elementary-school-to-provide-relief-to-parents/
https://www.blackenterprise.com/a-texas-father-stands-guard-at-wifes-and-childs-elementary-school-to-provide-relief-to-parents/
https://www.blackenterprise.com/a-texas-father-stands-guard-at-wifes-and-childs-elementary-school-to-provide-relief-to-parents/
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Can parent power break the NRA's  hold on 
Congress?   Parents  could organize 'mi l i t ias '  to  guard 
schools  and lobby to put teeth in gun laws.  

_____ 

Massachusetts’  restrictive gun laws may be the 
answer elsewhere:  Mass.  Chiefs of Police leader -  

Boston Herald  

__________ 

 

__________ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/massachusetts-restrictive-gun-laws-may-be-the-answer-elsewhere-mass-chiefs-of-police-leader/ar-AAXTMR8?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=f4b03d23a99b4e93a05b1f3fcc386345
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/massachusetts-restrictive-gun-laws-may-be-the-answer-elsewhere-mass-chiefs-of-police-leader/ar-AAXTMR8?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=f4b03d23a99b4e93a05b1f3fcc386345
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/massachusetts-restrictive-gun-laws-may-be-the-answer-elsewhere-mass-chiefs-of-police-leader/ar-AAXTMR8?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=f4b03d23a99b4e93a05b1f3fcc386345
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‘The haves and have -yachts’ :  on the trail  of 
London’s super-rich - Guardian 

" . . .perhaps the overr iding impression left  by my walk with  
Knowles and by her  book is  that the most advanced form 
of  gentr i f icat ion –  plutocratif ication –  is  creat ing whole 
areas  of  the capital  that  those from lowe r down the social  
ladder  can now only  enter  as  servants or  labourers ."  

__________ 

Why Supreme Court’s acknowledgement o f  sex 
work as a profession is  welcome - Indian Express 

"The directions of  the SC const i tute  only  the f i rst  step 
towards removing some of  the l imitations that sex workers  
have long faced.  In a  country l ike India ,  which is  severely  
marred by poverty ,  desti tu t ion,  hunger  and inequal it ies ,  
survival  is  the top pr ior i ty .  The moral i ty/immoral i ty  of  the  
nature  of  any work does not and should not  count  as a  
factor  in constructing hierarchies  amongst vocations .  India 
as  a democratic  nation const itut ionally enshrines justice,  
equal i ty  and l iberty for  every section of  the society .  
Unfortunately,  sex  workers have been structurally kept  
outs ide the dimensions  of  “equal  opportunit ies” .  I t  is  t ime 
that such grave disregard for  human r ights  and dignity 
comes to an end."  

__________ 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/22/london-super-rich-serious-money-caroline-knowles?emci=c7d2a77a-d4dd-ec11-b656-281878b85110&emdi=ba0d84a4-74e0-ec11-b656-281878b85110&ceid=4028676
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/22/london-super-rich-serious-money-caroline-knowles?emci=c7d2a77a-d4dd-ec11-b656-281878b85110&emdi=ba0d84a4-74e0-ec11-b656-281878b85110&ceid=4028676
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-acknowledgement-sex-work-profession-7944151/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-acknowledgement-sex-work-profession-7944151/
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World Leaders Respond to Xinjiang Police 
Files As UN High Commissioner Bachelet 

Completes Xinjiang Visit - VCMF 

 

Xinj iang Pol ice  Fi les  

"Unprecedented evidence from internal  pol ice networks  in 
China’s  X inj iang region pr oves  pr ison-l ike nature of  re -

education camps,  shows top Chinese leaders’  direct  
involvement in the mass  internment campaign."  

__________ 

Racist chants and clashes as tens of thousands 
march in Old City for Jerusalem Day - Times of 

Israel 

"Turnout for  Fla g March estimated at  70,000;  some chant 
‘death to Arabs’  and ‘may your vi l lages  burn’ ;  over  60 
arrests ;  Palestin ians ,  Israel is  f ight  with rocks ,  pepper 

spray."  

" . . .L ike other  r ight -wing marchers ,  Dina ,  the student from 
Tekoa,  sa id she was not bothered by t he violent  chants  
emanating from the Flag March.  

" 'We have to understand —  are we the owners  here?  If  so ,  
let ’s  get  r id of  them,'  D ina said ,  referr ing to Arabs and 
Palestinians ."  

Shades of  Kr istallnacht?   Israel ,  the  land where 
' replacement theory'  is  government pol icy ,  is  one of  the 
most racist  countr ies  on the planet .   

__________ 

https://victimsofcommunism.org/world-leaders-respond-to-xinjiang-police-files-as-un-high-commissioner-bachelet-completes-xinjiang-visit/
https://victimsofcommunism.org/world-leaders-respond-to-xinjiang-police-files-as-un-high-commissioner-bachelet-completes-xinjiang-visit/
https://victimsofcommunism.org/world-leaders-respond-to-xinjiang-police-files-as-un-high-commissioner-bachelet-completes-xinjiang-visit/
https://www.xinjiangpolicefiles.org/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinians-jews-scuffle-in-old-city-as-contentious-jerusalem-day-march-begins/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinians-jews-scuffle-in-old-city-as-contentious-jerusalem-day-march-begins/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinians-jews-scuffle-in-old-city-as-contentious-jerusalem-day-march-begins/
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/kristallnacht
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Retirement Savings Bill Should Improve 
Financial Security for Low-Income Elderly, 

Disabled People - CBPP 

What we've written on this  issue:  

•  Essay:   "SSI  Needs Fixing:  Chronic  neglect is  choking 
off  access to  Social  Securi ty ’s  cr it ical  backstop –  and 

https://www.cbpp.org/blog/retirement-savings-bill-should-improve-financial-security-for-low-income-elderly-disabled
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/retirement-savings-bill-should-improve-financial-security-for-low-income-elderly-disabled
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/retirement-savings-bill-should-improve-financial-security-for-low-income-elderly-disabled
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
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pushing more bl ind,  disabled and old people into 
poverty ."  

•  Op-ed:   "Social  Securi ty's  disabil i ty  program 
desperately  needs f ix ing"  

__________ 

County board dives deeper into quest for supportive 
housing for homeless -  FFXNOW 

The realpol i t ik  of  Fairfax  County ,  VA and many other  high -
income jur isdict ions  is  to  talk  publ icly about  ending 
homeless  in the future  while  nudging homeless  people to 
go elsewhere through shortages of  affordable housing and 
social  services .   Some of  the unfortunate  of  course can't  
or  won't  wa nder  off .  

A large percentage of  the homeless  are people with 
ser ious mental  i l lnesses .  Providing these people and/or 
their  famil ies with  rent supplements  of  a  few hundred $$ a 
month could help many afford rooms and share  
apartments  –  or  help famil ies  make room for  them.   I t ’s  
f ine for  county leaders  to  study how they might  build more 
affordable  units  in  a  decade but people with  low income 
and disabi l it ies  need help now.  

With tents outside county off ice,  Fairfax reviews pledge to 
end homelessness -  WaPost  

_____ 

CCSE correspondence with state and county off icials after  
then Gov.  Terry McAuli f fe  declared t hat  Vir iginia would 

end homelessness among veterans (2015)  

Blast  from the past .   Read from the bottom up.  

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/social-securitys-disability-program-desperately-needs-fixing
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/social-securitys-disability-program-desperately-needs-fixing
https://www.ffxnow.com/2022/05/25/county-board-dives-deeper-into-quest-for-supportive-housing-for-homeless/
https://www.ffxnow.com/2022/05/25/county-board-dives-deeper-into-quest-for-supportive-housing-for-homeless/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/05/29/homelessness-northern-virginia-fairfax/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/05/29/homelessness-northern-virginia-fairfax/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/homeless%20vets%20correspondence%20with%20state%20and%20%20local%20officials%2012-23-2015.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/homeless%20vets%20correspondence%20with%20state%20and%20%20local%20officials%2012-23-2015.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/homeless%20vets%20correspondence%20with%20state%20and%20%20local%20officials%2012-23-2015.pdf
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__________ 

Sunday,  May 29,  2022  

__________ 

 

Mind blowing’  ancient settlements uncovered in 
the Amazon - nature 

"The urban centres are  the f i rst  to  be discovered in  the 
region,  challenging archaeological  dogma."  

_____ 

Controversial  cave discover ies suggest  humans re ached 
Americas much earl ier  than thought  

__________ 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-01458-9?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-01458-9?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02190-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02190-y
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Apple workers in Louisville 

Facing 4th Union Drive, Apple Raises Pay to 
$22/hour Minimum - Payday Report  

I t  may be diff icult  for  companies lacking monopoly power 
to  pay this  much.  

__________ 

 

We Aren't  Raising Adults .  We Are Breeding Very 
Excellent  Sheep .  -  Common Sense 

"Our  el i te  college graduates  know how to imitate ,  but  they 
don’t  know how to be independent."  

Perhaps "sheep" of  al l  ages should refuse to go to school  
unti l  Congress and their  state  legislatures  take concrete  
steps toward stemming the sla ughter .  

https://paydayreport.com/facing-4th-union-drive-apple-raises-pay-to-22-hour-minimum-blue-man-group-union-busters-pa-afl-cio-prez-resigns-%ef%bf%bc/
https://paydayreport.com/facing-4th-union-drive-apple-raises-pay-to-22-hour-minimum-blue-man-group-union-busters-pa-afl-cio-prez-resigns-%ef%bf%bc/
https://bariweiss.substack.com/p/we-arent-raising-adults-we-are-breeding?utm_source=email&s=r
https://bariweiss.substack.com/p/we-arent-raising-adults-we-are-breeding?utm_source=email&s=r
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__________ 

J o e  B i d e n  i n t e r v i e w  o n  " c o m m o n  s e n s e "  g u n  l e g i s l a t i o n  -  F R O N T L I N E  

"This  interview was conducted by FRONTLINE’s  J im 
Gilmore on November 14 ,  2014,  for  the f i lm  Gunned Down:  
The Power of  the  NRA .  The f i lm,  which or iginally aired in  
2015,  is  an investigation into the NRA,  i ts  pol it ical  
evolution and influence,  and how i t  has  consistently  
succeeded in defeating new gun control  legislation."  

_____ 

“Spare Me The BS About Mental I l lness,”  Sen. 
Murphy Knocks Down Straw Man. Don’t  Blame Mass 

Murders On SMI -  Pete Eearley 

_____ 

 

Outrage in  Brazi l  as men tally i l l  Black man dies in  police 
car  ‘gas chamber’  -  Guardian 

"Genivaldo de Jesus Santos dies of  asphyxiation as video 
shows off icers forcing him into vehicle  then releasing gas  

grenade."  

__________ 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/interview/joe-biden/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ICYMI_UvaldeShooting&utm_content=052722
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/gunned-down/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/gunned-down/
https://www.peteearley.com/2022/05/26/spare-me-the-bs-about-mental-illness-sen-murphy-knocks-down-straw-man-dont-blame-mass-murders-on-smi/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://www.peteearley.com/2022/05/26/spare-me-the-bs-about-mental-illness-sen-murphy-knocks-down-straw-man-dont-blame-mass-murders-on-smi/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://www.peteearley.com/2022/05/26/spare-me-the-bs-about-mental-illness-sen-murphy-knocks-down-straw-man-dont-blame-mass-murders-on-smi/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/26/brazil-mentally-ill-black-man-dies-gas-police-car
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/26/brazil-mentally-ill-black-man-dies-gas-police-car
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How Inequality Is Undermining China’s 
Prosperity - CSIS/Stanford 

Excel lent research and analysis .  U .S.  and China face 
s imilar  pol i t ical  economic challenges and need to deal  
with  inequal ity .   Now i f  the  growing underclass  in  both 
nations could get a  l iv ing wage,  a  p aid s ick day,  health  
care ,  and retirement savings .   

Excerpts:  

" . . . the  data suggests that  China has  already started to face 
the same challenges in  confronting manufactur ing labor 
displacement that  the United States and other  advanced 

https://www.csis.org/features/how-inequality-undermining-chinas-prosperity
https://www.csis.org/features/how-inequality-undermining-chinas-prosperity
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industr ial ized economie s  have struggled with for  years 
due to global ization,  automation,  and a  weak domestic  
social  safety net. . .  

"After  decades of  continuous growth and economic 
development,  China is  beginning to face the challenges of  
other  middle- income and some advanced econ omies .  In 
c i t ies ,  as  employment opportunit ies in manufactur ing and 
construction decl ine,  more people are  enter ing the labor -
intensive  service sector ,  where wage growth is  stagnant .  
Moreover ,  these workers  face an uncertain future because 
they lack access  to  high-qual i ty  health insurance,  
pensions,  and other  support .  

"But  whi le most  economies  have experienced a relative 
decl ine in manufactur ing employment relative to the 
service sector  as  they have moved from middle -income to 
h igh- income status,  China’s  work ers  may f ind i t  harder to  
trans it ion to white -collar  jobs because of  low education 
levels . . .  

" I f  Washington wants  to  compete effectively with  China,  i t  
needs a strategy to  reduce the United States’  own glar ing 
gap in wages between ski l l - intensive and labor -intensive 
service jobs,  rebuild  the economy’s  infrastructure,  and 
enhance the competi t iveness of  U .S .  industr ies and the 
American workforce .  The United States  cannot  s imply 
hope that  China’s  economic growth wi l l  falter  without  
enhancing i ts  own strength."  

_____ 

China's  premier  issues stark economic warning and l ists 
33-point  plan for  off icials to work on  -  NBC  

__________ 

https://www.cnbctv18.com/world/chinas-premier-issues-stark-economic-warning-and-lists-33-point-plan-for-officials-to-work-on-13619712.htm
https://www.cnbctv18.com/world/chinas-premier-issues-stark-economic-warning-and-lists-33-point-plan-for-officials-to-work-on-13619712.htm
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Memories 

__________ 

How to Prevent Gun Massacres? Look Around 
the World - New Yorker 

"Austral ia ,  Br itain,  Canada,  and other  countr ies have 
enacted reforms that turned mass  shoot ings into rare,  

aberrational  events  rather  than everyday occurrences ."  

__________ 

 

https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/how-to-prevent-gun-massacres-look-around-the-world?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_052622&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&utm_term=tny_daily_digest&bxid=5c74883f3f92a468449b4e27&cndid=49203738&hasha=f217626a72964fe18c2f004ce9c3e566&hashb=b697ff0a67c3b3f6380c621f39fc86ea3df66240&hashc=ba44609c58118111a6ad04008eaaea50a0b41b1400e04d57e1c714f15ff23a82&esrc=bounceX&mbid=CRMNYR012019&utm_content=B
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/how-to-prevent-gun-massacres-look-around-the-world?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_052622&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&utm_term=tny_daily_digest&bxid=5c74883f3f92a468449b4e27&cndid=49203738&hasha=f217626a72964fe18c2f004ce9c3e566&hashb=b697ff0a67c3b3f6380c621f39fc86ea3df66240&hashc=ba44609c58118111a6ad04008eaaea50a0b41b1400e04d57e1c714f15ff23a82&esrc=bounceX&mbid=CRMNYR012019&utm_content=B
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__________ 

"A socially enlightened big -business solution for  
reducing US gun violence:  gun clubs for  the mentally i l l"  

Please excuse the author 's  insensit iv i ty .   This  art icle was 
wri tten during the reign of  President  Yellowhair  in 
response to his  comments on mental  i l lness  and guns and 
the general  incoherence of  his  pol ic ies .  

__________ 

5,000 new TSP options: Is  there an ESG fund for 
you? -  Federal News Network 

Federal  ret i rement savings program to widely  expand 
investment options -WaPost  

There are some guardrai ls  to  protect people with  few 
assets and l imited knowledge or  ex perience in  investing:  

"The mutual  fund window wil l  be  avai lable only  to  those 
with at  least $40,000 in investments  because of  the 
combination of  two restr ict ions:  The init ial  investment 
through the window wil l  have to be for  at  least $10,000,  
and no new investments  can br ing the outside share above 
a quarter  of  an account’s  total .  

"About  2 .3  mil l ion of  the 4 .1  mil l ion current  and former 
federal  workers  in  the TSP have balances above that  
threshold,  while that  is  the case for  only about 350,000 of  
the nearl y 2 .5  mi l l ion current and former  mil i tary  
personnel  with  accounts ."  

_____ 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/gun%20control%20-%20American%20enterprise%20to%20the%20rescue%20%208-27-2019%20(006).pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/gun%20control%20-%20American%20enterprise%20to%20the%20rescue%20%208-27-2019%20(006).pdf
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/mike-causey-federal-report/2022/03/5000-new-tsp-options-is-there-an-esg-fund-for-you/
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/mike-causey-federal-report/2022/03/5000-new-tsp-options-is-there-an-esg-fund-for-you/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/24/thrift-savings-plan-investments-mutual-funds/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/24/thrift-savings-plan-investments-mutual-funds/
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What If  Low-Income American Workers  Had Access to 
Wealth Bui lding Vehicles  Like the Federal  Employees’  

Thrift  Savings Plan? -  Economic Innovation G roup 

Lower -Income Workers F are Better  as Feds -FEDweek  

__________ 

Mitt Romney: We must prepare for Putin's worst 
weapons -  Palm Beach Post/NYT 

The end of  t imes?   Maybe.   But ,  l ike  the stock market ,  i t 's  
impossible  to  predict  the t iming.   In  the meantime,  i t  
makes sense to be prepared.  

__________ 

Analysis :  Grief .  Horror .  Inact ion.  Texas mass shoot ings 
fol low a numbing script  -  Texas Tr ibune 

Childhood is  dangerous in  the U.S .   Reaching adulthood 
involves  avoiding the knife  before bir th  and bullets  in  
school  -  and gett ing   enough to eat in  between.     

__________ 

There is  no const itutional  reason to oppose gun laws (no 
matter  what Republ icans say)  -  Cedric Alexander/NBC  

"As I  see i t ,  a  commonsense public  safety agenda for  
f i rearms includes the Senate’s  passing the House’s  
background check act ,  which would expand background 
checks to be required on al l  f i rearm sales ,  and closing 
the  gun show and onl ine sales loopholes ,  which 
exclude  mil l ions  of  s ales  from any checks  at  al l .  There  
should be str ict  federal  regulation of  mi l i tary -style  
assault  weapons,  which are  suited to the battlef ield ,  not 

https://eig.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Hassett-Ghilarducci-White-Paper-IWBI.pdf
https://eig.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Hassett-Ghilarducci-White-Paper-IWBI.pdf
https://eig.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Hassett-Ghilarducci-White-Paper-IWBI.pdf
https://www.fedweek.com/retirement-financial-planning/lower-income-workers-fare-better-feds/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/opinion/2022/05/26/mitt-romney-we-need-ready-russias-nukes/9899260002/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/opinion/2022/05/26/mitt-romney-we-need-ready-russias-nukes/9899260002/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/05/24/texas-mass-shooting-uvalde/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/05/24/texas-mass-shooting-uvalde/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/there-is-no-constitutional-reason-to-oppose-gun-laws-no-matter-what-republicans-say/ar-AAXJMLW?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=44f18349c33d4d56afcdc0d712ebc597
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/there-is-no-constitutional-reason-to-oppose-gun-laws-no-matter-what-republicans-say/ar-AAXJMLW?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=44f18349c33d4d56afcdc0d712ebc597
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/quiet-bipartisan-effort-gun-background-checks-may-be-verge-deal-n1268630
https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/background-checks/universal-background-checks/#footnote_0_4119
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to  the streets of  our  communit ies .  Fully  automatic  
machine gun weapons are already  highly regulated under 
federal  law . At  minimum, a comparable  level  of  regulation 
should be appl ied to  assault  weapons .  Add to this  federal  
restr ict ions  on high-capacity ammunit ion magazines  and 
stronger legis lation to make  gun traff ick ing  a federal  
cr ime.  Finally ,  we should l imit  c ivi l ian sales of  Kevlar  
vests  (body armor) ,  l imit ing their  use  to law enforcement 
and l icensed securi ty  personnel  only .  

"There is  no legal ,  consti tutional  or  moral  reason to 
oppose federal  gun safety legislation that would help 
prevent  another  mass  shooting.  Of  course ,  i t  would not  
end all  v iolence,  but i t  would be an important  start  to  
address  this  deadly problem of  people accessing guns 
who should not have them."  

__________ 

Gun Control  Is  as Old as  the Old West -  Smithsonian  

"Contrary to  the popular  imaginat ion,  bearing arms on the 
frontier  was a  heavily regulated business ."  

__________ 

Question:  Has s icko American cultur e and negl igent  
leadership produced a de facto  kind of  human sacr i f ice by 
allowing such frequent s laughter  of  c it izens on the altar  
of  unl imited gun ownership?  

To enshrine this  r i tual  for  the future,  perhaps Congress  
should pass   legislation requir ing that  at  least  one 
classroom of  chi ldren should be shot  every  year  ( to  be 
picked at random with sensit ively to  racial  balance) .   On 
every July  4 ,  Congressional  pol ice could round up and 
slaughter  a  pre -selected group of  kids  unless ,  dur ing the 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2009/rpt/2009-R-0020.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2009/rpt/2009-R-0020.htm
https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/hardware-ammunition/assault-weapons/
https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/hardware-ammunition/large-capacity-magazines/
https://www.everytown.org/issues/gun-trafficking/
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/20/1100263364/buffalo-shooter-body-armor-fewer-regulations-than-guns
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/20/1100263364/buffalo-shooter-body-armor-fewer-regulations-than-guns
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/gun-control-old-west-180968013/
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previous  365 days ,  a  total  of  50 or  more already had been 
shot somewhere in  US schools.   

The Lottery -  Shir ley Jackson/wiki  

_____ 

 

Texas community struggles with second -deadliest 
school shooting in U.S.  history - NPR 

So,  was the shooter  exercis ing a "r ight"  essent ial  to  
Americans'  abil i ty  to  form a  "well -regulated mil i t ia"  to  
protect their  pol i t ical  freedoms?   Did he belong to a  
mi l i t ia?   I f  so ,  is  i t  well -regulated?  Could such 
organizations  include cults ,  Klans,  v igi lantes and groups 
formed in  the imagination?   Has  the U.S .  Supreme Court ,  in  
effect,  deemed any person owning mil i tary  weapons to be 
a  member of  a  mi l i t ia  or  a  potential  member?   Would an 
appl ication to  jo in  the National  Guard suff ice?   The remote 
possibi l i ty  that a  person might think of  jo ining in the 
future?   

Would judicial  reasoning change i f  the  level  of  securi ty at  
the  Court  were s imilar  to  that  at  a  typical  publ ic  school  or  
supermarket?  

_____ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lottery
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/24/1101037902/texas-elementary-school-shooting-uvalde
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/24/1101037902/texas-elementary-school-shooting-uvalde
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"A well  regulated Mi l i t ia ,  being necessary  to  the security 
of  a  free State ,  the r ight  of  the people to keep and bear  

Arms,  shal l  not be infr inged."  

Second Amendment,  U .S.  Consti tut ion  

_____ 

“SHOUTING ‘FIRE’ IN A THEATER”: THE LIF E 
AND TIMES OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW’S MOST 

ENDURING ANALOGY - Carlton F.W. 
Larson/William & Mary Bill  of Rights Journal  

"The image of  a  “man falsely  shouting ‘ f i re ’  in  a  theater  
and causing a  panic”  was thus  not  s imply a  clever  
hypothetical  invented on the spot  to  spice up a judicial  
opinion or  a  closing argument .  False  shouts of  “f i re”  were 
a pervasive  problem that plagued theaters  throughout  the 
United States and the United Kingdom, result ing in  
hundreds of  deaths  and injur ies .  Although the comparison 
is  not exact ,  false shouts of  “f i re”  in  theaters were a  
problem similar  to  that  of  school  shootings  in  our  own 
day."  (pp.  195 -196)  

" In Schenck,  Holmes drew on a  r ich well  of  experience and 
intuit ion,  widely  shared with his  fellow Americans.  These 
Americans  ranged from Edwin Wertz  in Cleveland,  who 
f i rst  used the analogy in a  free speech context ,  to  the 
mourning parents  of  Calumet,  Mic higan,  attending the 
mass  burials  of  their  trampled children,  to  the thousands 
of  theater  patrons  who needlessly raced for  the exi ts  in 
fear  for  their  l ives ,  and to the mil l ions  of  other  Americans  
who read terr i fy ing accounts  of  false shouts  of  “f i re”  in  
newspapers ,  magazines,  and books ."  (p .  211)  

Dear  U.S .  Supreme Court  and Congress:  

https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-2/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-2/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-2/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-2/
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1748&context=wmborj
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1748&context=wmborj
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1748&context=wmborj
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1748&context=wmborj
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Not even the First  Amendment is  absolute and immune 
from infr ingement when false  appl ication results  in  
regular ,  mass ki l l ing .  

__________ 

Michigan Legislature's new $2.5B plan reduces 
income tax, creates $500 child tax credit -  Detroit 

Free Press 

Highl ights  include:   

•  Reducing the personal  income tax rate from 4.25% 
to  4% start ing in  2023.  Whitmer  previously  vetoed a 
legislative plan that proposed cutting the rate to 
3 .9%.   

•  Increasing the Earned Income Tax Credit ,  a  tax  break 
for  low-income people a nd famil ies ,  from 6% of  the 
federal  break to 20% start ing this  year .  Whitmer  
supports  this  proposal ,  including i t  as  a  key 
component of  her  State of  the State  address .   

•  Creat ing a  $500 child tax  credit  this  year ,  with  
addit ional  $500 credits  in  future year s .   

__________ 

Education Department Addresses Forgiveness for  
Income-Driven Student Loan Payments ,  But  Work 

Remains -  PEW 

"Congressional  oversight,  addit ional  reforms needed to  
help more bor rowers"  

" IDR plans help boost  affordabil i ty  by tying monthly 
payments to  borrower income and al lowing unpaid 
balances to be forgiven after  240 or  300 months  of  

https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2022/05/19/michigan-legislature-tax-cut-seniors-income-whitmer/9837564002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2022/05/19/michigan-legislature-tax-cut-seniors-income-whitmer/9837564002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2022/05/19/michigan-legislature-tax-cut-seniors-income-whitmer/9837564002/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2022/05/18/education-department-addresses-forgiveness-for-income-driven-student-loan-payments-but-work-remains?utm_campaign=LM+-+GP+-+PSBS+-+GAO+Analysis+re+IDR+5.18.22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew&subscriberkey=0030P00002FpgAaQAJ
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2022/05/18/education-department-addresses-forgiveness-for-income-driven-student-loan-payments-but-work-remains?utm_campaign=LM+-+GP+-+PSBS+-+GAO+Analysis+re+IDR+5.18.22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew&subscriberkey=0030P00002FpgAaQAJ
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2022/05/18/education-department-addresses-forgiveness-for-income-driven-student-loan-payments-but-work-remains?utm_campaign=LM+-+GP+-+PSBS+-+GAO+Analysis+re+IDR+5.18.22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew&subscriberkey=0030P00002FpgAaQAJ
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qualifying payments .  For  borrowers with  incomes beneath 
a  certain threshold,  their  IDR payment m ay be as low as  
$0,  but  that st i l l  counts as  a qual i fying payment toward 
long -term IDR forgiveness."  

__________ 

DOL Issues Final Rule on Tip Sharing and 
Employer Penalties - SHRM 

Tipped workers should check whether  their  employers  are 
properly applying new DOL rules that  further  restr ict  how 
t ips may be pooled.   T ip pool ing standards  are complex 
and intertwined with minimum wage requirements :  

Restaurant  Industry Alert :  DOL Issues Final  Rule 
Modifying Tip Sharing  

Here's  an example of  a  problem with t ip  pooling:  

 

The Cheesecake Factory Designated Trainer,  Server 
Review -  Does not  care about employees -  Indeed 

 

Designated Trainer ,  Server  (Current  Employee)  -  Virginia  
Beach,  VA & Fairfax,  VA  -  March 25,  2020  

" I  have been with Cheesecake for  7 years ,  mostly  as a 
second supplemental  job.  I t  is  a  basic  s erving job at  a  
corporate chain  but (at  least at  my location)  i t  is  
incredibly  busy,  almost  always,  which is  a  plus .  Cl ientele 

https://www.shrm.org/resourcesandtools/legal-and-compliance/employment-law/pages/dol-issues-final-rule-on-tip-sharing-and-employer-penalties.aspx
https://www.shrm.org/resourcesandtools/legal-and-compliance/employment-law/pages/dol-issues-final-rule-on-tip-sharing-and-employer-penalties.aspx
https://www.fordharrison.com/restaurant-industry-alert-dol-issues-final-rule-modifying-tip-sharing
https://www.fordharrison.com/restaurant-industry-alert-dol-issues-final-rule-modifying-tip-sharing
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/The-Cheesecake-Factory/reviews/does-not-care-about-employees?id=4d7199f7df6c1587
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/The-Cheesecake-Factory/reviews/does-not-care-about-employees?id=4d7199f7df6c1587
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/The-Cheesecake-Factory/reviews?fjobtitle=Server%2FTrainer
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/The-Cheesecake-Factory/reviews?fcountry=US&floc=Virginia+Beach%2C+VA
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/The-Cheesecake-Factory/reviews?fcountry=US&floc=Virginia+Beach%2C+VA
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is  not great as  far  as generosity .  Tips are  generally 
quanti ty  over  qual i ty even for  most of  the best  servers but 
the money is  mo re consistent  than most other  serving jobs 
but you wil l  work HARD for  i t .  The s ide work is  less than a 
lot  of  other  places I  have worked.  You have to t ip  out  A 
LOT.  I  average $40 -$50 a shif t  in  t ip  outs  which is  
frustrating because in  my state server  minim um wage is  
$2 .13/hr .  I  s t i l l  make relat ively  good money but I  feel  at  
that rate ,  I  shouldn't  be asked to subsidize other  
employees wages with my t ips .  I  don't  mind a  part ial  t ip  
out  l ike many restaurants  do.  Most  wil l  pay a busser  a  
h igher hourly  and add t hat to  a  small  port ion t ipped out of  
a  server  t ips  but we are essential ly  responsible for  al l  of  
their  money here which I  f ind to  be very unfair  (and i t  is  
technically  i l legal  to  "force" us  to  t ip  out .  They f ind a  way 
around i t  by  claiming it  is  "opt ional"  but  i t  def ini tely 
isn't ) . "  
 

I t 's  not a  new issue:  
 

Chandler  v .  Cheesecake Factory  Restaurants ,  Inc.  (2006)  

__________ 

Transsexual pioneer crit icizes modern trans 
activists,  says they're indoctrinating kids:  'This 

isn't  a game' -  Fox 

"The man with a  pussy. . . "  Buck's  bio:  

Buck Angel  -  IMDb  

__________ 

Jeffrey Sachs Presents  Evidence of  Possible Lab Origin  
of Covid-19 -  Intercept  

https://www.casemine.com/judgement/us/591470e5add7b04934364c59
https://www.foxnews.com/health/transsexual-pioneer-criticizes-modern-trans-activists-indoctrinating-kids
https://www.foxnews.com/health/transsexual-pioneer-criticizes-modern-trans-activists-indoctrinating-kids
https://www.foxnews.com/health/transsexual-pioneer-criticizes-modern-trans-activists-indoctrinating-kids
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2108904/?ref_=nmbio_bio_nm
https://theintercept.com/2022/05/19/covid-lab-leak-evidence-jeffrey-sachs/
https://theintercept.com/2022/05/19/covid-lab-leak-evidence-jeffrey-sachs/
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"An art icle in the Proceedings of  the Nat ional  Academy of  
Sciences calls  f or  an independent  invest igation of  

information held by U.S . -based insti tutions  that  could 
shed l ight  on the or igins  of  Covid ."  

__________ 

UN: More than 100 million people forcibly 
displaced in the world -  Aljazeera 

__________ 

 

Al-Markaz - West Bank 

 

Ahead of Biden visit, Israel launches biggest 
eviction of Palestinians in decades  - WaPost 

Is  th is  p .  11  report  an indication that the comatose US 
media  f inally recognizes a concrete example of  
"replacement theory ,"  which for  decades has been 
systemically  appl ied by the government of  Israel  (with  
help from the pro -Israel  lobby)?   

Story  l ines to  pursue:  Is  a  small  patch of  desert  that  
happens to be inhabited by 1 ,000 "non -chosen"  people 
really the only  place the Israel i  army can practice crowd 
control?   Does Israel 's  supreme court  apply the law 
equally --  or  is  i t  perhaps "pro -semit ic"?  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/05/22/israel-palestinian-masafer-yatta-biden/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/05/22/israel-palestinian-masafer-yatta-biden/
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_____ 

40-year-old Document Reveals  Ariel  Sharon's  Plan to 
Evict  1 ,000 Palestinians From Their  Homes -  Haaretz  

"Minutes of  an 1981  minister ial  meeting indicate that  
Sharon,  who would later  become Israel 's  pr ime minister ,  

proposed allocating West  Bank land to the Israel i  army for  
the sole purpose of  forcing Palestinians  out  of  their  

homes."  

__________ 

Sri Lanka is  a small  preview of a global default 
crisis -  Deccan Herald 

"Global  markets  see i t  as  a  bellwether  for  a  raft  of  
potential  defaults  across the developing world as 

countr ies  face a  growing,  post -pandemic debt  burden."  

Debt default  spi l lovers?   Is  any country a  f inancial  is land ?  

Poor northern Sr i  Lankan famil ies  f lee to India  to  avoid 
starvation -  NewsRme/YouTube  

__________ 

‘Full investigation’ pledged of vast fines 
imposed by Social Security - WaPost 

 

"Act ing Social  Secur ity commissioner  wil l  begin an inquiry  
on Monday of  the inspector  general ’s  oversight of  an anti -

fraud program."  

SSA OIG must  do better  at  separating the wheat from 
the chaff .   Kudos to the Post for  pursuing this  story  and 
holding the Administration accountable .  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-40-year-old-document-reveals-ariel-sharon-s-plan-to-expel-1-000-palestinians-1.9057519
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-40-year-old-document-reveals-ariel-sharon-s-plan-to-expel-1-000-palestinians-1.9057519
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/sri-lanka-is-a-small-preview-of-a-global-default-crisis-1111654.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/sri-lanka-is-a-small-preview-of-a-global-default-crisis-1111654.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-qkYfjlo-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-qkYfjlo-o
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/21/full-investigation-pledged-vast-fines-imposed-by-social-security/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/21/full-investigation-pledged-vast-fines-imposed-by-social-security/
https://oig.ssa.gov/news-releases/2022-03-23-newaygo-woman-sentenced-for-defrauding-social-security-and-veterans-programs-of-over-650-000/
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Report ing l ike this  is  more important  to  people at  the 
bottom of  society than reams of  copy about Hunter 's  
laptop,   Trump's  ego,  or  Cl inton's  women.  

__________ 

 

Florida lawmakers scramble to fix a property 
insurance crisis  before hurricane season - NBC 

"Roofing scams targeting insurance com panies  are leading 
to  h igher bi l ls  and fewer options  for  homeowners ,  off ic ials  

say."  

Flor ida lawmakers ,  too busy with culture wars ,  m issed an 
actual  cr is is  -  WaPost  

Crooked roofers ,  bought legis lators undermine access  to  
affordable  home insurance in land of  high winds and seas .  

__________ 

Bombshell 400-page report finds Southern 
Baptist leaders routinely silenced sexual 

abuse survivors - Houston Chronicle 

Our views on church leaders covering up sex abuse have 
not changed since the Washington Post  publ ished this  
letter  three years  ago:  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/roofing-scams-florida-property-insurance-hurricane-rcna29649
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/roofing-scams-florida-property-insurance-hurricane-rcna29649
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/19/florida-property-insurance-special-session/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/19/florida-property-insurance-special-session/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/Bombshell-400-page-report-finds-Southern-Baptist-17190816.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/Bombshell-400-page-report-finds-Southern-Baptist-17190816.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/Bombshell-400-page-report-finds-Southern-Baptist-17190816.php
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I f  crimes against  chi ldren can’t  be stopped from within,  
the Vat ican and its  subsidiaries need purging from the 

outs ide -  Karl  Polzer/WaPost  

 

__________ 

 

Justice the Plumb Line —Amos 7 :7-15 -  Pol it ical  Theology 
Network 

Commentary:  Bibl ical  ‘plumb l ine’  remains  a rele vant 
al legory -  LA Times  

__________ 

Sunday,  May 22,  2022  

__________ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-catholic-church-should-be-punished-for-failing-to-protect-children-from-abuse/2019/02/24/44ca416e-35ee-11e9-8375-e3dcf6b68558_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-catholic-church-should-be-punished-for-failing-to-protect-children-from-abuse/2019/02/24/44ca416e-35ee-11e9-8375-e3dcf6b68558_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-catholic-church-should-be-punished-for-failing-to-protect-children-from-abuse/2019/02/24/44ca416e-35ee-11e9-8375-e3dcf6b68558_story.html
https://politicaltheology.com/justice-the-plumb-line-amos-77-15/
https://politicaltheology.com/justice-the-plumb-line-amos-77-15/
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/tn-dpt-me-0724-commentary2-20160718-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/tn-dpt-me-0724-commentary2-20160718-story.html
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The Russian Orthodox Leader at the Core of Putin’s 
Ambitions - Greeley/NYT 

"Patr iarch Kir i l l  I  has  provided spir i tual  cover  for  the 
invasion of  Ukraine,  reaping vast resources  for  his  church 

in return.  Now,  in an extraordinary step,  the  E .U.  is  
threatening him with sanctions."    Gated NYT story .  

_____ 

 

How the Russian Orthodox Church is  Helping Drive 
Put in ’s  War in Ukraine -  TIME 

When i t  comes to  h istory ,  rel igion,  and pol it ics ,  there's  
always room for  the Middle  Ages .   Beware of  holy men 
wearing fancy outf its ,  b ig hats ,  and expensive 
watches .   And those who help tyrants  justi fy  ki l l ing .  

__________ 

 

Stocks entered a bear market. Here's what 
that means - NPR 

Time to freak out?   Average equity  values  just  dropped 
about  30% (20% in  pr ice plus  10% from inf lat ion) .   But don't  
forget  that the  S&P index quadrupled  between 2010 and 
2021 -  during a period of  low inflation.   Even with recent 
drops,  stock pr ices  remain  histor ically  h igh.   Upcoming 

https://greeleytribune.net/russian-conservative-leader-at-the-core-of-putins-ambitions/
https://greeleytribune.net/russian-conservative-leader-at-the-core-of-putins-ambitions/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/21/world/europe/kirill-putin-russian-orthodox-church.html
https://time.com/6167332/putin-russian-orthodox-church-war-ukraine/
https://time.com/6167332/putin-russian-orthodox-church-war-ukraine/
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/20/1100406104/stocks-in-bear-market-what-that-means-sandp
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/20/1100406104/stocks-in-bear-market-what-that-means-sandp
https://www.macrotrends.net/2488/sp500-10-year-daily-chart
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/investing/shiller-pe-ratio/
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interest rate  increases  by the Fed wil l  l ikely dr ive pr ices  
lower.   T ime to take a  long -term view, re -balance.    

__________ 

The Canti l lon Effect and Stock Market  Crashes -  BIG 

_____ 

The Cantillon Effect and Populism - Austrian 
Economics Center  

Or:  'Why can rodents  l iv ing in  a  food warehouse weigh 
many t imes more than those who have to hustle  for  a  
l iv ing in  nature?'  

Increasing the money supply  through central  banks 
produces uneven results .   Those who get  the inflow f irst  --  
the  wealthy --  can buy more,  thus dr iving up pr ices across 
the market .  "The result  is  a  redistr ibution from the poor to  
the r ich."  

_____ 

CCSE work on these issues :  

"Could new tools al lowing the Fed to pump money 
through ‘the people’  make U.S .  monetary pol icy more 

equitable and effective?" (2020)  

"Target ing st imulus  to lower - and middle -income famil ies  
would also moderate widening inequal i ty ,  possibly  

preventing feedback loops that might worsen dispari t ies  
in coming years ."  

__________ 

Will  US Inflat ion Lead to R ecession? -  AEI  

https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/the-cantillon-effect-and-stock-market?utm_source=email&s=r
https://www.austriancenter.com/cantillon-effect-populism/
https://www.austriancenter.com/cantillon-effect-populism/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/will-us-inflation-lead-to-recession/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGEhT-RinCW5bzLsMXARD_p49KjIEwq1qEb6gvD2e_WaZYBXORw5oB44T0cjy8DpT0KnjXQf5gcao_b7ItM_und4qd6J3qCW5vabUw7JAXEgenf
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"The Fed fel l  painfully behind the curve throughout 2021 .  
Fai l ing to see the extent to  which inflationary  pressures 
were building,  i t  poured gasol ine onto an economy that  
was already running hot .  I f  economic condit ions  slow more 
abruptly  than the Fed expects,  i t  wil l  need to respond 
more nimbly to softening in  2022 than it  did  to  
strengthening in  2021."  

__________ 

How a Social Security program piled huge 
fines on the poor and disabled - WaPost 

 

"The remarkable penalt ies led to tumult  ins ide the off ice 
of  Inspector  General  Gai l  Ennis ,  where a whist leblower 

was targeted for  retal iat ion,  an administrative  judge 
found."  

" 'While  I  s trongly  bel ieve that  those who commit  fraud 
against  publ ic  enti tlement programs deserve to be held 
accountable,  I  also  bel ieve that each person accused of  
misconduct  deserves  due process , '  she added.  

"Shaw test if ied that  she was shocked when she was 
directed in ear ly  2019 to  issue a  penalty  of  $176,000 to a  
woman who had already wri tten a check for  $26,000 to 
repay the government the e ntire amount she had wrongly 
received in  disabil i ty  benefi ts .  Before she was placed on 
leave,  Shaw was able to dismiss  or  settle  about 23  cases  
with  high proposed f ines that were already in  the appeals  
process.  But that left  at  least 83 cases  that she thou ght 
meri ted review,  interviews and testimony show."  

__________ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/20/social-security-fraud-penalties/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/20/social-security-fraud-penalties/
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Murray-Kaine Proposal to Expand, Improve 
Child Care Would Benefit Families and the 

Economy - CBPP 

Senate Ds'  scaled -back block -grant  proposal  would better  
target  chi ld care $ $$ to lower- income famil ies and 
workers ,  and be less inflationary  than the BBB,  which 
would have subsidized famil ies with up to $300,000 in 
income.   

In  presenting the new   proposal ,  the CBPP 
acknowledges concerns  we and others  raised that  
subsidiz ing well -off  famil ies  could result  in them bidding 
up the pr ice of  chi ld care ,  thereby making i t  more diff icult  
to  help  famil ies  with greater  f inancial  need in  the long 
run.   However,  we think the CBPP and many  progressive 
economists  err  in assert ing that inflation in  one market  
sector ,  such as chi ld  care,  necessari ly  results  from 
increased "agg regate demand."   Government pol ic ies that  

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-budget/murray-kaine-proposal-to-expand-improve-child-care-would-benefit-families#_edn1
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-budget/murray-kaine-proposal-to-expand-improve-child-care-would-benefit-families#_edn1
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-budget/murray-kaine-proposal-to-expand-improve-child-care-would-benefit-families#_edn1
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/19/republicans-have-no-plan-to-lower-inflation-prices/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/19/republicans-have-no-plan-to-lower-inflation-prices/
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reshape a part icular  sector  can lead to  much higher pr ice  
increases in i t   than in the economy as  a  whole (for  
example,  the recent surge in  the cost of  housing) .  

We urge Congress   to  explore this  new proposal  and a lso 
to  get  to  work on making the expanded child tax credit  
permanent:  

Congress’  fai lure to reup expanded chi ld tax credit  
displays longtime favorit ism toward higher income -  CCSE  

__________ 

 

The Rotten Core of Our Polit ical  System -  Atlantic  

" In their  new account of  the 2020 election,  two  New York 
Times  reporters  reveal  just  how broken American 

democracy has become."  

Not to mention that  members  of  Congress  al low 
themselves to use their  access  to  inside information to 
their  advantage in  stock market transactions. . .But  what's  
new?  Isn't  corrupt ion a  constant  feature of  pol i t ics?  

_____ 

Lincoln’s  Successor Problem -  Polit ico Magazine  

"The 16th president  picked a  No.  2  who could win an 
election—not heal  a  divided country ."  

__________ 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/child%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20-%20updated%20April%2029%202022%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/child%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20-%20updated%20April%2029%202022%20.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/books/archive/2022/05/this-will-not-pass-book-review-democrats-republican-political-power/629895/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/04/lincoln-vice-president-hamlin-116930/
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Workers' leverage is here to stay - Axios 

__________ 

Opinion:  Democrats need more tough love on their  
misguided economic policies -  WaPost  

 

Her  main point  is  on target.   But Rampell  lets  the unnamed 
Washington,  D .C.  economists  who claim   they warned the 
White  House about  inflat ion r isks (but  weren't  l istened to 
by pol it icos)  off  the hook way to  easy.   Just a  few months  
ago al l  the  l iberal  think tanks were s inging l ike  a chorus 
l ine in favor  of  the White House's  hyper -inflationary BBB 
bi l l .   Few if  any offered any analysis  of   economic s ide 
effects as  they customari ly  would for  legislation they 
oppose.  

While we supported parts  of  the BBB,  the CCSE often 
warned that not  target ing st imulus dollars  or  other  
subsidies  to  those at  the bottom in  greatest need could 
spur inflation.   Here's  an example:  

White House’s  promised chi ldcare subsidies  
face a host of  ‘devi ls  in  the detai ls ’  -  Center on Capital  & 

Social  Equity 

"The $1.75-tr i l l ion Build  Back Better  (BBB)  proposal ’s  
promise to cap childcare expenses at  7% of  income for  
famil ies earning up to  $300,000 faces a  ser ies of  pol icy 
hurdles regarding cost ,  equity ,  long -term impacts,  and 

https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-markets-8d18324c-002c-4ae4-a7b7-80ed16fd793e.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosmarkets&stream=business
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/16/democrats-need-more-tough-love-economy-inflation-greedflation-biden/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/16/democrats-need-more-tough-love-economy-inflation-greedflation-biden/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/16/democrats-need-more-tough-love-economy-inflation-greedflation-biden/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
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how such a program might  be ad ministered.  While 
subsidized chi ldcare  would meet  a  pressing need for  many 
low- and modest- income working parents ,  providing 
benefi ts  to  upper income professionals  and inflationary  
impacts  could push the program’s cost as  h igh as $1  
tr i l l ion over  10 years . "  

___________ 

Democrats Press Biden to Go Big on Forgiving 
Student Loan Debt - Bloomberg 

To be equitable,  pol icymakers  should apply the same loan 
forgiveness pol icy to  future borrowers that  they grant to  
today's  debtors .   Such a  proposal  might lead a precocious 
member  of  Congress to  notice that  future loan forgiveness 
would be really  a  grant o f  free money,  not a  loan.   That 
might  prompt another  Solon to object  that giving free 
tui t ion money to the offspr ing of  well -off  famil ies would 
be wasteful ,  unfair ,  and maybe inflationary .  

__________ 

Warren Buffett :  Why I ’m holding $144 bi l l ion in cash 
instead of buying more stock -  Grow 

_____ 

Sheriff 's  off ice:  2  people use chainsaw to  steal  money 
from Gloucester  Co.  7 -Eleven's  ski l led gaming machine -  

WTKR  

Others l ike cash as  well .  

__________ 

West Virginians will see the biggest spike in 
Obamacare premiums within months if 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/democrats-press-biden-to-go-big-on-forgiving-student-loan-debt/ar-AAXryhk?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=5bba82e6562e466aa532f881211d5e86
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/democrats-press-biden-to-go-big-on-forgiving-student-loan-debt/ar-AAXryhk?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=5bba82e6562e466aa532f881211d5e86
https://grow.acorns.com/why-warren-buffett-holds-hundreds-of-billions-in-cash/?utm_content=Main&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR1F-YxNJuFzU5bHHIjjceup53g-4FA6821CTR6JQOIGp_ZIqubo-qPXi2o#Echobox=1652894310
https://grow.acorns.com/why-warren-buffett-holds-hundreds-of-billions-in-cash/?utm_content=Main&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR1F-YxNJuFzU5bHHIjjceup53g-4FA6821CTR6JQOIGp_ZIqubo-qPXi2o#Echobox=1652894310
https://www.wtkr.com/news/sheriffs-office-2-people-use-chainsaw-to-steal-money-from-gloucester-co-7-elevens-skilled-gaming-machine?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a23b3c7f-bc2d-4378-8892-2c3e705472be
https://www.wtkr.com/news/sheriffs-office-2-people-use-chainsaw-to-steal-money-from-gloucester-co-7-elevens-skilled-gaming-machine?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a23b3c7f-bc2d-4378-8892-2c3e705472be
https://www.wtkr.com/news/sheriffs-office-2-people-use-chainsaw-to-steal-money-from-gloucester-co-7-elevens-skilled-gaming-machine?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a23b3c7f-bc2d-4378-8892-2c3e705472be
https://www.businessinsider.com/west-virginians-obamacare-premiums-spike-manchin-blocks-biden-agenda-2022-5
https://www.businessinsider.com/west-virginians-obamacare-premiums-spike-manchin-blocks-biden-agenda-2022-5
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Manchin keeps blocking Biden's economic 
agenda - Business Insider 

Time to get  the  band back together  and salvage the best  
of  BBB?  

 

_________ 

R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a t e  c a n d i d a t e s  p r o m o t e  ‘ r e p l a c e m e n t ’  t h e o r y  - A P  

Another  BS ' theory'  running its  course in  a  pol i t ical  media  
bubble?  

'Replacement theory'  is  probably  misplaced in  the U.S.  
context.  

Pop Quiz:  Which nation aggressively  appl ies ' replacement 
theory '  in  i ts  laws and pol icies?   These include:  

1 .  immigration laws  discr iminat ing in  favor  of  the rul ing 
major i ty .  

2.  land acquisi t ion pol ic ies and practices  favoring the 
rul ing major ity  and a  land bank to  f inance such.  

For more clues,  consult  your  Old Testaments  and Fox 
News.  

 

https://www.businessinsider.com/west-virginians-obamacare-premiums-spike-manchin-blocks-biden-agenda-2022-5
https://www.businessinsider.com/west-virginians-obamacare-premiums-spike-manchin-blocks-biden-agenda-2022-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3taELQYw6iY
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-republicans-replacement-theory-00800c89953aa58e746988ed591e7ed9
https://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/return.htm
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/the-bible-says-israel-belongs-to-the-jews-and-has-for-over-3000-years
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/the-bible-says-israel-belongs-to-the-jews-and-has-for-over-3000-years
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3taELQYw6iY
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Those answering  correctly  can receive cert i f ication of  
having an IQ of at  least 100.   Harder quizzes to  come.  

__________ 

How Trump-backed candidates fared on the 
busiest primary day - Politico 

"The former president's  endorsement record Tuesday was 
mixed.  While state Sen.  Doug Mastr iano won in 

Pennsylvania ,  elsewhere several  other  Trump favorites  fell  
short ."  

Republicans would do well  to  retain pol i t ical  diversi ty  in 
their  party .   They should app reciate,  not deprecate,  the 
Cheneys,  Romneys,  and McConnells .   

Trump has  activated a large segment of  the bottom 50% --  
which once was the base of  the Democratic  party  
and  could be re-cult ivated.   For  that  to  happen,  D's  would 
have shif t  their  pol icy focu s  away from favoring the 
professional  class  and select racial  and gender  groups 
( identi ty pol i t ics)  and toward low -income people 
general ly .  

__________ 

Black Lives Matter paid nearly $4M to board 
secretary,  co-founder's brother,  and father of her 

child -  Fox 

Three cheers  fo r  American non -prof i ts!   Reparation 
theory?  

__________ 

Can a Red-Pilled Tree-Hugger Save California? - 
Common Sense 

https://jia.sipa.columbia.edu/online-articles/politics-demography-israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/18/trump-backed-candidates-2022-primary-results-00032746
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/18/trump-backed-candidates-2022-primary-results-00032746
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/black-lives-matter-paid-nearly-4m-to-board-secretary-co-founder-s-brother-and-father-of-her-child/ar-AAXnzE7?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=d6210c57737545bfdb228ea6b5eb775c
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/black-lives-matter-paid-nearly-4m-to-board-secretary-co-founder-s-brother-and-father-of-her-child/ar-AAXnzE7?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=d6210c57737545bfdb228ea6b5eb775c
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/black-lives-matter-paid-nearly-4m-to-board-secretary-co-founder-s-brother-and-father-of-her-child/ar-AAXnzE7?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=d6210c57737545bfdb228ea6b5eb775c
https://bariweiss.substack.com/p/can-a-red-pilled-tree-hugger-save?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo5MzQ2NDMyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjo1NTIxODU2NCwiXyI6IlRHRG52IiwiaWF0IjoxNjUyNzk3NjIyLCJleHAiOjE2NTI4MDEyMjIsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0yNjAzNDciLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.31Aq92nHGGXoO61w6BvfxqrRZX8izlzg85k6u-xexvg&s=r
https://bariweiss.substack.com/p/can-a-red-pilled-tree-hugger-save?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo5MzQ2NDMyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjo1NTIxODU2NCwiXyI6IlRHRG52IiwiaWF0IjoxNjUyNzk3NjIyLCJleHAiOjE2NTI4MDEyMjIsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0yNjAzNDciLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.31Aq92nHGGXoO61w6BvfxqrRZX8izlzg85k6u-xexvg&s=r
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"On the campaign trai l  with Michael  Shellenberger ,  the 
Democrat turned independent  who wants to  unseat  Gavin 

Newsom."  

__________ 

 

Summer Lee’s Organizing Model Has Upended 
Pittsburgh - American Prospect 

"Throughout her  pol it ical  career ,  Lee has  struggled to win 
the support of  organized labor ,  despite having previously  
worked as an organizer  for  the F ight for  $15,  which is  
backed by the SEIU.  

"Few unions have backed her  because of  her  opposit ion to 
fracking,  and her  calls  for  a  crackdown on pollution from 
U.S .  Steel .  When Lee ran for  re -election in 2020,  she was 
the only  incumbent Democratic  state legislator  that  the 
Pennsylva nia  AFL -CIO actively spent  money against ,  with 
unions spending over  $170,000 in an attempt to beat her .  
She st i l l  won with 72  percent of  the vote."  

__________ 

The Buffalo shooting and the fascistic 
transformation of the Republican Party - 

WSWS 

https://prospect.org/politics/summer-lees-organizing-model-has-upended-pittsburgh/
https://prospect.org/politics/summer-lees-organizing-model-has-upended-pittsburgh/
https://paydayreport.com/pittsburgh-afl-cio-opposes-1st-black-woman-state-rep-from-western-pa-in-re-election/
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/05/17/pers-m17.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/05/17/pers-m17.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/05/17/pers-m17.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
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As i t  often does ,  the  Trotskyist  press  offers  insights into 
the U.S .  two -party  system while being short  on practical  
solutions .   As  the for  the Democrats:  

" . . . the  racial ism of  the far  r ight  is  in  fact  ideologically  
legit imized by the racial ism of  the Democrats .  The 
Democratic  Party  has  placed at  the center  of  i ts  program 
the insistence on irreconcilable  racial  confl ict ,  the 
presentation of every  social  proble m in America  as ar is ing 
out  of  racial  div is ion,  in  order  to  suppress any discuss ion 
of  the far  more fundamental  class  divis ions ."  

Both parties  distract the bottom 40% of  the work force 
who are low wage with cultural  dog whistles  that  div ide 
them and suppre ss  their  focus  on economic issues .   Both 
part ies say they represent workers .  In real ity ,  the  R 
posit ion is :  "Not  one more dollar  in  wages or  one paid s ick 
day."   Ds  put  the interests  of  professionals  and 
educational  el i tes over  the low -wage work force.   

BTW, the story below is  an example of  how the pol i t ical  
and academic el i te  "racial ize" an issue:  

_____ 

Moves by Russia, China, North Korea rekindle 
nuclear concerns - Harvard Gazette 

"Global  securi ty  experts  scrutinize weapon deployment 
threats in  Ukraine ,  accelerated missi le  tests ,  s i l o  

construction"  

"North Korea,  which appears to  be rapidly advancing i ts  
missi le  program, perhaps in preparation for  another  
nuclear  test ,  is  “very challenging.”  Though the U.S.  has  
tr ied to open a door to  diplomacy,  “they have not  
responded.  They have not  come back to us  at  al l ,”  said  
Jenkins .  “ Instead,  they’ve  been test ing .”  

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/05/moves-by-russia-china-north-korea-rekindle-nuclear-concerns/?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Gazette%2020220517%20(1)
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/05/moves-by-russia-china-north-korea-rekindle-nuclear-concerns/?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Gazette%2020220517%20(1)
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"As a  Black woman from New York’s  South Bronx,  Jenkins 
spoke of  the importance of  role models and how essential  
i t  is  to  have ideas  and decis ions  that spr ing from a group 
of  people who come from diver se  backgrounds and l i fe  
experiences ."  

So,  is  one to infer  that  the key to  nuclear  arms accords 
with  North Korea and China is  gett ing someone with 
experience in  the Hood at the negotiating 
table?   (Research topic;  Do Harvard academics  have a 
h igher-than-average ratio  of  years  of  educational  train ing 
to  native intel l igence and common sense?)  

___________ 

With higher inflation, l iving with your parents 
makes economic sense - Michele 

Singletary/WaPost 

"Among adults  25 to  29,  nearly a  third l ive in 
multigenerational  households,  often in  their  parents’  
homes,  according to  Pew. Nearly 4  in 10 young men are in 
multigenerational  households.  

"And whi le a  quarte r  of  adults  in  multigenerational  homes 
say i t  is  stressful  al l  or  most of  the t ime,  more than twice 
that say i t  is  mostly  or  always rewarding,  Pew found."  

__________ 

Social Security checks could jump 8.6%, biggest 
hike since 1981, expert says - CBS 

Or not at  al l ,  i f  we're talk ing about  real  money.   An 
inflation adjustment means you break even.  

__________ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/05/13/inflation-housing-moving-home/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/05/13/inflation-housing-moving-home/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/05/13/inflation-housing-moving-home/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/social-security-checks-cola-increase-2022/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/social-security-checks-cola-increase-2022/
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CEO Pay Explodes Again - LA Progressive 

Interest ing discussion of  how the law al lows CEOs to 
control  company boards  of  directors .  

__________ 

Ralph Nader: The New Corporate Dictators Super -
Rich And Super-Immune - Eurasia Review 

"As long as  Si l icon Val ley behemoths  cont inue to rule 
Washington D.C.  and State Capitals ,  get ready for  more 

ref inements of  commercial  tyranny."  

__________ 

How Wall Street Is Taking Over Medicare -  The 
Lever 

Private equity  seems an unl ikely  option f or  reconcil ing 
double digi t  returns  for  investors ,  h igh -qual ity  health 
care ,  and the imperative  to  somehow tame chronic 
Medicare hyperinflation.  

__________ 

Three Reasons Why Providing Cash to 
Families With Children Is a Sound Policy 

Investment - CBPP 

"This  paper provides three reasons why giv ing cash to 
famil ies with low incomes is  a  sound pol icy  investment for  
famil ies and children.  ( I t  focuses on why cash is  important ,  
not which pol icy  option is  the optimal  mechanism for  
distr ibuting cash to famil ies . )"  

https://www.laprogressive.com/economic-equality/ceo-pay-explodes?utm_source=LA+Progressive+NEW&utm_campaign=1d1408fe1e-LAP+News+-+20+April+17+PC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61288e16ef-1d1408fe1e-287063671&mc_cid=1d1408fe1e&mc_eid=f6fb93a068&emci=0caed973-39d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=9d6d650d-42d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=4028676
https://www.eurasiareview.com/14052022-ralph-nader-the-new-corporate-dictators-super-rich-and-super-immune-oped/?emci=0caed973-39d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=9d6d650d-42d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=4028676
https://www.eurasiareview.com/14052022-ralph-nader-the-new-corporate-dictators-super-rich-and-super-immune-oped/?emci=0caed973-39d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=9d6d650d-42d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=4028676
https://www.levernews.com/how-wall-street-is-taking-over-medicare/?emci=0caed973-39d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=9d6d650d-42d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=4028676
https://www.levernews.com/how-wall-street-is-taking-over-medicare/?emci=0caed973-39d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=9d6d650d-42d5-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=4028676
https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/three-reasons-why-providing-cash-to-families-with-children-is-a
https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/three-reasons-why-providing-cash-to-families-with-children-is-a
https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/three-reasons-why-providing-cash-to-families-with-children-is-a
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Though this  piece is  threaded with identi ty  pol i t ics ,  credit  
to  CBPP for  presenting a  case that would benefi t  ALL low -
income famil ies ,  not  just  those in  select  racial  or  other  
categories.  

__________ 

What’s Wrong With Identity Politics? - NY 
Magazine 

"Philosopher Olúfemi O.  Táíwò’s  new book reclaims the 
concept  from el i te power brokers ."  

"So,  what  could a di fferent ap proach look l ike?  Táíwò 
proposes a 'constructive pol it ics '  —  a  shi ft  in  focus to 
specif ic  results .  To  him,  this  means redistr ibut ing 
resources and power downward to the people most  
negatively affected by the status quo."  

__________ 

Opinion:  Hate is not at the root  of most mass 
shootings -  WaPost  

 

__________ 

Abortion in the Founders’ era: Violent,  chaotic and 
unregulated -  WaPost 

" In the 18th-century United States and England,  abortion 
was common enou gh that there were slang terms for  i t ,  
l ike “taking the cold,”  “ taking the trade ”  and “br inging 
down the f lowers .”  I t  was less -effective  and more 
dangerous than i t  is  now; women seekin g abortions often 
died from infected wounds or  poisons .  And it  was  
general ly unregulated,  except  for  a  few instances in 

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/olufemi-taiwo-identity-politics-elite-capture.html?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/olufemi-taiwo-identity-politics-elite-capture.html?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/15/buffalo-mass-shootings-hate-not-root-motive/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/15/buffalo-mass-shootings-hate-not-root-motive/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/15/buffalo-mass-shootings-hate-not-root-motive/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2022/05/15/abortion-history-founders-alito/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2022/05/15/abortion-history-founders-alito/
https://history.uconn.edu/taking-the-trade/
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England and one in  colonial  Maryland mentioned by Al i to  
in the draft  opinion."  

Taking the Trade -  UConn  

__________ 

 

T h e  C o v i d  C a p i t u l a t i o n  -  E r i c  T o p o l  

Topol  makes strong arguments .  

__________ 

 

https://history.uconn.edu/taking-the-trade/
https://erictopol.substack.com/p/the-covid-capitulation?s=r
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Topol
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Newsom’s ‘new strategy’ would force some 
homeless, mentally il l  Californians into treatment - 

CalMatters 

Nexus with inequal i ty?   People with cognit ive and 
reasoning impairments occupy the lowest  social  and 
economic strata  in  the U.S .   Cal i fornia  uses a ta x on 
mil l ionaires  to  help fund i ts  mental  health system.  

_____ 

Forcing homeless people into treatment can 
backfire.  What about a f irm nu dge? -  WaPost 

 

Available funding falls  far  short  of  achieving the goals  of  
mandatory treatment --  and probably always wil l .  

_____ 

Breakdown: California’s mental health system, 
explained - CalMatters 

A  h i s t o r y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p o l i c i e s  

Will  state and national   pol icy  shift  back to an emphasis  
on insti tutional  mental  health treatment?  

__________ 

 

https://lompocrecord.com/news/local/state-and-regional/newsom-s-new-strategy-would-force-some-homeless-mentally-ill-californians-into-treatment/article_64f9125c-198f-5186-9fec-0800db4cd5da.html
https://lompocrecord.com/news/local/state-and-regional/newsom-s-new-strategy-would-force-some-homeless-mentally-ill-californians-into-treatment/article_64f9125c-198f-5186-9fec-0800db4cd5da.html
https://lompocrecord.com/news/local/state-and-regional/newsom-s-new-strategy-would-force-some-homeless-mentally-ill-californians-into-treatment/article_64f9125c-198f-5186-9fec-0800db4cd5da.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/05/11/care-courts-california-homeless-coercion/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/05/11/care-courts-california-homeless-coercion/
https://calmatters.org/explainers/breakdown-californias-mental-health-system-explained/
https://calmatters.org/explainers/breakdown-californias-mental-health-system-explained/
https://calmatters.org/explainers/breakdown-californias-mental-health-system-explained/#523c1740-9792-11e9-b4ba-6daafb072cad
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So Who Bought Andy Warhol’s  Marilyn  for  Nearly 
$200 Million? - Vanity Fair  

__________ 

Sunday,  May 15,  2022  

__________ 

"For  now we see through a  glass ,  darkly . . . "  

_____ 

 

1st image of supermassive black hole at the center 
of Milky Way galaxy revealed - CNN 

Behold!   An image from the l i fe  cycle of  'Big Bang, '  the  
great God of  Reason and Science who created the 
Universe?   

What gods do you worship?   Wealth?  
Power?   Technology?   Your family?   L ife?   Pleasure?   A  
stranger  to  Earth might  guess the devices  people stare 
into  even as they walk  down the street .   Tech,  chi ld  of  
Reason and Science?  

 

 

 

 

https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2022/05/andy-warhol-marilyn-mystery-buyer?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2022/05/andy-warhol-marilyn-mystery-buyer?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/1%20Corinthians%2013%3A12
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/12/world/milky-way-center-black-hole-image-scn/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/12/world/milky-way-center-black-hole-image-scn/index.html
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The Ancient of Days - William Blake 

 

___________ 

India bans wheat exports,  cites food security and 
soaring prices -  Al Jazeera 

"Agriculture ministers from the G7 industr ial ised nations 
immediately  condemned India’s  ban on wheat exports . "  

__________ 

 

Two Years into the Pandemic, Charitable Food 
Remains a Key Resource for One in Six Adults 

- Urban 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/14/india-bans-wheat-exports-cites-food-security-and-soaring-prices
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/14/india-bans-wheat-exports-cites-food-security-and-soaring-prices
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/two-years-pandemic-charitable-food-remains-key-resource-one-six-adults?&utm_source=urban_EA&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=charitable_food_use&utm_term=ibp&utm_content=tier_1_safety_net_stakeholders
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/two-years-pandemic-charitable-food-remains-key-resource-one-six-adults?&utm_source=urban_EA&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=charitable_food_use&utm_term=ibp&utm_content=tier_1_safety_net_stakeholders
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/two-years-pandemic-charitable-food-remains-key-resource-one-six-adults?&utm_source=urban_EA&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=charitable_food_use&utm_term=ibp&utm_content=tier_1_safety_net_stakeholders
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•  "Adults  experiencing food insecuri ty ,  especially very 
low food security  ( the  most  severe  form) ,  reported 
high levels  of  charitable food use .  Two in  f ive adults  
reporting low food securi ty  and about half  of  adults  
reporting very low food security  accessed c hari table 
food in the 12 months pr ior  to  December 2021 .  

•  "Famil ies with  chi ldren show a  cont inued need for  
charitable food services ,  especial ly as access  to  
school  meals was tenuous during school  closures  and 
quarantine periods .  Adults  l iv ing with chi ldren under 
the age of  19  were 50 percent  more l ikely  to  report  
use of  char itable  food than adults  who were not l iv ing 
with chi ldren in  2021.  This  trend was part icularly more 
pronounced for Black and Hispanic/Latinx adults  with 
chi ldren. . .  

•  "Approximately one in three adults  with a  disabil i ty  or  
who l ive  with a household member  with a  disabil i ty  
reported household use of  chari table food in  2021,  
compared with about  one in  seven adults  with no 
disabi l i ty  in  their  household. . .  

•  "Among low-income adults  who reported n ot  us ing 
charitable food in  2021 ,  more than half  did  not  know 
of  a  community resource for  charitable food,  and 
about  half  reported they were not at  al l  or  not  too 
comfortable seeking ass istance i f  they had a  need. . . "  

 

__________ 

Democrats regain control of board overseeing 
labor relations for feds  -  WaPost 

_____ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/13/democrats-federal-unions-board-control/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/13/democrats-federal-unions-board-control/


55 
 

You Probably Aren’t  Getting Paid Overtime. Here’s 
Why. -  Capital & Main 

"How employers  get  away with denying workers  income 
they used to earn."  

__________ 

 

As we grieved for Shireen Abu Aqleh, Israeli  police 
attacked us.  They have no shame - Guardian 

__________ 

Big Bottle: The Baby Formula Nightmare - 
Matt Stoller/BIG 

"This  is  a  true cr is is  that  is  a  long -time coming.  Thank the 
baby formula monopoly ,  i ts  partner  at  the Food and Drug 

Administration,  and the Department of  Agriculture."  

"Here’s  what happened to the baby formula market  in  
California when the WIC contract changed hands.  

https://capitalandmain.com/you-probably-arent-getting-paid-overtime-heres-why
https://capitalandmain.com/you-probably-arent-getting-paid-overtime-heres-why
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/13/shireen-abu-aqleh-israeli-police-palestinian-funeral?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/13/shireen-abu-aqleh-israeli-police-palestinian-funeral?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/big-bottle-the-baby-formula-nightmare?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTQ0OTY2ODgsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY1MjQ1MDI1NywiZXhwIjoxNjUyNDUzODU3LCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMTE1MjQiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0._uvLUGMvHVeGAzFehTyTAqARDfr-JsqdOCrCbM90Sa8&s=r
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/big-bottle-the-baby-formula-nightmare?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTQ0OTY2ODgsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY1MjQ1MDI1NywiZXhwIjoxNjUyNDUzODU3LCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMTE1MjQiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0._uvLUGMvHVeGAzFehTyTAqARDfr-JsqdOCrCbM90Sa8&s=r
https://www.theguardian.com/world/israel
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"This  whole  scheme,  done under  the guise  of  welfare,  is  
essential ly  a  transfer  of  wealth from the middle  class to  
the poor ,  done by enriching the baby formula cartel .  The 
monopoly  fr iendly program design was  peddled by the 
anti -poverty group the Center  for  Budget and Pol icy  
Pr ior it ies ,  which is  both on the center -left  of  the pol i t ical  
spectrum and al igned with Wall  Str eet."  

_____ 

Then again ,  i t 's  always  easy to cr it ic ize.  The FDA is  a  busy 
agency and has many responsibi l i t ies :  

"F .D.A.  Authorizes Underwear to  Protect Against S .T . I .s  
During Oral  Sex -  NYT"  

__________ 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/wics-competitive-bidding-process-for-infant-formula-is-highly-cost
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/12/health/fda-underwear-sti.html?smtyp=cur&smid=fb-nytimes&fbclid=IwAR3uiPKgPasRiUlTHU37TJr1AqhuI70lyh5odnc4X6j46FSPvL-l1_VG9YU
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/12/health/fda-underwear-sti.html?smtyp=cur&smid=fb-nytimes&fbclid=IwAR3uiPKgPasRiUlTHU37TJr1AqhuI70lyh5odnc4X6j46FSPvL-l1_VG9YU
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Housing costs skyrocket as SpaceX expands in 
Texas city -  NPR 

" I  have a  full -t ime job with healthcare  benefits , "  Basaldú 
says.  "Most people i n  Brownsvil le  do not have that .  And i f  
i t  was  that d iff icult  for  me,  how much more diff icult  is  i t  
going to be for  somebody else i f  their  landlord tells  them 
that they need to  get  out  and f ind an apartment?"  

_____ 

H o u s i n g  m a r k e t  i n d i c a t o r s ,  M a y  2 0 2 2  -  A E I  

Sti l l  white  hot.  

__________ 

https://www.npr.org/2022/05/13/1097981581/housing-costs-skyrocket-spacex-expands-texas
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/13/1097981581/housing-costs-skyrocket-spacex-expands-texas
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/aei-housing-market-indicators-may-2022/
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Biden administration renews effort to get 
enhanced child tax credit to low -income 

families - CNN 

"The Biden administration is  relaunching i ts  efforts  to  
reach famil ies  whose incomes are so low they don't  have 
to  f i le  taxes and direct  them to an onl ine  portal  where 
they can submit  information neede d to cla im the credit .  
El igible  households can receive up to  $3,600 for  each 
child under age 6  and up to $3,000 for  each one ages 6 
through 17 .  

"The portal ,  created by the non -prof it  Code for  America in  
collaborat ion with the White House and the Treasury 
Department,  reopens Wednesday.  The free tool ,  avai lable 
at  ChildTaxCredit .gov  or  GetCTC.org ,  is  accessible  on 
desktops and mobile  devices and is  in  Engl ish and Spanish.  

"The onl ine tool  launched last  fal l  but  was not  available  
during the tax f i l ing season,  to  encourage people to f i le  
full  returns ,  which would allow them to claim other  tax  
credits ."  

https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/11/politics/child-tax-credit-low-income-families/index.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/11/politics/child-tax-credit-low-income-families/index.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/11/politics/child-tax-credit-low-income-families/index.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/12/politics/irs-child-tax-credit-outreach/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/12/politics/irs-child-tax-credit-outreach/index.html
https://www.childtaxcredit.gov/
https://www.getctc.org/en
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Good.   But  this  may be the last  hurrah for  the expanded 
child credit  unless  Congress acts  to  extend i t .  

__________ 

No, President Biden Has Not Implemented Historic 
Deficit Reduction - CRFB 

Monthly Budget Review:  Apri l  2022 -  CBO  

"On the basis  of  collections so far  th is  year ,  revenues in 
2022 are l ikely to  total  between $400 bi l l ion and $500 
bi l l ion more than CBO antic ipated last  summer.  That 
increase stems mainly  from larger -than-antic ipated 
payments of  individual  income taxes ,  pa yroll  taxes,  and 
corporate income taxes for  calendar year  2021 .  The 
reasons for  the difference wil l  be  better  understood as 
addit ional  information becomes available ,  but may reflect  
stronger-than-expected income growth throughout 2021 
and so far  in 2022."  

__________ 

The Coup in the Kremlin: How Putin and the 
Security Services Captured the Russian State 

- Foreign Affairs 

" . . .KGB off icers were relatively  well  equipped to endure 
the collapse of  communism and the trans it ion to 
capital ism.  To the securi ty  services,  the Sovi et-era  call  for  
a  classless  society  of  proletar ians had always been merely 
a  slogan;  ideology was a  tool  for  controll ing the public  
and strengthening the hand of  the state."  

__________ 

https://www.crfb.org/blogs/no-president-biden-has-not-implemented-historic-deficit-reduction
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/no-president-biden-has-not-implemented-historic-deficit-reduction
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/57974
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2022-05-10/coup-kremlin?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=The%20Coup%20in%20the%20Kremlin&utm_content=20220513&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2022-05-10/coup-kremlin?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=The%20Coup%20in%20the%20Kremlin&utm_content=20220513&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2022-05-10/coup-kremlin?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=The%20Coup%20in%20the%20Kremlin&utm_content=20220513&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
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_____ 

Al Jazeera accuses Israeli forces of killing 
journalist in West Bank - Guardian 

Latest development in  one of  the world's  most rac ist  
nations.   Really?   Many Israel i  laws and pol ic ies are 
designed to reduce the % of  non -Jewish res idents ,  acquire  
their  land,  and  dominate  what is  mostly  a  lo w-income 
populat ion.   For  example,  Israel 's  law of  return  grants  
blanket  permission to Jews to immigrate ,  but not  
others .   What are the l ikely  demographic  and pol i t ical  
consequences?  

I f  the  U.S .  had a  s imilar  law favoring Christ ian immigrat ion,  
imagine the wail ing and cr ies of  ' rac ism'  from American 
Jews and othe r  people left  out .   

Right of Return - Knesset 

__________ 

 

Tight labor markets and wage growth in the 
current economy - Harry Holtzer/Brookings  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/11/al-jazeera-journalist-killed-in-west-bank-unrest
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/11/al-jazeera-journalist-killed-in-west-bank-unrest
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/full/10.3366/E1474947509000614
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/full/10.3366/E1474947509000614
https://www.vox.com/world/2018/7/31/17623978/israel-jewish-nation-state-law-bill-explained-apartheid-netanyahu-democracy
https://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/return.htm
https://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/return.htm
https://www.brookings.edu/research/tight-labor-markets-and-wage-growth-in-the-current-economy/?utm_campaign=Economic%20Studies&utm_medium=email&utm_content=212774690&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.brookings.edu/research/tight-labor-markets-and-wage-growth-in-the-current-economy/?utm_campaign=Economic%20Studies&utm_medium=email&utm_content=212774690&utm_source=hs_email
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"Unti l  recently ,  nominal  wages have more than kept pace 
with inf lat ion,  al lowing real  wages to grow since  the start  
of  the pandemic .  

"…workers enjoyed over  2  percent  real  wage growth in 
2020-21,  even after  adjusting for  the fact that  the 
composit ion of  the workforce changed in that  t ime period.  
Unfortunately,  inflation has  been higher than wage growth 
s ince mid-2021;  but,  i f  supply -side pr ice shocks  soon 
diminish,  real  wage growth could return (as long as such 
growth i tself  doesn’t  generate too much inflation) . "  

__________ 

Social Security checks could jump 8.6%, biggest 
hike since 1981, expert says - CBS 

__________ 

 

Baby formula shortage adds to Biden’s 
growing stockpile of challenges - The Hill  

White  House gets t i ts  in  wringer on another  issue that hi ts  
low-income hardest .   Among  many factors:  1 )  the need for  
paid  work immediately  after  bir th  to  survive,  2)  abi l i ty  of  
h igher- income to  hoard formula ,  breast feed while 
working at  home. 3 )  supply chain issues,  l imited number of  
suppliers  (mo nopoly power) .   See:  

High rates of formula use with low -income infants 
-  ScienceDaily  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/social-security-cola-increase-2022-8-6-percent-biggest-since-1981/?msclkid=2c765303d16f11eca0736fc391c05d98
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/social-security-cola-increase-2022-8-6-percent-biggest-since-1981/?msclkid=2c765303d16f11eca0736fc391c05d98
https://thehill.com/news/3483812-baby-formula-shortage-adds-to-bidens-growing-stockpile-of-challenges/
https://thehill.com/news/3483812-baby-formula-shortage-adds-to-bidens-growing-stockpile-of-challenges/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/05/190502100948.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/05/190502100948.htm
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Why The Breastfeeding Vs. Formula Debate Is  
Especially Crit ical In Poor Countries -  NPR 

The baby formula shortage highlights the delicate 
nature of food supply chains -  Quartz 

__________ 

Russia warns West over risk of conflict with NATO 
- Reuters 

"NATO countries pumping weapons into Ukraine, training troops to use Western 

equipment, sending in mercenaries and the exercises of Alliance countries near our 

borders increase the likelihood of a direct and open conflict between NATO and 

Russia," Medvedev said in a Telegram post. 

"Such a conflict always has the risk of turning into a full-fledged nuclear war," 

Medvedev said. "This will be a disastrous scenario for everyone." 

Ya think?   Here's  a  double feature for  Putin's  entourage to 
watch during a   team building ex ercise:  

 

_____ 

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/07/13/628105632/is-infant-formula-ever-a-good-option-in-poor-countries
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/07/13/628105632/is-infant-formula-ever-a-good-option-in-poor-countries
https://qz.com/2163395/all-the-reasons-for-the-us-baby-formula-shortage/
https://qz.com/2163395/all-the-reasons-for-the-us-baby-formula-shortage/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-warns-west-over-risk-of-conflict-with-nato/ar-AAXaG7a?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=ca191d4edf9d4239b146b734a437e0dd
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-warns-west-over-risk-of-conflict-with-nato/ar-AAXaG7a?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=ca191d4edf9d4239b146b734a437e0dd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Death_of_Stalin
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Movie CLIP -  Kong Rides  the Bomb (1964)  

__________ 

These GOP polit icians aren’t  pro - l ife.  They’re pro-
forced birth.  -  WaPost 

"Mississippi ’s  legislature recentl y considered whether to  
extend Medicaid  postpartum coverage from 60 days to a  
full  year  after  bir th ,  as  federal  law newly allows states to  
do .  I f  you care about  the l ives of  new moms (and,  by 
extension,  their  k ids) ,  this  is  a  no -brainer .  Roughly  6  in  10 
bir ths  in  the state are  covered by Medicaid;  86  percent  of  
the state’s  maternal  deaths  occur postpartum.  Pregnancy 
and del ivery  raise  the r isk of  many health complications,  
including infect ions ,  blood clots ,  high blood pressu re ,  
heart  condit ions  and postpartum depression.  Giving low -
income moms access to  health care a  full  year  after  bir th  
would save l ives ."  

__________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snTaSJk0n_Y
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/10/republican-politicians-are-less-antiabortion-than-pro-forcing-birth/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/10/republican-politicians-are-less-antiabortion-than-pro-forcing-birth/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/births-financed-by-medicaid/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/births-financed-by-medicaid/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://mshealthpolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Post-Partum-Medicaid-Feb-2021.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._Strangelove
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All  clownfish are born male.  -  Interesting Facts  

"All  clownfish have the abil i ty  to  turn female,  and the 
change is  permanent once it  occurs .  The transformation 
begins  almost immediately  after  the dominant  female 
leaves,  and starts  in the brain before manifest ing i tself  in  
the sex organs ."  

For  anemonefish,  male -to-female sex change happens f i rst  
in  the brain -  University  of  I l l inois  Urbana -Champaign  

Research Q:  Does a s imilar  phenomenon occur  in  
Washington,  D .C. ,  think tanks and pol icy  circles?  

__________ 

 

Biden’s Labor Department Has Bi g Worries About 
Crypto In 401(k)s -  Forbes 

__________ 

Black and Hispanic Americans, those with less 
education are more likely to fall  out of the middle 

class each year- PEW 

https://www.interestingfacts.com/fact/627177b3f2fd0300071e993a
https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/801431
https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/801431
https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/801431
https://www.forbes.com/sites/eriksherman/2022/03/11/dol-has-big-worries-about-crypto-in-retirement-accounts/?sh=4df4857e1e80
https://www.forbes.com/sites/eriksherman/2022/03/11/dol-has-big-worries-about-crypto-in-retirement-accounts/?sh=4df4857e1e80
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/05/10/black-and-hispanic-americans-those-with-less-education-are-more-likely-to-fall-out-of-the-middle-class-each-year/?utm_content=buffer56a7a&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/05/10/black-and-hispanic-americans-those-with-less-education-are-more-likely-to-fall-out-of-the-middle-class-each-year/?utm_content=buffer56a7a&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin.com&utm_campaign=buffer
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"Adults  who stepped down the ladd er –  f rom the middle -  
to  the lower-income t ier  or  from upper - to  middle -income 
–  experienced about  a 40% to 55% loss  in  household 
income at the median in  a  typical  year .  The magnitude of  
income gains or  losses var ied l i t tle  across  racial  and 
ethnic groups or  across  education groups.  But the pattern 
of  movement across income t iers  suggests  that Black and 
Hispanic  adults ,  as  well  as  adults  with less  education,  
were more l ikely than White and Asian adults ,  and 
Americans  who have more education,  to  experience a  loss 
in income than a  gain ."  

__________ 

Biden’s New Taxes for Billionaires: O ne Is Hard, 
One Is Easy -  TPC 

Should the Senate take this  up,  here's  a  compromise on 
taxing capital  gains at  death that accounts  for  asset  
losses due to inflation:  

 

Gett ing Inf lat ion Loss out  of  Capital  Gains Taxation Is  Fair  -  
and Might Help Reach a Deal  on Dunning the Dead -  CCSE  

  

 __________ 
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