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_____ 

Shock Therapy for Neoliberals - Joseph 
Stiglitz/Project Syndicate 

"Neol iberal ism is  predicated on a  fanciful  v is ion of  
rational  f i rms seeking to maximize  their  long-run profi ts  in  
a  context  of  perfectly  eff ic ient  markets .  Under the 
neol iberal  global ization regime,  f i rms are  supposed to buy 
from the cheapest source,  and i f  individual  f i rms fai l  to  
account appropriately  for  the r isk  of  being dependent  on 
Russian gas,  governments  are not supposed to intervene."  

BTW, Adam Smith punctuated his  argument for  unfettered 
markets  by pointing out that nations need to manage 
foreign inf luence in key industr ies for  strategic reasons,  
including national  defense.   For  example:  

Adam Smith Got  i t  Right:  Jones Act  is  Essential  for  
National  Security  -  American Mari t ime Partnership  

"There seem,  however,  to  be two cases ,  in  which i t  wil l  
general ly be advantageous to lay  some burden upon 
foreign,  for  the encouragement of  domestic  industry .  …  
The f i rs t  is ,  when some particular  sort  of  industry  is  
necessary for  the defense of  the country .  The defense of  
Great Br itain ,  for  example,  depends very much upon the 
number of  i ts  sai lors  and shipping.  The act  of  navigat ion,  
therefore,  very properly  endeavors  to  give the sai lors  and 
shipping of  Great Br itain the monopoly  of  the trade of  
their  own country ,  in  some cases ,  by  absolute prohibit ions,  

https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
http://www.inequalityink.org/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/russia-war-covid-global-shocks-reveal-bankruptcy-of-neoliberalism-by-joseph-e-stiglitz-2022-04?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6acb2dcaed-covid_newsletter_04_06_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-6acb2dcaed-105791845&mc_cid=6acb2dcaed&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/russia-war-covid-global-shocks-reveal-bankruptcy-of-neoliberalism-by-joseph-e-stiglitz-2022-04?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6acb2dcaed-covid_newsletter_04_06_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-6acb2dcaed-105791845&mc_cid=6acb2dcaed&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.americanmaritimepartnership.com/press-releases/adam-smith-got-right-jones-act-essential-national-security/
https://www.americanmaritimepartnership.com/press-releases/adam-smith-got-right-jones-act-essential-national-security/
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and in others ,  by  heavy burdens upon the shipping of  
foreign countr ies .  …  As  defense,  however ,  is  of  much more 
importance than opulence,  the act  of  navigat ion is ,  
perhaps,  the  wisest of  al l  the commercial  regulations  of  
England."  

  -  from "An Inquiry  Into the Nature and Causes of  the 
Wealth of  Nations"  

 

__________ 

Biden, joined by Obama, proposes tax credit 
fix to Affordable Care Act - NBC 

"The proposed change would provide coverage for  200,000 
uninsured family members  while  lowering premiums for  
almost a  mi l l ion more people,  an administration off ic ial  

said ."  

_____ 

Biden extends payment pause on federal  student  loans 
unti l  September  

 

 

Fed off icial :  Inf lat ion fal ls  hardest  on poorer famil ies -  
WaPost  

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/biden-proposes-tax-credit-fix-affordable-care-act-family-glitch-affect-rcna22946?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/biden-proposes-tax-credit-fix-affordable-care-act-family-glitch-affect-rcna22946?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/06/biden-extends-payment-pause-on-federal-student-loans-until-september-.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/06/biden-extends-payment-pause-on-federal-student-loans-until-september-.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2022/04/05/fed-inflation-poor/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2022/04/05/fed-inflation-poor/
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Unequal Inflation Impacts - virtual video 
event/Minneapolis Fed 

Variat ion in  the Inflat ion Exper iences of  Households -  
Opening Remarks,  Governor Lael  Brainard  

Presentat ion br iefs :  

• How Do Low-Income Families Spend Their Money? 

By Lisa A. Gennetian, Jordan Conwell, and Becca Daniels 

Examining the expenditures of families with children living in poverty helps shed 

light on how these families allocate their limited funds and the extent to which 

government programs cover the costs of necessities. Even though technology is now 

essential for many transactions, including obtaining government benefits in some 

cases, social programs typically do not cover these costs. This brief was prepared for 

EconoFact.org. 

• Differences in Rent Growth by Income Between 1985 and 2019 and Implications for 

Inflation 

By Daryl Larsen and Raven Molloy 

Calculating rent growth for households in each quintile of the income distribution 

reveals little difference across groups. Combining these estimates with group-

https://www.minneapolisfed.org/events/2022/spring-2022-institute-research-conference
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/events/2022/spring-2022-institute-research-conference
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/brainard20220405a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/brainard20220405a.htm
https://econofact.org/how-do-low-income-families-spend-their-money
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/~/media/assets/events/2022/spring-2022-institute-research-conference/molloy_presentation_brief.pdf?la=en
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/~/media/assets/events/2022/spring-2022-institute-research-conference/molloy_presentation_brief.pdf?la=en
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specific housing expenditure shares also finds little difference across groups in 

general inflation. 

• Cost of Living Inequality beyond the Great Recession 

By David Argente and Munseob Lee 

Analyzing what people buy, where they buy it, and the price they pay for it shows 

that inflation for the lowest-income households is higher than inflation for the 

highest-income households. This pattern occurs because high-income households 

can respond to bad times by changing their shopping behavior more than low-

income households. 

• Price Volatility Faced by Black and White Households 

By Munseob Lee, Claudia Macaluso, and Felipe Schwartzman 

Black households are more exposed to inflation fluctuations than White households 

are. Price volatility makes it difficult for households to evaluate how much their 

income will be worth, so price volatility is an important element for understanding 

inflation and its disparate impact across households. 

__________ 

 

The New $10 Bill ion COVID-19 Deal Leaves 
Uninsured People at Risk - TIME 

__________ 

https://www.minneapolisfed.org/~/media/assets/events/2022/spring-2022-institute-research-conference/cost-of-living-inequality-beyond-the-great-recession.pdf?la=en
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/~/media/assets/events/2022/spring-2022-institute-research-conference/price-volatility-faced-by-black-and-white-households.pdf?la=en
https://time.com/6164491/covid-19-funding-deal-uninsured/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++20220406+++body&et_rid=207563810&lctg=207563810
https://time.com/6164491/covid-19-funding-deal-uninsured/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++20220406+++body&et_rid=207563810&lctg=207563810
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COVID-19 deaths 5x as  high in poor counties  as  wealthier  
ones during some phases,  study shows -  Poor People's  

Campaign 

"Government fai led poor ,  low -wealth people with COVID -19 
death rates higher ,  many unnecessary in  their  

communit ies .  Vaccinat ion rates  don’t  explain  dispari t ies"  

__________ 

The economic case for federal investment in 
COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics remains 

strong - Brookings/USC 

__________ 

Opinion:  The lessons in the Applebee’s email  -  WaPost  

Maybe the main lesson is  that someone got  f i red for  
expressing standard economic analysis  tha t  a  6th grader 
can understand.   By the way:  

_____ 

Mr. Jefferson would be ashamed of UVA’s woke campus 
journal ists  -  AEI  

 __________ 

CEO pay approaches record amid workforce 
shortages - Becker's Hospital Review 

"Annual  compensat ion for  CEOs in  the U.S .  is  heading for  a  
record amid worker  shortages and inflation,  The Wall  
Street  Journal  reported Apri l  3 . . .Half  the companies also  
reported that pay for  their  median worker  cl imbed by as  
much as  3 .1  percent  last  year ,  and one -third  of  companies  

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/covid-19-has-been-pandemic-of-poor-people-with-deaths-5x-as-high-in-poor-counties-as-wealthier-ones-during-some-phases-study-shows/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/covid-19-has-been-pandemic-of-poor-people-with-deaths-5x-as-high-in-poor-counties-as-wealthier-ones-during-some-phases-study-shows/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/covid-19-has-been-pandemic-of-poor-people-with-deaths-5x-as-high-in-poor-counties-as-wealthier-ones-during-some-phases-study-shows/
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/the-economic-case-for-federal-investment-in-covid-19-vaccines-and-therapeutics-remains-strong/
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/the-economic-case-for-federal-investment-in-covid-19-vaccines-and-therapeutics-remains-strong/
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/the-economic-case-for-federal-investment-in-covid-19-vaccines-and-therapeutics-remains-strong/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/04/brian-broome-applebees-email/
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/mr-jefferson-would-be-ashamed-of-uvas-woke-campus-journalists/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGDmDrtEGJnW9XFSHZD7lHzxC7dip1biHRmBR4e0ijTBdW3OW1oPIPK4z_lMN5PuOjEdxKFDoqKndXC45NyeEZkpLYD-hGZZs_N17TpzpoW99Ud
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/mr-jefferson-would-be-ashamed-of-uvas-woke-campus-journalists/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGDmDrtEGJnW9XFSHZD7lHzxC7dip1biHRmBR4e0ijTBdW3OW1oPIPK4z_lMN5PuOjEdxKFDoqKndXC45NyeEZkpLYD-hGZZs_N17TpzpoW99Ud
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/compensation-issues/ceo-pay-approaches-record-amid-workforce-shortages.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/compensation-issues/ceo-pay-approaches-record-amid-workforce-shortages.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ceo-pay-heads-for-record-as-pandemic-recedes-11649008102
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ceo-pay-heads-for-record-as-pandemic-recedes-11649008102
https://www.wsj.com/articles/median-pay-shows-how-companies-diverged-in-their-covid-19-response-11625909401?mod=article_inline
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reported that their  median employee pay decl ined 
between 2020 and 2021,  the newspaper's  analysis  showed.  

"The analysis  comes as workers  across var ious  
industr ies  leave their  jobs as  part  o f  the "Great 
Resignation."  In  February ,  4 .4  mi l l ion Americans left  their  
jobs,  The Washington Post  reported March 29."  

__________ 

 

The Many Ways To Tax The Rich - Tax Policy 
Center 

__________ 

 

Images of dead civil ians in Ukraine shake the 
world - CNN 

Lots genocide to  go around:  

‘ Just  Pay Attent ion to What  Our Own Government Is  
Doing in Yemen’  -  FAIR 

" . . .while acknowledgement of off ic ial  double standards  
and hypocrisy  is  welcome, the point  is  lost  i f  you come 
away seeing Yemen as  a rhetor ical  device ,  rather  than a 
country  of  30 mil l ion people endur ing a protracted 
cataclysm— in  which this  country,  the United States,  is  
playing a central  role."  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/03/29/job-quits-february-openings-jolts/
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/many-ways-tax-rich
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/many-ways-tax-rich
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/images-of-dead-civilians-in-ukraine-shake-the-world/ar-AAVPjwj?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=8069bdc3c05e47d0b1a66ec05aeefc82
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/images-of-dead-civilians-in-ukraine-shake-the-world/ar-AAVPjwj?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=8069bdc3c05e47d0b1a66ec05aeefc82
https://fair.org/home/just-pay-attention-to-what-our-own-government-is-doing-in-yemen/
https://fair.org/home/just-pay-attention-to-what-our-own-government-is-doing-in-yemen/
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_____ 

US Charitable Donations Are Funding Displacement of 
Palestinians -  t ruthout  

__________ 

Many Americans face big tax bi l ls  on 2021 unemployment 
benefits  -  CNBC 

_____ 

Tax Season:  What To Know I f  You Get Social  Security or  
Supplemental  Security  Income -  US SSA 

__________ 

Social  Security to  Offer Self -Attestation of Sex Marker in  
Social  Security Number Records -  SSA 

Dear  Joe,  Kamala ,  Ki lolo  and Darlynda:   Can't  wait  for  fal l  
to  come and make us al l  feel  more comfortable with 
ourselves .   BTW, i f  someone has genitals  of  more than one 
sex or  attests  to  a  plural  gender ,  can (appropriate 
pronoun)  get  multiple checks?    Marry oneself  and get  50% 
more?   Wil l  enter ing "all  conceivable"  as a  gender  marker  
ensure  payments are  as large as  possible?   What  about  a 
contest?   Annuitants  with the most imaginative  markers  
move to  the front  of  the l ine  once  SSA off ices  f inally  open 
again. . .Maybe you're misreading American culture.   Hint:  
help people solve real  problems no matter  what  can 
be  found between their  legs.   Cut the checks --  and cut 
the pol it ics .  

__________ 

 

https://truthout.org/articles/us-charitable-donations-are-funding-displacement-of-palestinians/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c3bee233-6e63-4a9f-ae4c-6557f350d698
https://truthout.org/articles/us-charitable-donations-are-funding-displacement-of-palestinians/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c3bee233-6e63-4a9f-ae4c-6557f350d698
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/04/many-americans-face-big-tax-bills-on-2021-unemployment-benefits.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/04/many-americans-face-big-tax-bills-on-2021-unemployment-benefits.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://blog.ssa.gov/tax-season-what-to-know-if-you-get-social-security-or-supplemental-security-income/
https://blog.ssa.gov/tax-season-what-to-know-if-you-get-social-security-or-supplemental-security-income/
https://blog.ssa.gov/social-security-to-offer-self-attestation-of-sex-marker-in-social-security-number-records/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://blog.ssa.gov/social-security-to-offer-self-attestation-of-sex-marker-in-social-security-number-records/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ssa.gov/agency/emergency/
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W h y  H a v e  F e m a l e  A n i m a l s  E v o l v e d  S u c h  W i l d  G e n i t a l s ?  -  S m i t h s o n i a n  

M a g a z i n e  

__________ 

Is the New Stagflation Policy-Proof? - Project 
Syndicate 

"Like  the COVID -19 pandemic,  Russia's  war in Ukraine has  
contr ibuted to the stagflat ionary  pressures in  the United 
States and other  advanced economies .  While f iscal  and 
monetary  authori t ies currently  have the s i tuation under  
control ,  they are l ikely  to  run up against the l imits  of  their  
pol icy  options  as  condit io ns  change."  

__________ 

How Did Amazon Workers Win So Big? And just  how does 
Corporate America plan to take back power? -  Robert  

Reich/LAP 

__________ 

 

M e e t  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  M a i d  W h o  B e c a m e  a  C h e s s  S t a r  -  W S J  

__________ 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-have-female-animals-evolved-such-wild-genitals-180979813/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily-grid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220331-daily-grid&spMailingID=46628911&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2220004960&spReportId=MjIyMDAwNDk2MAS2
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-have-female-animals-evolved-such-wild-genitals-180979813/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily-grid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220331-daily-grid&spMailingID=46628911&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2220004960&spReportId=MjIyMDAwNDk2MAS2
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/stagflationary-environment-putins-war-no-optimal-policy-response-by-nouriel-roubini-and-brunello-rosa-2022-03?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=01b9aced13-sunday_newsletter_04_03_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-01b9aced13-105791845&mc_cid=01b9aced13&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/stagflationary-environment-putins-war-no-optimal-policy-response-by-nouriel-roubini-and-brunello-rosa-2022-03?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=01b9aced13-sunday_newsletter_04_03_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-01b9aced13-105791845&mc_cid=01b9aced13&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.laprogressive.com/labor-social-justice/amazon-workers-win?utm_source=LA+Progressive+NEW&utm_campaign=30e5c1ace9-LAP+News+-+20+April+17+PC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61288e16ef-30e5c1ace9-287075676&mc_cid=30e5c1ace9&mc_eid=1bfc5f859b
https://www.laprogressive.com/labor-social-justice/amazon-workers-win?utm_source=LA+Progressive+NEW&utm_campaign=30e5c1ace9-LAP+News+-+20+April+17+PC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61288e16ef-30e5c1ace9-287075676&mc_cid=30e5c1ace9&mc_eid=1bfc5f859b
https://www.laprogressive.com/labor-social-justice/amazon-workers-win?utm_source=LA+Progressive+NEW&utm_campaign=30e5c1ace9-LAP+News+-+20+April+17+PC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61288e16ef-30e5c1ace9-287075676&mc_cid=30e5c1ace9&mc_eid=1bfc5f859b
https://www.wsj.com/story/meet-the-brazilian-maid-who-became-a-chess-star-39681642?mod=e2fb&fbclid=IwAR0MNIc80EqevISFvIxcZ415G3nhjfyRMUxJWyGHUPl-W0CfbR7h2XUOW2g_aem_AWqHZUDgwcqiuV3ivs7SiUAa7NaJWZI8M227dQVrzbxQvFoRNh4yq7XVlz0BaY1wuWqsM7ibAW3O2gNbVezXRk9Bwb6VrlowFbW82FYzQ7XLRWVnbdveP5F-JkMQlLnq95M


9 
 

Sunday,  Apri l  3 ,  2022  

_____ 

 

Ramadan of the poor people - Azim Azimzade (1938) 

Ramadan -  Wikipedia  

"Ramadan is  a  t ime of  spir i tual  reflection,  self -
improvement,  and heightened devotion and worship . . .  
Musl ims bel ieve that  Ramadan teaches them to practice  
self-discipl ine,  self -control ,  sacr if ice,  and empathy for  
those who are less  fortunate ,  thus encourag ing actions  of  
generosi ty  and compulsory  chari ty  ( zakat ) .  Musl ims also 
bel ieve fasting helps insti l l  compassion for  the food -
insecure poor . "  

__________ 

Amazon Union Demands Union Reps in 
Discipline –  Want Bargaining to Begin in May 
–  Strike Threat on the Table - Payday Report 

__________ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azim_Azimzade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zakat
https://paydayreport.com/amazon-union-demands-union-reps-in-discipline-bargaining-to-begin-in-may-strike-threat-on-the-table/
https://paydayreport.com/amazon-union-demands-union-reps-in-discipline-bargaining-to-begin-in-may-strike-threat-on-the-table/
https://paydayreport.com/amazon-union-demands-union-reps-in-discipline-bargaining-to-begin-in-may-strike-threat-on-the-table/
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APRIL FOOLS! (The joke’s on us . )  -  Economic Policy 
Inst itute  

"Three charts  that  should be Apri l  Fools ’  jokes —but 
unfortunately are al l  too real . "  

 

https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=ec2361f981a14ee1d45cccaa9&id=115808a82c&e=5cea06732e
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=ec2361f981a14ee1d45cccaa9&id=115808a82c&e=5cea06732e
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Independent Amazon Union Expanding 
Nationwide - Payday Report 

"Many organizers  thought  i t  was  impossible to  organize  in  
Staten Island,  part icularly after  last  year ’s  2 -to-1 union 
dr ive defeat in Bessemer ,  Alabama.     

"Amazon Labor Union was a small  independent  union 
formed by rank and f i le  workers  who crowdfunded the ir  
organiz ing budget  during the pandemic .   

" In the past,  much larger  unions with  larger  budgets  have 
fai led to organize at  Amazon,  leading many labor leaders  
to  stumble in f iguring out  what  happened. . .  

"So why did the union at  Amazon in  Staten Island succe ed 
when others  didn’t?   

"Unions  are often seen as big  bureaucracies ,  leading some 
workers to  d istrust them.  Many unions have pre -set  
programs and organiz ing approaches that leave workers 
feel ing as  though the organiz ing program is  being imposed 
on them ins tead of  developing it  themselves."  

__________ 

Joseph Stiglitz warned of wealth gap in 2012 
—  and it’s gotten worse - Harvard Gazette 

https://paydayreport.com/independent-amazon-union-expanding-nationwide-pa-afl-cio-prez-accused-of-sexual-misconduct-miami-herald-staff-strikes/
https://paydayreport.com/independent-amazon-union-expanding-nationwide-pa-afl-cio-prez-accused-of-sexual-misconduct-miami-herald-staff-strikes/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/03/nobel-winning-economist-says-inequality-breeds-discontent/?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Gazette%2020220401%20(1)
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/03/nobel-winning-economist-says-inequality-breeds-discontent/?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Gazette%2020220401%20(1)
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"Nobel-winning economist  says  main problem is  that  
money talks ,  gets to  make all  rules"  

"Asked why Democrats lost  favor  with blue -collar  voters  
despite the party’s  long history  promoting pro -labor  and 
wage-growth pol ic ies ,  St igl i tz said both part ies have 
fai led,  start ing with the Cl inton administration,  to  
effectively address  the economic effects of  
deindustr ial izat ion.  The Republican party  has  embraced 
anti- intel lectual ism and stoked distrust  in science,  which 
attracts  those who feel  disrespected by el i tes ;  and 
Democrats have pr ior i t ized certain  pol ic ies that  have 
l imited appeal ."  

Stigl itz  is  r ight that both part ies have fai led the bottom 
50%.   But his  harping about  "populism" evidences the 
intel lectual  left 's  el i t ism. A  populist  is  "a  person,  
especially a  pol i t ic ian,  who str ives to  appeal  to  ordinary  
people who feel  that their  concerns  are disregarded by 
establ ished el ite  groups."   

Joe,  i f  you don't  l ike Trumpism, just  say i t .   Don't  blame 
ordinary people trying to be heard.  

__________ 

 

Labor groups close in on Amazon in 2 t ight union 
elections -  NPR/AP 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=populist
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/01/1090178347/amazon-staff-reject-union-in-alabama-yet-lean-toward-it-in-nyc
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/01/1090178347/amazon-staff-reject-union-in-alabama-yet-lean-toward-it-in-nyc
https://twitter.com/wrkclasshistory/status/1509193743458615300
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Amazon hired an influential  Democratic  pollster  to  f ight 
Staten Island union dr ive -  CNBC  

__________ 

 

Americans Added $4.2 Trill ion in Pandemic 
Savings Skewed to Rich - Bloomberg 

"The windfall  is  pi l ing up at  the top of  the income 
distr ibution.  About  two -thirds  of  the excess  savings  were 
accumulated by the highest  20% of  earners,  with  $1.2  
tr i l l ion of  i t  held by the top 1%.  The bottom 20% now have 
less  money available  as cash or  in checking accounts than 
they did  at  the end of  2019. . . "  

More evidence that Congress  should better  target  
st imulus $$$.   Sending cash to people who don't  need i t  
spurs  inf lation as  they can bid up pr ices of  i tems they 
want .   In  contrast ,  providing people with  low -income and 
l i t tle  or  no savings  with  enough to bu y what they routinely 
need has  l i t tle  impact  on inflat ion.   

_____ 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/31/amazon-hired-pro-democrat-consultant-to-fight-staten-island-union-vote.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/31/amazon-hired-pro-democrat-consultant-to-fight-staten-island-union-vote.html
https://www.bloombergquint.com/onweb/americans-added-4-2-trillion-in-pandemic-savings-skewed-to-rich
https://www.bloombergquint.com/onweb/americans-added-4-2-trillion-in-pandemic-savings-skewed-to-rich
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Why Is  U.S .  Inflat ion Higher than in  Other Countries? -  SF 
Fed 

"The United States is  experiencing higher  rates of  inflation 
than other  advanced economies .  In  this  Economic Letter  we 
argue that ,  among other  reasons explored by the 
l i terature,  the s izable  f i scal  support  measures aimed at  
counteract ing the economic collapse due to the COVID -19 
pandemic could explain  about  3  percentage points  of  the 
recent r ise in inflation.  However ,  without  these spending 
measures ,  the economy might have t ipped into  outr ight 
deflation and slower economic growth,  the  consequences 
of  which would have been harder  to  manage."  

__________ 

As f ield  off ices reopen,  President  Biden needs to  
priori t ize Social  Security -  Nancy Altman/Hil l  

"After  two long years ,  Social  Securi ty  off ices are  
scheduled to reopen in ear ly Apri l .   I t  was  wrong to keep 
them closed (to  al l  but those deemed to be in  dire  need)  
for  so  long.  Post  off ices  never  closed.  L ike them, Social  
Secur ity’s  f ield off ices provide essent ial  serv ices.  Those 
two years  of  closed off ices  weren’t  just  an inconvenience;  
the long closure infl icted real  harm."  

https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/publications/economic-letter/2022/march/why-is-us-inflation-higher-than-in-other-countries/
https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/publications/economic-letter/2022/march/why-is-us-inflation-higher-than-in-other-countries/
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/600104-as-field-offices-reopen-president-biden-needs-to-prioritize/?rl=1
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/600104-as-field-offices-reopen-president-biden-needs-to-prioritize/?rl=1
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__________ 

House of  Representatives to  vote on bi l l  to  improve 
ret irement system. What  to  know -  CNBC 

"The second Secure Act  has  a number of  provis ions that  
would benefit  retirement savers  and employers .  

"One would require  employers to  automatically enroll  
el igible  workers  in  401(k)  plans  at  a  rate  of  3% of  salary,  
which would increase annually  unti l  the employee is  
contr ibuting 10% of  their  pay.  Employees could opt out or  
select a  different  contr ibution amount .  Businesses  with 10 
or  fewer  employees or  are less  than 3  years  old would be 
excluded from the mandate . . .  

" I t  would also increase the start ing age for  required 
minimum distr ibutions to 73  in 2022,  74 in 2029 and 75 by 
2032,  up from the current 72 ."  

Comment:  Better  than the status  quo,  but st i l l  doesn't  do 
enough to include low -wage workers .   The bi l l  should 
provide tax subsidies to  low -wage workers  comparable  to  
the tax exclus ions  higher -wage workers  get .  

Some of  our  work on these issues:  

-  Including all  workers in  our  ret i rement savings system 
requires two things:  a  universal  tax credit  and a secure 
place to invest  i t .  Congress should be working on both.  

-  Cal l  to  Action:  Leadership Needed To Create a Universal  
Retirement Savings System Complementing Social  Securi ty  

-  Op-ed:  Half  of  Americans have no ret i rement savings —  
here’s  how Congress can look out  for  them  

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/29/house-is-set-to-vote-on-a-new-retirement-bill-what-to-know.html?fbclid=IwAR3jWAMLvnTqUSbal6-aZS-0roedRA389A_dYCEMrDaLlnZwV5LrZ6-lBjI
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/29/house-is-set-to-vote-on-a-new-retirement-bill-what-to-know.html?fbclid=IwAR3jWAMLvnTqUSbal6-aZS-0roedRA389A_dYCEMrDaLlnZwV5LrZ6-lBjI
https://inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/Letter%20asking%20for%20help%20in%20creating%20universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%20updated%203-31-16.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/Letter%20asking%20for%20help%20in%20creating%20universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%20updated%203-31-16.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
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-  How the American Retirement Savings System Magnif ies 
Wealth Inequality  

-  Robin Hood Tax Reform:  How Modest  Changes in  Health,  
Reti rement Tax Breaks Could  Produce Major  Gains in  US 
Health Access,  F inancial  Security  –  at  Li tt le  or  No Added 
Government Cost  

__________ 

 

Vigilantes stalk Ukraine border as sex 
traffickers target fleeing women and children 

- Guardian 

__________ 

Three takes on the confl ict  in  Ukraine:  

How the West Enabled War in Ukraine -  Project 
Syndicate 

"The European Union's  fa i lure to  al ign i ts  legal ,  secur ity,  
and f inancial  pol icy  toward Ukraine from 2008 onward 
created a  context  in which war  became possible . . .  

"Europe’s  offer  to  Ukraine was legally  attractive,  mil i tar i ly  
ambivalent ,  and f inancially mean.  I t  was too expansive  for  
Russia to  be at  ease,  too weak on defense to provide 
effective  deterrence,  and too penny -pinching to keep 

https://inequalityink.org/resources/2016-diverse-risks-essay-polzer.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/2016-diverse-risks-essay-polzer.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/How%20Narrowing%20Health%20and%20Retirement%20Savings%20Tax%20Exclusions%20Could%20Produce%20Major%20Improvements%20(2).pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/How%20Narrowing%20Health%20and%20Retirement%20Savings%20Tax%20Exclusions%20Could%20Produce%20Major%20Improvements%20(2).pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/How%20Narrowing%20Health%20and%20Retirement%20Savings%20Tax%20Exclusions%20Could%20Produce%20Major%20Improvements%20(2).pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/How%20Narrowing%20Health%20and%20Retirement%20Savings%20Tax%20Exclusions%20Could%20Produce%20Major%20Improvements%20(2).pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/24/vigilantes-stalk-ukraine-border-as-sex-traffickers-target-fleeing-women-and-children?fbclid=IwAR345bgd2LvSEt-3gEGH49tgxByAfb-Vs7zFRPKA59Qw20qJk4Ewibg9i90
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/24/vigilantes-stalk-ukraine-border-as-sex-traffickers-target-fleeing-women-and-children?fbclid=IwAR345bgd2LvSEt-3gEGH49tgxByAfb-Vs7zFRPKA59Qw20qJk4Ewibg9i90
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/24/vigilantes-stalk-ukraine-border-as-sex-traffickers-target-fleeing-women-and-children?fbclid=IwAR345bgd2LvSEt-3gEGH49tgxByAfb-Vs7zFRPKA59Qw20qJk4Ewibg9i90
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/european-ambivalence-enabled-war-in-ukraine-by-max-krahe-2022-03?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=13dcf70922-covid_newsletter_03_30_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-13dcf70922-105791845&mc_cid=13dcf70922&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/european-ambivalence-enabled-war-in-ukraine-by-max-krahe-2022-03?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=13dcf70922-covid_newsletter_03_30_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-13dcf70922-105791845&mc_cid=13dcf70922&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
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f ickle Ukrainian el i tes on a  pro -EU course when i t  
mattered most .  Devoid of  an overall  strategy,  Europe’s  
approach was a recipe for  disaster ."  

Russia’s  War With Ukraine Unif ies Europe:  The confl ict  
posit ions Germany to be the mil itary and economic 

powerhouse of the EU.  -  WSJ 

"Mr.  Putin wanted a weaker  Europe,  increasingly  separated 
from the U.S .  I t  looks as  i f  he’s  going to get  exactly the 
opposite .  Mr .  Putin ’s  war ,  so far  at  least ,  looks  set to  
promote the emergence of  a  Europe that  is  mi l i tar i ly  
stronger and more deeply  engaged w ith the U.S .  than at  
any t ime since the end of  the Cold War ."  

 

US Imperial ism’s Proxy War with Russia in  Ukraine -  LA 
Progressive 

" I t ’s  about  restor ing US imperial  hegemony over  Europe,  
breaking Russia  as a  global  challenger to  the US,  and a  

dress  rehearsal  for  then going after  China ."  

Although the author  overs implif ies and sometimes 
exaggerates in descr ibing   U.S.  and Russian motive s and 
actions ,  there's  a  lot  of  truth in  h is  analys is  at  the  
strategic level .  

__________ 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/putins-war-unifies-europe-ukraine-russia-germany-european-union-eu-nato-military-spending-economy-11648497823
https://www.wsj.com/articles/putins-war-unifies-europe-ukraine-russia-germany-european-union-eu-nato-military-spending-economy-11648497823
https://www.wsj.com/articles/putins-war-unifies-europe-ukraine-russia-germany-european-union-eu-nato-military-spending-economy-11648497823
https://www.wsj.com/articles/putins-war-unifies-europe-ukraine-russia-germany-european-union-eu-nato-military-spending-economy-11648497823
https://www.laprogressive.com/foreign-policy/proxy-war-with-russia?utm_source=LA+Progressive+NEW&utm_campaign=88ad128b3e-LAP+News+-+20+April+17+PC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61288e16ef-88ad128b3e-287075676&mc_cid=88ad128b3e&mc_eid=1bfc5f859b
https://www.laprogressive.com/foreign-policy/proxy-war-with-russia?utm_source=LA+Progressive+NEW&utm_campaign=88ad128b3e-LAP+News+-+20+April+17+PC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61288e16ef-88ad128b3e-287075676&mc_cid=88ad128b3e&mc_eid=1bfc5f859b
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Young women are out-earning young men in 
several U.S. cities - Pew 

_____ 

HALF THE SKY? THE FEMALE LABOR INCOME SHARE IN A 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE -  WID  

__________ 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/03/28/young-women-are-out-earning-young-men-in-several-u-s-cities/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/03/28/young-women-are-out-earning-young-men-in-several-u-s-cities/
https://wid.world/news-article/half-the-sky-the-female-labor-income-share-in-a-global-perspective/?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=World_Inequality_Lab_Newsletter_-_March_2022&utm_medium=email
https://wid.world/news-article/half-the-sky-the-female-labor-income-share-in-a-global-perspective/?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=World_Inequality_Lab_Newsletter_-_March_2022&utm_medium=email
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EFFECTIVE SANCTIONS AGAINST OLIGARCHS AND THE 
ROLE OF A EUROPEAN ASSET REGISTRY -  WID.WORLD 

__________ 

War Is  Raging,  But Russia Is  St i l l  Paying Ukraine for  Gas 
Flows -  Bloomberg 

Sti l l  business partners . . .  

__________ 

Thomas Paine’s  1797 call  for  a  Basic Income:  a  New 
Paper Tells  the Full  Story -  resil ience 

"When a  few monopolize the land,  the normal  remedy is  
redistr ibution.  Writ ing in part  for  a  French audience that 
had just  experienced a bloody revolut ion,  a nd in  part  for  a  
Engl ish audience that  feared revolution,  Paine proposed a 

https://wid.world/news-article/effective-sanctions-against-oligarchs-and-the-role-of-a-european-asset-registry/?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=World_Inequality_Lab_Newsletter_-_March_2022&utm_medium=email
https://wid.world/news-article/effective-sanctions-against-oligarchs-and-the-role-of-a-european-asset-registry/?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=World_Inequality_Lab_Newsletter_-_March_2022&utm_medium=email
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-22/war-is-raging-but-russia-is-still-paying-ukraine-for-gas-flows
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-22/war-is-raging-but-russia-is-still-paying-ukraine-for-gas-flows
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2020-04-20/thomas-paines-1797-call-for-a-basic-income-a-new-paper-tells-the-full-story/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2020-04-20/thomas-paines-1797-call-for-a-basic-income-a-new-paper-tells-the-full-story/
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remedy that was much less  disruptive .  Let  the landowners  
keep their  land,  he said .  Let  them simply pay a  tax,  and let  
that money be used to compensate  the landless  and give 
them some f inancial  secur ity ."  

__________ 

Edward Johnson I I I ,  Fidelity CEO who revolut ionized 
investing,  d ies at  91  -  CNN 

"During his  t ime at  the helm of  Fidel i ty ,  Johnson helped 
revolutionize  the way Americans save and plan for  
retirement by making Wall  Street more accessible  to  al l  
investors .  

" In 1974,  he  broke the mold by sell ing mutual  funds 
directly  to  indiv idual  investors  instead of  through 
tradit ional  brokers .  After  the 401(k)  was created by 
Congress in 1978,  he introduced a retirement fund 
management system, which is  now a  foundational  element 
of  mil l ions  of  Americans'  retirement plans .  As  the stock 
market  began a susta ined period of  growth i n the 1980s ,  
F idel ity was the f i rst  companies to  supply discount 
brokerage services  to  individuals ."  

__________ 

As Congress debates COVID-19 funding, it ’s 
Virginia’s uninsured who are most at risk - 

Virginia Mercury 

"End of  reimbursement for  treating uninsured patients is  
the  most  immediate impact  of  the Congressional  impasse"  

__________ 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/24/investing/edward-ned-johnson-iii-fidelity-death/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/24/investing/edward-ned-johnson-iii-fidelity-death/index.html
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/03/28/as-congress-debates-covid-19-funding-its-virginias-uninsured-who-are-most-at-risk/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=15e85ddd-4d66-4030-a713-1bb01ca35915
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/03/28/as-congress-debates-covid-19-funding-its-virginias-uninsured-who-are-most-at-risk/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=15e85ddd-4d66-4030-a713-1bb01ca35915
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/03/28/as-congress-debates-covid-19-funding-its-virginias-uninsured-who-are-most-at-risk/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=15e85ddd-4d66-4030-a713-1bb01ca35915
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__________ 

A Veteran Putin Foe Sizes Up the Response to the War in  
Ukraine -  WSJ 

"Bi l l  Browder,  the  man behind the Ma gnitsky Act,  says  he’s  
surprised and del ighted with the strength  

of the West’s  sanctions. . . "  

_____ 

Bill  Browder:  The invasion of  Ukraine is  about Putin 
staying in  power -  MSN 

_____ 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-veteran-putin-foe-sizes-up-ukraine-bill-browder-seize-oligarchs-russia-banking-11648238559
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-veteran-putin-foe-sizes-up-ukraine-bill-browder-seize-oligarchs-russia-banking-11648238559
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/newslocalpolitics/bill-browder-says-invasion-of-ukraine-is-about-putin-staying-in-power/vi-AAUFMaL
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/newslocalpolitics/bill-browder-says-invasion-of-ukraine-is-about-putin-staying-in-power/vi-AAUFMaL
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/newslocalpolitics/bill-browder-says-invasion-of-ukraine-is-about-putin-staying-in-power/vi-AAUFMaL
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This haunting photo of Putin with his mother, Mariya Ivanovna, reveals the pain they 

both suffered living in war-torn Leningrad (today’s St. Petersburg). - NY Post 

Putin ’s  88 -year-old ex-teacher is  the one person who 
could end his  war -  NY Post  

 __________ 

President Biden to unveil new minimum tax on 
bill ionaires in budget - WaPost 

 

" . . .White  House attempt to target  bi l l ionaires with tax  plan 
comes amid potential  revival  of  talks with  Manchin"  

Is  the  White  House's  latest  plan to tax bi l l ionaires  
practicable?   Or  largely  a symbolic ,  overly  complex 
placeholder  to  keep the general  idea afloat?   

The IRS,  which now exercises technical  capabil i ty  to  check 
i f  mil l ions of  low -income people  claim too much in tax  
credits ,  surely could f ind a way to monitor  a  few hundred 
multi -bi l l ionaires .   Assigning an IRS reviewer  to  ensure  
each bi l l ionaire paid a  fai r  share  in  taxes would be   more 
cost  effective  than chasing down   poor people for  what 
usual ly amounts  to  nickels  and dimes.   

57% of  U.S .  households paid no federal  income tax last  year  
as Covid took a tol l ,  s tudy says  -  CNBC  

Most  who paid  no  federal  income tax fal l  into two groups:  
people with  low income and people with  extreme wealth .  

_____ 

Here's  a  way to tax the very  r ich:  

https://nypost.com/2022/03/25/russia-ukraine-war-could-stopped-by-one-person-putins-ex-teacher/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://nypost.com/2022/03/25/russia-ukraine-war-could-stopped-by-one-person-putins-ex-teacher/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2022/03/26/billionaire-tax-budget-biden/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2022/03/26/billionaire-tax-budget-biden/
https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2022/03/25/57percent-of-us-households-paid-no-federal-income-tax-in-2021-study.html
https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2022/03/25/57percent-of-us-households-paid-no-federal-income-tax-in-2021-study.html
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Getting Inflation Loss out of Capital Gains Taxation 
Is  Fair  -  and Might Help Reach a Deal on Dunning 

the Dead -  Karl Polzer/CCSE 

"A more practical  and equitable place to begin taxing 
capital  gains  based on real  accrued value might be during 

estate  settlements ."  

Note:  This  was wri tten at  the end of  an economic  era when 
inflation was histor ically  low --  i .e . ,  s ix  months  ago.  

__________ 

 

Well-Preserved,  9 ,000-Year-Old Shrine Discovered in  
Jordan Desert  -  Smithsonian 

__________ 

Sunday,  March 27,  2022  

_____ 

10 Verses about  Water  -  Sojourner  

“Like cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.” - Proverbs 

25:25 

__________ 

 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/capital%20gains%20and%20inflation%20-%20draft%209-19-2021%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/capital%20gains%20and%20inflation%20-%20draft%209-19-2021%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/capital%20gains%20and%20inflation%20-%20draft%209-19-2021%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/capital%20gains%20and%20inflation%20-%20draft%209-19-2021%20latest.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/9000-year-old-almost-intact-shrine-discovered-in-jordan-desert-180979635/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022-0325-daily-responsive&spMailingID=46600463&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2202854081&spReportId=MjIwMjg1NDA4MQS2
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/9000-year-old-almost-intact-shrine-discovered-in-jordan-desert-180979635/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022-0325-daily-responsive&spMailingID=46600463&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2202854081&spReportId=MjIwMjg1NDA4MQS2
https://sojo.net/magazine/november-2013/10-bible-verses-about-water
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A drowning world:  Kenya’s  quiet sl ide underwater  -  
Guardian 

__________ 

The deceptively s imple plan to  replenish Cali fornia ’s  
groundwater -  NatGeo 

__________ 

 

__________ 

Taliban U -turn over  Afghan girls ’  educat ion reveals  deep 
leadership divis ions -  Guardian 

 

__________ 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/17/kenya-quiet-slide-underwater-great-rift-valley-lakes-east-africa-flooding?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/17/kenya-quiet-slide-underwater-great-rift-valley-lakes-east-africa-flooding?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/the-deceptively-simple-plan-to-replenish-californias-groundwater?rid=$%7bProfile.CustomerKey%7d&cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Travel_20220325
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/the-deceptively-simple-plan-to-replenish-californias-groundwater?rid=$%7bProfile.CustomerKey%7d&cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Travel_20220325
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/25/taliban-u-turn-over-afghan-girls-education-reveals-deep-leadership-divisions-afghanistan
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/25/taliban-u-turn-over-afghan-girls-education-reveals-deep-leadership-divisions-afghanistan
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Amazon Union Efforts: What to Expect From 
Votes This Month - c/net 

Sea change?  

 

__________ 

Federal  court  orders 3 restaurants ,  owners to  pay $1 .45M 
in  back wages,  damages to  116 workers denied overtime 

wages 

'US Department of  Labor f inds employers paid  workers 
‘off-the-books’  in  Pennsylvania ,  West Virginia ."  

_____ 

Hundreds of  Jewel -Osco workers  st i l l  wait ing on raises  
negotiated in December contract -  Chicago Tr ibune  

_________ 

 

https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/amazon-union-efforts-what-to-expect-from-votes-this-month/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/amazon-union-efforts-what-to-expect-from-votes-this-month/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20220323
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20220323
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20220323
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-jewel-osco-workers-pay-raises-20220324-rhncva2kwngefhgem5p3pai5ha-story.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Working%20Lunch&utm_content=871648223298&smtrctid=49754760#nws=true
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-jewel-osco-workers-pay-raises-20220324-rhncva2kwngefhgem5p3pai5ha-story.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Working%20Lunch&utm_content=871648223298&smtrctid=49754760#nws=true
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Two years  later ,  restaurant w orkers reflect  on how the 
pandemic has impacted jobs and forged community -  

Pi ttsburgh Publ icSource  

__________ 

 

"The New Economic Containment - Foreign 
Affairs" 

"The l i tany of  increasingly potent economic instruments of  
coercion comes amid an emerging consensus that  
sanctions rarely  induce behavioral  change and often are 
counterproduct ive . . .  

"Yet   even i f  sanctions are  unl ikely to  deter  authori tar ian 
leaders  on a  warpath,  the  r ight  implementation can 
complicate those leaders’  future course of  action.  Russia’s  
invasion of  Ukraine may not  have been deterred by 
sanctions,  but  the costs  constrain Russian behavior .  
Indeed,  in other  cases,  these costs  have induced 
behavioral  change over  t ime."  

_____ 

Impact of Economic sanctions on  
poverty and economic growth -  K4D 

"Findings  include:  

https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-restaurant-workers-reflect-on-pandemic-mutual-aid/?mc_cid=21ea01d2e8&mc_eid=efd0a288e6
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-restaurant-workers-reflect-on-pandemic-mutual-aid/?mc_cid=21ea01d2e8&mc_eid=efd0a288e6
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-restaurant-workers-reflect-on-pandemic-mutual-aid/?mc_cid=21ea01d2e8&mc_eid=efd0a288e6
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2022-03-18/new-economic-containment?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=What%20If%20Russia%20Makes%20a%20Deal?&utm_content=20220325&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2022-03-18/new-economic-containment?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=What%20If%20Russia%20Makes%20a%20Deal?&utm_content=20220325&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://gsdrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/136-Impact-of-economic-sanctions-on-poverty-and-economic-growth.pdf
https://gsdrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/136-Impact-of-economic-sanctions-on-poverty-and-economic-growth.pdf
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•   Economic sanct ions  lead to an increase in the 
poverty gap an d deprived sect ions  of  the population 
feel  the most impact .  

•  For the most part  sanctions  fai l  to  achieve their  a ims 
and el i tes  manage to negotiate the adverse effects to  
a  far  greater  level  than poorer c it izens .  

•  Sanctions  have a damaging effect on income 
inequal i ty and impact  ordinary  people more than the 
sanctioned country’s  leaders ."  

__________ 

Rich countries  gett ing new Novavax COVID -19 vaccine 
before poorer ones -  LA Times 

_____ 

COVAX: A broken promise to the world - 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 

__________ 

W.V. Gov. Jim Justice signs law barring 
abortion because of disability - AP 

"Justice  posted about his  s ignature of  the 'Unborn Child 
with  a Disabil i ty  Protect ion and Education Act '  on Twitter  

on Monday.  He made the announcement about  the new law 
in a  tweet to  celebrate World Down Syndrome D ay."  

_____ 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2022-03-24/rich-countries-getting-new-novavax-covid-vaccine-before-poorer-ones
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2022-03-24/rich-countries-getting-new-novavax-covid-vaccine-before-poorer-ones
https://msfaccess.org/covax-broken-promise-world
https://msfaccess.org/covax-broken-promise-world
https://www.courthousenews.com/west-virginia-gov-jim-justice-signs-law-barring-abortion-because-of-disability/
https://www.courthousenews.com/west-virginia-gov-jim-justice-signs-law-barring-abortion-because-of-disability/
https://twitter.com/WVGovernor/status/1505977554515210241/photo/4
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Children of a Lesser God? 

THE LAST CHILDREN OF DOWN SYNDROME -  Atlantic  

"Prenatal  testing is  changing who gets  born and who 
doesn’t .  This  is  just  the beginning."  

_____ 

The United States Ki l ls  67% of  Babies With Down 
Syndrome in Abortion -  Li fe  News 

_____ 

Euthanasia  and newborn infants  -  Government of  the 
Netherlands  

_____ 

The Murder of People with Disabilities - 
Holocaust Encyclopedia 

The Spartans Childhood -  HistoryWiz  

Judaism and abort ion -  Wiki  

__________ 

R u s s i a  t h r e a t e n s  r u p t u r e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  t i e s  w i t h  U S  a m i d s t  g r o w i n g  

f r i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  o l i g a r c h y  -  W S W S  

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/12/the-last-children-of-down-syndrome/616928/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/07/09/the-united-states-kills-67-of-babies-with-down-syndrome-in-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/07/09/the-united-states-kills-67-of-babies-with-down-syndrome-in-abortion/
https://www.government.nl/topics/euthanasia/euthanasia-and-newborn-infants
https://www.government.nl/topics/euthanasia/euthanasia-and-newborn-infants
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-murder-of-people-with-disabilities
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-murder-of-people-with-disabilities
http://www.historywiz.com/didyouknow/spartanfamily.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism_and_abortion
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/03/22/russ-m22.html
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/03/22/russ-m22.html
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The art icles  above and below offer  much more detai l  
about  what may be happening inside Russ ia than what 
we've read recently in the U.S.  mainstream press .   As  with 
the NYT,  WSJ,  WaPost ,  Fox ,  NPR and the l ike,  when reading 
WSWS stor ies ,  i t 's  best to  hold one's  nose and ferret  out  
propaganda,  cultural  assumptions ,  and iss ue framing while 
piecing together  an estimation of  the  state  of  nature by 
comparing reports  from sources with di fferent  points  of  
v iew.  

R u s s i a  s t e p s  u p  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n  a s  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  i n t e n s i f i e s  -  W S W S  

"The backdrop to  the deepening pol it ical  cr is is  in  Russia is  
growing s igns  that  sanctions  and the mass  exodus of  
foreign corporations  from the Russian market  are  taking a 
massive toll . . .  

"Russia  is  one of  the most unequal  societies in  the world .  
As  of  2020 ,  the  country ’s  (top)  10 percent owned 87 
percent of  the country ’s  entire wealth;  a  f igure that  has no 
doubt increased during the pandemic ."  

As elsewhere,  Russian people with the least income and 
savings  tend to suffer  the most  in t imes during t imes of  
national  cr is is  and economic deprivation.  

__________ 

 

https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/03/24/ruec-m24.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
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Russian riot police detain an anti-corruption demonstrator in central Moscow in 

2017. Photo: Maxim Shipenkov/EPA 

The Rise of Income Inequal ity in  Russia -  Borgen Project  

__________ 

As allies meet, splits emerge in NATO about 
how to deter Russia - WaPost 

"Some NATO pol icymakers in  Europe worry  that  there has 
been too much public  messaging about  what the all iance 
won’t  do —  send its  troops into Ukraine ,  nor ,  for  the 
moment,  send f ighter  jets  for  which Kyiv  has  been 
campaigning.  With the threat of  Russ ian nu clear  and 
chemical  weapons looming over  the battlef ields  of  
Ukraine,  a  better  approach,  they say,  would be not  to  rule 
out  anything publicly ."  

See our letter to the Washington Post .  

 __________ 

 

Largest  Human Family Tree Identi f ies  Nearly 27 Mil l ion 
Ancestors  -  Smithsonian 

The apples st i l l  don' t  fal l  far  from the tree.  

__________ 

https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/apr/25/unequal-russia-is-anger-stirring-in-the-global-capital-of-inequality
https://borgenproject.org/income-inequality-in-russia/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/03/23/nato-us-biden-split-russia-ukraine-deterrence/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/03/23/nato-us-biden-split-russia-ukraine-deterrence/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Reality%20check%20on%20Ukraine%20-%20letter%20to%20Washington%20Post%202-24-2022.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/largest-human-genomic-family-tree-identifies-nealy-27-million-ancestors-180979657/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022-0322-daily-responsive&spMailingID=46582693&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2202507026&spReportId=MjIwMjUwNzAyNgS2
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/largest-human-genomic-family-tree-identifies-nealy-27-million-ancestors-180979657/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022-0322-daily-responsive&spMailingID=46582693&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2202507026&spReportId=MjIwMjUwNzAyNgS2
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Mike Peters cartoon 

Pol it ics  as  usual . . .As noted before,  the Ukraine invasion 
could be a wake up moment for  American l ibertar ian 
capital ists  to  re -e valuate the r isks to  their  property and 
l ives in a  world where a  dictator  capital ist  running another  
nation has the abil i ty  to  destroy a large part  of  their  
country  in  a  matter  of  hours .   Al l  national  brands of  
capital ism,  social ism, and blends share a  s im ilar  task:  
shaping how wealth and power  are distr ibuted from the 
top to  the bottom of  society.  

__________ 
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Source:  American Promise  

Congress Can Lower Drug Costs by Allowing 
Medicare To Negotiate Prices - CAP 

Dear  members of  Congress:  You can probably  extract  more 
campaign $$$ from Big Pharma by methodically lowering 
drug costs  than by s i tt ing on your  thumbs.   (The drugsters 
would st i l l  make a  ki l l ing .)  

LBJ might chide lawmakers  to  think about  whose peckers  
are  in  whose pockets these days. . .What  a country!  

__________ 

U.S.  Conference of Mayors urges Congressional  leaders 
to make sure people have enough to eat  

BTW, note the mayors'  last  legislative suggestion:  

"6 .  The ASSET Act (H.R .3822/S.  1809)  would help low -
income households with modest savings  continue to 
receive  assistance by el iminating asset l imits  in  SNAP,  
TANF,  and the Low Income Home Energy Assistance  

https://email.americanpromise.net/t/t-0B7E9E4E6E0633832540EF23F30FEDED
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/congress-can-act-now-to-lower-drug-costs-by-allowing-medicare-to-negotiate-prices/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/congress-can-act-now-to-lower-drug-costs-by-allowing-medicare-to-negotiate-prices/
https://www.usmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/USCM-Hunger-Cliff-Signon-Letter-March-17-2022.pdf
https://www.usmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/USCM-Hunger-Cliff-Signon-Letter-March-17-2022.pdf
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Program (LIHEAP) and rais ing asset  l imits  in the SSI  
program."  

Another  dr iver  of  economic inequal i ty :  While often 
requir ing low-income people to  impoverish themselves  to 
access  emergency assistance,  Congress  has  enacted 
numerous tax breaks  and benefi ts  fo r  the wealthy and 
middle-income without  l imit ing the capital  they may 
accumulate .   

_____ 

Higher food prices around the country are pushing more 
Americans to food banks -  WaPost  

" Inflation is  the new challenge,  said  Thomas Mantz ,  chief  
executive  of  Feeding Tampa Bay,  one of  a  n etwork of  200 
food banks nationwide.  

" 'There’s  been some mild  recovery and that  is  good,  but 
another  concern brewing is  that inflation is  dr iving pr ices 
up in  three key areas, '  Mantz said .  'For  many Americans ,  30 
to  40 percent  of  their  budget is  rent,  food  and gas.  But for  
the famil ies we serve,  i t ’s  more l ike 60 percent ,  so  you 
have famil ies  for  whom instabil i ty  is  revis it ing them 
signif icantly now.'"  

" . . .A  truckload of  canned tuna cost $46,000 in  February  
2020 and is  now $57,000,  a  truckload of  peanut  but ter  was 
about  $34,000 and is  now $40,000,  and a  truckload of  
diced tomatoes was $15,000 and is  now $23,000.  

"Most  food banks  say food purchase costs  are up,  and 
they’re also paying more for  transportation and 
distr ibution,  while report ing labor shortages."  

__________ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/03/21/food-bank-need-surges-with-inflation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/03/21/food-bank-need-surges-with-inflation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/03/21/food-bank-need-surges-with-inflation/
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‘They own the long clock’  —  How the Russian mil itary is  
start ing to adapt in Ukraine -  Task & Purpose 

"The one-sided culling of Russian armored columns that characterized the opening 

days of the war, and kept YouTube subscribers around the world happy, are a thing 

of the past. The Russians now lead their formations with electronic attack, drones, 

lasers and good-old-fashioned reconnaissance by fire. They are using cruise missiles 

and saboteur teams to target logistics routes, manufacturing plants, and training 

bases in western Ukraine. Realizing that the Ukrainians lack thermal sights for their 

stinger missile launchers, the Russians have switched all air operations to after 

dark." 

__________ 

We say we love kids and famil ies.  Our pol icies 
prove the opposite . -  E .J .  Dionne Jr ./ WaPost  

Good discuss ion of  the value to society  of  parenting vs .  
paid  work.   But,  as  with  many wri t ings  from the left ,  the 
needs of  famil ies with "modest"  incomes surface in  the 
middle of  the art icle and "essential"  ( low -wage)  workers  
only at  the end -  most  vulnerable to an editor 's  kni fe .   

_____ 

Where do rich countries stand on childcare? - 
UNICEF  

"Most  r ich countr ies heavi ly subsidize  childcare for  
disadvantaged groups.  In 19 r ich countr ies ,  a  s ingle 

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/russian-military-tactics-ukraine/?utm_source=Task+%26+Purpose+Today&utm_campaign=062809a489-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67edd998fe-062809a489-76835699
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/russian-military-tactics-ukraine/?utm_source=Task+%26+Purpose+Today&utm_campaign=062809a489-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67edd998fe-062809a489-76835699
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/russia-ukraine-armor-combat-bmp-t-72-btr-4/
https://taskandpurpose.com/mandatory-fun/worst-military-graphic-electronic-warfare/
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/how-big-is-the-russian-air-force/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/20/policies-on-families-working-parents-dont-match-rhetoric/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/20/policies-on-families-working-parents-dont-match-rhetoric/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/where-do-rich-countries-stand-on-childcare.pdf
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/where-do-rich-countries-stand-on-childcare.pdf
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parent  of  low earnings  would pay less  than 5  per  cent of  
their  wage on childcare for  two children full  t ime.  Sti l l ,  in  

the United States ,  Cyprus  and S lovakia ,  such a  parent 
would need to spend between a third and a  half  of  their  

salary ."  

_________ 

Kentucky Famil ies  Stand to Lose From Proposals  to  Cut  
Taxes and Publ ic  Benefit  Programs -  CBPP 

"Kentucky lawmakers  looking to bolster  qual i ty  of  l i fe ,  
advance racial  and economic equity ,  and put the state on 
a  f i rmer  path to prosperity —  in  rural  and urban 
communit ies al ike  —  should reject  these measures ,  and 
instead adopt  an approach that centers  the needs of  that  
state’s  famil ies and communit ies ."  

__________ 

 

In  memoriam: Anne Beaumanoir  

__________ 

Ancient  Mud Reveals an Explanation for Sudden Collapse 
of the Mayan Empire -  Inverse 

https://www.cbpp.org/blog/kentucky-families-stand-to-lose-from-proposals-to-cut-taxes-and-public-benefit-programs
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/kentucky-families-stand-to-lose-from-proposals-to-cut-taxes-and-public-benefit-programs
https://www.epi.ch/en/in-memoriam-anne-beaumanoir/
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/ancient-mud-reveals-an-explanation-for-sudden-collapse-of-the-mayan-empire
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/ancient-mud-reveals-an-explanation-for-sudden-collapse-of-the-mayan-empire
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The Biggest Ancient  City You've  Probably  Never  Heard of  
Is  in  I l l inois  -  Popular  Science  

__________ 

Sunday,  March 20,  2022  

_____ 

 

THE EIGHT BASIC VISIONS  
IN THE  BOOK OF REVELATION  -  

KENNETH STRAND  

__________ 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-biggest-ancient-city-youve-probably-never-heard-of-is-in-illinois?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-biggest-ancient-city-youve-probably-never-heard-of-is-in-illinois?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/Periodicals/AUSS/1987-1/1987-1-12.pdf
https://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/Periodicals/AUSS/1987-1/1987-1-12.pdf
https://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/Periodicals/AUSS/1987-1/1987-1-12.pdf


39 
 

 

From War of Choice to War of Perseverance - 
Richard Haas/Project Syndicate 

__________ 

Thomas Schell ing's "Arms and Influence" -  
summary/wiki  

__________ 

Back Channel Negotiations and Dangerous 
Waiting - Harvard Negotiation Journal  

"Dangerous Wait ing is  a  f i rst  cousin  of  the children’s  game 
sometimes called 'Uncle . '  In  that  game,  two individuals  

lock into painful  combat ,  which may last  for  several  
minutes,  each suffer ing unt i l  one f inally  cr ies  'Uncle'  and 

loses the game."  

A similar  model  can be appl ied to peace negotiat ions and 
work  stoppages. . . I  bel ieve Prof .  Schel l ing said  in  lecture 
( fal l  1988)  that most of  the casualt ies  in  the Korean War 
occurred during  two years  of  peace negotiations .   He may 
have mentioned this  in  one of  his  books on strategy,  
confl ict ,  and cooperation.  

_____ 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/war-of-perseverence-in-ukraine-by-richard-haass-2022-03?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=3777643288-sunday_newsletter_03_20_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-3777643288-105791845&mc_cid=3777643288&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/war-of-perseverence-in-ukraine-by-richard-haass-2022-03?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=3777643288-sunday_newsletter_03_20_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-3777643288-105791845&mc_cid=3777643288&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://saass.fandom.com/wiki/Thomas_Schelling,_Arms_and_Influence
https://saass.fandom.com/wiki/Thomas_Schelling,_Arms_and_Influence
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/rzeckhauser/files/back_channel_negotiations.pdf
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/rzeckhauser/files/back_channel_negotiations.pdf
https://www.sparknotes.com/history/american/koreanwar/section9/
https://www.unc.mil/History/1951-1953-Armistice-Negotiations/
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K o r e a n  W a r  -  H i s t o r y  

"The Korean War  was relatively short  but  exceptionally  
bloody.  Nearly  5  mil l ion people died.  More than half  of  
these–about 10 percent  of  Korea’s  prewar population –
were civi l ians .  (This  rate of  c iv i l i an casualt ies  was higher  
than World War  I I ’s  and the  Vietnam War’s . )  Almost 40,000 
Americans  died in  act ion in Korea,  and more than 100,000 
were wounded."  

__________ 

Biden warns Xi of 'consequences' if China 
supports Russia, White House says - Fox 

"China said ,  'The Ukraine cr is is  is  something we don't  want 
to  see. ' "  

__________ 

Pittsburgh Congressional  Candidate Steve Irwin Led Law 
Firm’s  “Union Avoidance”  Divis ion -  Payday Repo rt  

" . . . I rwin’s  background as a  partner  at  the law f irm that  
worked against unions  and advocacy against  paid  s ick  

leave could make i t  more challenging for  him to win the 
local  AFL-CIO’s  endorsement ."  

https://www.history.com/topics/korea/korean-war
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-xi-video-call-russia-war-in-ukraine
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-xi-video-call-russia-war-in-ukraine
https://paydayreport.com/pgh-congressional-candidate-steve-irwin-led-law-firms-union-avoidance-division/
https://paydayreport.com/pgh-congressional-candidate-steve-irwin-led-law-firms-union-avoidance-division/
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__________ 

Avalanche of  uncertainty drives markets to breaking 
point  -  Axios  

"For  decades following the fall  of  communism, the global  
economy was organized around the idea that f inancial  
markets  were rel iable  and accurate mechanisms for  
measur ing and managing the universe of  r isks  facing 
companies ,  investors and the world .  

•  These ideas  were rooted,  in  part ,  in  the so -called 
eff ic ient market  hypothesis ,  the quasi -mystical  —  but 
incredibly  inf luential  —  idea that  market pr ices fully  
and correctly reflect 'al l  known information. '  

•  Many people then made the leap that  the market in  
some sense always identi f ies pr ices that are 'correct . '  

"Others  however ,  argued that markets can't  incorporate  all  
known information —  because sometimes people with  
good info can' t  part ic ipate .  This  idea is  known as  ' l imits  to  
arbitrage. '  

•  The f inancial  world is  now confronting some ser ious 
l imits  to  arbitrage."  

Market modelers ,  bean counters ,  and forecasters often 
forget  that they work in the f ield  of  pol i t ical  economics .  

__________ 

The stock market  l iked the Fed’s plan to raise interest  
rates .  I t ’s  wrong.  -  Larry Summers/WaPost  

"A look at  the Fed’s  forecast  revis ions s ince December 
reveals  i ts  confused thinking.  The central  pr inciple of  
anti - inflationary  monetary  pol icy is  that to  reduce 

https://www.axios.com/avalanche-of-uncertainty-drives-markets-to-breaking-point-07597225-e638-41fb-9992-2391cf45cdaa.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosmarkets&stream=business
https://www.axios.com/avalanche-of-uncertainty-drives-markets-to-breaking-point-07597225-e638-41fb-9992-2391cf45cdaa.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosmarkets&stream=business
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/17/larry-summers-fed-interest-rates-inflation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/17/larry-summers-fed-interest-rates-inflation/
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inf lation,  i t  is  necessary  to  raise real  rates .  Equivalently ,  i t  
is  necessary to  raise interest  rates by more than the 
inflation being counteracted and above a  neutral  level  
that neither  speeds nor  slows growth.  I  had thought  this  
was universally accepted fol lowing the work of  former  
George W. Bush administration off ic ial  John Taylor  and 
former  Obama administration Council  of  Economic 
Advisers chair  Christ ina Romer  and her  husband,  David  
Romer .  

"Yet  because of  upward revis ions  in  the inflat ion forecast ,  
the  Fed’s  predicted real  rates have actually decl ined in 
recent months .  In other  words,  the  FOMC’s  plans do not  
even call  for  keeping up with the r is ing inflationary gap.  
(emphasis  added)  I t  is  hard to see how interest rates  that 
even three years  from now wil l  b e about  2  percentage 
points  less than current  rates  of  inflation can reasonably  
be regarded as providing suff ic ient  restraint ."  

_____ 

Now Putin  Is  Claiming Russian Inflation Will  Be Transitory  
-  WSJ  

A pissing match between the White  House and Kremlin 
over  whether U.S .  or  Russ ian inflation is  "more transi tory"  
is  preferable to broadening the war .   A  nuclear  exchange 
would l ikely  push inflation to the back burner .  

__________ 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/now-putin-is-claiming-russian-inflation-will-be-transitory-11647550671
https://www.wsj.com/articles/now-putin-is-claiming-russian-inflation-will-be-transitory-11647550671
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Prices just keep r ising. It 's t ime to revive the 
enhanced child tax credit -  Elaine Maag/CNN 

__________ 

The Parent Trap:  The Economic Insecurity  of Famil ies  
with Young Children -  Demos 

"This  report  looks  more closely at  the economic condit ions  
facing parents  of  young children. . .We consider  the 
especially di ff icult  c i rcumstances facing s ingle 
parents . . .And we  investigate how pol ic ies  in  the workplace 
and the larger  economy — including unstable work 
schedules,  a  lack of  paid  leave,  low pay,  employment 
discr imination,  and a  severe shortage of  high -qual i ty ,  
affordable  childcare —exacerbate the pressures that  leave 
parents  trapped."  

__________ 

Now Let’s Do the American Oligarchs - N.H. 
Gazette 

Need $$$ for  diapers?  

__________ 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/11/perspectives/enhanced-child-tax-credit-inflation/index.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/11/perspectives/enhanced-child-tax-credit-inflation/index.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.demos.org/research/parent-trap-economic-insecurity-families-young-children
https://www.demos.org/research/parent-trap-economic-insecurity-families-young-children
https://www.nhgazette.com/2022/03/11/now-lets-do-the-american-oligarchs/
https://www.nhgazette.com/2022/03/11/now-lets-do-the-american-oligarchs/
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Florida to eliminate tax on diapers in July -  
Local10 News 

A progressive pol icy  from Flor ida?   Most people  who load 
their  diapers have household incomes in the bottom 

50%.   (Think very  young and very  old .)  

 

__________ 

https://www.local10.com/news/florida/2022/03/16/florida-to-eliminate-tax-on-diapers-in-july/?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.local10.com/news/florida/2022/03/16/florida-to-eliminate-tax-on-diapers-in-july/?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
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Ukraine war: Could Russia use tactical 
nuclear weapons? - BBC 

Question:  what % of  the Russian people know that  their  
leader's  act ions  have increased their  r isk of  nuclear  
annihi lat ion?  

__________ 

 

The Horrific Medieval Slave Trade Had 
Gigantic (and Global) Proportions - History of 

Yesterday 

"The blonde children and women from Finland were the 
most sought -after  slaves ."  

Etymology: slave (n.) - late 13c., "person who is the chattel or property of another," 

from Old French esclave (13c.), from Medieval Latin Sclavus "slave" (source also of 

Italian schiavo, French esclave, Spanish esclavo), originally "Slav" (see Slav); so used 

in this secondary sense because of the many Slavs sold into slavery by conquering 

peoples. 

__________ 

Henry Louis  Gates Jr .  on Capital ism -  Future of 
Capital ism 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-60664169
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-60664169
https://historyofyesterday.com/medieval-slave-trade-410725bf9ffe
https://historyofyesterday.com/medieval-slave-trade-410725bf9ffe
https://historyofyesterday.com/medieval-slave-trade-410725bf9ffe
https://www.etymonline.com/word/slave
https://www.etymonline.com/word/slave
https://www.etymonline.com/word/slave
https://www.etymonline.com/word/slave
https://www.etymonline.com/word/slave
https://www.futureofcapitalism.com/2022/03/henry-louis-gates-jr-on-capitalism
https://www.futureofcapitalism.com/2022/03/henry-louis-gates-jr-on-capitalism
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" I  mean that  I 'm not a  Marxist ,  not a  social ist .  I  think that  a  
humane form of  capital ism is  one of  the best systems of  
advancement and real ization of  innate  potent ial  in  the 
economic l i fe  of  an average person ever  practiced in  the 
history of  the world .  Th at's  what  I  meant .  Entrepreneurship 
is  part  of  my DNA,  and over  al l  the Afr ican American 
people were overwhelmingly pro -capital ist  and 
entrepreneurial .  Look at  the oldest insti tut ion in the 
history of  Afro -America,  the church,  which was the 
bir thplace of  B lack capital ism.  Without  Black capital ism, 
there wouldn't  be a  church.  They weren't  gett ing money 
from r ich white people — i t  was collected from the 
members .  They were insti tutions created by Black people 
and funded by Black people communally . . . .  I  can' t  thi nk of  
a  society  where racism has  disappeared because of  
social ism."  

_____ 

Arlan Hamilton Went From Homel ess  to  Running $20 
Mil l ion in VC Funds.  Here's  How She Did I t  -  T IME  

__________ 

 

A story about some words I can’t say  -  
OltNews 

" . . . I  assumed the white boys  there would be sweet .  And i t ’s  
not l ike I  was tough.  But  I  was  hood .  And I  thought that  
meant  I  was  inherently tougher than anyone not f rom a  
place l ike where I  came from.  Especially white suburban 
Cathol ic  boys .  But my new classmates  and teammates  
were the sons  of  plumbers and del i  owners ,  school  nurses ,  
and construction workers .  They r ipped and roasted and 

https://time.com/6155039/arlan-hamilton-crowdfunded-vc-firm/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++20220313+++body&et_rid=175478846&lctg=175478846
https://time.com/6155039/arlan-hamilton-crowdfunded-vc-firm/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++20220313+++body&et_rid=175478846&lctg=175478846
https://oltnews.com/a-story-about-some-words-i-cant-say
https://oltnews.com/a-story-about-some-words-i-cant-say
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fought as  fast  –  and as  well  –  as  anyone in  my 
neighborhood."  

-- previously published in the Washington Post. 

__________ 

Online Dating Is Changing the Nature of Society -  
MIT Technology Review 

"Dating websites have changed the way couples  meet .  
Research indicates that  this  change is  influencing levels  
of  interracial  marr iage and even the st abil i ty  of  marr iage 

i tself . "  

__________ 

 

China mounts  all -out effort  to  stop the spread of 
Omicron BA.2 subvariant -  WSWS 

Some interesting reporting for  those who can read around 
the Trotskyist  propaganda.  

"The aggressive pursuit of Zero-COVID on mainland China is influenced by the 

disastrous response of the local government in Hong Kong, a city and special 

administrative region of China, which has refused to implement lockdowns since 

BA.2 caused a major surge of infections and hospitalizations in mid-February. Daily 

death rates have skyrocketed and currently stand at a world record 37.68 per 

million people, in large part due to low vaccination rates among the elderly. While 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/magazine/2022/03/07/damon-young-story-about-some-words-i-cant-say/
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/first-evidence-that-online-dating-is-changing-the-nature-of-society?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/first-evidence-that-online-dating-is-changing-the-nature-of-society?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/03/16/pers-m16.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/03/16/pers-m16.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
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China’s elderly population is slightly more vaccinated, roughly half of those above 80 

years old are unvaccinated." 

__________ 

Chinese ambassador to U.S.:  Where we stand 
on Ukraine - Qin Gang/WaPost 

Xi  spokesman:   We:  1)  didn' t  know in  advance,  2)  are 
champions of  justice and peace,  3)  bel ieve sovereignty  of  
al l  countr ies ,  including Ukraine,  "must  be taken ser iously" ,  
4)  think  same pr inciple supports  China assimi lat ion of  
Taiwan.  

"There were more than 6 ,000 Chinese ci t izens  in  Ukraine.  
China is  the  biggest trading partner  of  both Russia  and 
Ukraine,  and the largest  importer  of  crude oi l  and natural  
gas in  the world .  Confl ict  between Russia  and Ukraine 
does no good fo r  China .  Had China known about  the 
imminent  cr is is ,  we would have tr ied our  best to  prevent 
i t ."  

__________ 

 

Why Millions on Medicaid Are at Risk of 
Losing Coverage in the Months Ahead - KHN 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-ukraine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-ukraine/
https://khn.org/news/article/why-millions-on-medicaid-are-at-risk-of-losing-coverage-in-the-months-ahead/
https://khn.org/news/article/why-millions-on-medicaid-are-at-risk-of-losing-coverage-in-the-months-ahead/
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Mill ions of  vulnerable Americans l ikely  to  fal l  off  Medicaid  
once the federal  publ ic  health emergency ends -  WaPost  

_____ 

The Inequity of  the Medicaid Coverage Gap and Why It  Is  
Hard to  Fix I t  -  Larry Levitt/JAMA  

__________ 

 

U.S.  raises  concerns about  China al igning with  Russia  at  
meeting it  calls  ' intense'  -  Reuters  

Ukraine cris is :  US warns China against  helping Russia -  
BBC  

U.S.  warns  China not  to  assist  Russia -  WaPost  

One reason China ben efi ts  from Ukraine de -escalation:  X i  
& Co.  might  real ize   Chinese mil i tary and other  assets  
could be ancil lary  targets  in  a  Russia -U.S .  nuclear  war .  
Reduced to  ruins,  even in  a  l imited exchange,  strategic 
planners  in  both know they might be at  China's  merc y.  
(What about  North Korea?) . . .  

Wonder  what l i fe  is  l ike these days for  coders working on 
nuclear  contingency algori thms.  Hope compensation 
packages attract competent workers . . .  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2022/03/14/medicaid-loss-of-coverage/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2022/03/14/medicaid-loss-of-coverage/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2785323
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2785323
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-warn-china-perils-aiding-russia-rome-meet-2022-03-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-warn-china-perils-aiding-russia-rome-meet-2022-03-14/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-60732486
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-60732486
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/14/us-china-ukraine/
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I t 's  a  beautiful  spr ing day in Washington,  D .C.   Good day to 
walk  a  dog elsewh ere .  

__________ 

Inside Putin ’s  c ircle —  the real  Russian el ite  -  Financial  
Times 

"As the west focuses  on ol igarchs ,  a  far  smaller  group has 
i ts  gr ip on true power in  Moscow. Who are the s i lovik i  —  

and what  motivates them?. . . "  

"By way of  i l lustrating the depth of  the Russian 
catastrophe of  the 1990s and identifying with al l  those 
who suffered from it ,  Putin  has said that  at  one stage he 
was reduced —  while  st i l l  a  serving l ieutenant  colonel  of  
the  KGB —  to  moonlighting as  a  freelance taxi  dr iver  in  
order  to  supplement his  income. . . .  

" ' I  think one reason they steal  on such a  scale is  tha t  they 
see themselves as representatives of  the state and they 
feel  that to  be any poorer  than a  bunch of  businessmen 
would be a humil iat ion,  even a  sort  of  insult  to  the state .  I t  
used to be that off ic ial  rank gave you top status .  Now you 
have to have hug e amounts of  money too .  That is  what  the 
1990s did  to Russian society . ' "  

__________ 

 

100 women have now grad uated US Army Ranger School 
-  Task & Purpose 

https://www.ft.com/content/503fb110-f91e-4bed-b6dc-0d09582dd007?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.ft.com/content/503fb110-f91e-4bed-b6dc-0d09582dd007?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/100-women-army-ranger-school/?utm_source=Task+%26+Purpose+Today&utm_campaign=7a4f8ab60b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67edd998fe-7a4f8ab60b-76835699
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/100-women-army-ranger-school/?utm_source=Task+%26+Purpose+Today&utm_campaign=7a4f8ab60b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67edd998fe-7a4f8ab60b-76835699
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__________ 

Why Some Say Putin Is  Happy His  Oligarchs Are Getting 
Sanctioned -  Forbes 

"The Russian president ,  who many bel ieve is  the  r ichest  
person on the planet ,  doesn’t  care about  money,  (says one 

expert) .  His  only  interest is  power ."  

What are the odds that a  dictator  at  any part icular  t ime 
acts rationally  in the interests  of  those he/she 
rules?   Acts  i rrational ly?   Self-destructively?   Acts 
rational ly ,  but miscalculates regarding the consequences?  

_____ 

Putin ’s  Endgame Is  Not a Mystery.  I t ’s  Regime Survival .  -  
Intercept  

__________ 

After four decades and $200 bill ion, the US 
missile defense system is no match for a 

Russian nuclear attack - Boston Globe 

P h y s i c i s t s  A r g u e  U . S .  I C B M  D e f e n s e s  a r e  U n r e l i a b l e  -  A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  

P h y s i c s  

"A new study  sponsored by the American Physical  Society  
concludes that U.S.  systems for  intercepting 

intercontinental  ball ist ic  missi les  cannot be rel ied on to 
counter  even a  l imited nuclear  str ike and are  unl ikely to  

achieve rel iabil i ty  within the next  15 years ."  

Dear  Lloyds of  London,  casino odds makers,  and strategic 
defense planners:  What  are the odds of  a  U.S . -Russia  
nuclear  exchange over  the next  10 years?  20 years?  30 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jemimamcevoy/2022/03/11/why-some-say-putin-is-happy-his-oligarchs-are-getting-sanctioned/?sh=7eae925647e1&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dailydozen&utm_content=uaddsubscribe&cdlcid=5d2f3035953109375effc67f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jemimamcevoy/2022/03/11/why-some-say-putin-is-happy-his-oligarchs-are-getting-sanctioned/?sh=7eae925647e1&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dailydozen&utm_content=uaddsubscribe&cdlcid=5d2f3035953109375effc67f
https://theintercept.com/2022/03/12/putin-ukraine-endgame-regime-survival/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20Intercept%20Newsletter
https://theintercept.com/2022/03/12/putin-ukraine-endgame-regime-survival/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20Intercept%20Newsletter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/03/12/nation/after-four-decades-200-billion-us-missile-defense-system-is-no-match-russian-nuclear-attack/?p1=StaffPage
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/03/12/nation/after-four-decades-200-billion-us-missile-defense-system-is-no-match-russian-nuclear-attack/?p1=StaffPage
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/03/12/nation/after-four-decades-200-billion-us-missile-defense-system-is-no-match-russian-nuclear-attack/?p1=StaffPage
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2022/physicists-argue-us-icbm-defenses-are-unreliable
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2022/physicists-argue-us-icbm-defenses-are-unreliable
https://www.aps.org/policy/reports/popa-reports/missile-defense.cfm
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years?. . .  The odds nuclear  weapons wil l  be  used 
somewhere in  the world?   Pol icy  implications?  

__________ 

Warning to the Rich  

"5  Come now, you r ich,  weep and howl  for  the miser ies  
that are coming upon you.  2  Your r iches have rotted and 
your  garments are  moth -eaten.  3  Your gold and s i lver  have 
corroded,  and their  corrosion wil l  be evidence against you 
and wil l  eat your  f lesh l ike  f i re .  You have laid  up treasure 
in the last  days.  4  Behold,  the wages of  the laborers who 
mowed your f ields ,  which you kept back by fraud,  are  
cry ing out against  you,  and the cr ies of  the harvesters  
have reached the ears of  the  Lord of  hosts .  5  You have 
l ived on the earth in  luxury and in  self - indulgence.  You 
have fattened your  hearts  in  a  day of  slaughter .  6  You 
have condemned and murdered the r ighteous person.  He 
does not  resist  you."  

-  James 5  

There's  not much new under  the sun. . .  except  possibly  that 
wealthy people controll ing powerful  nations  now have the 
abil i ty  to  destroy all  human l i fe  on Earth.  

__________ 

Sunday,  March 13 ,  2022  

___________ 

THE STATE OF LABOR MARKET COMPETITION - 
U.S. Treasury 

"The report  detai ls  the  range of  practices  that f i rms use to 
restrain  competi t ion for  workers ,  most clearly to  
lower wages and benefi ts ,  but  also potential ly  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=ESV
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/State-of-Labor-Market-Competition-2022.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/State-of-Labor-Market-Competition-2022.pdf
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to  negatively impact job character ist ics  beyond just  
compensation.  F irms  can engage in taci t  collusion by 
sharing wage information for  dif ferent  occupations ,  
conspir ing to f ix  wages,  adopting  no -poach agreements  
where f i rms agree not  to  hire  other  f i rms’  workers ,  or  
forcing workers  to  s ign non -compete  agreements  that 
l imit  their  abil i ty  to  switch jobs .  Non -disclosure 
agreements  can be so broad as  to  effectively operate  as  
non-compete agreements .  Mandatory  arbitrat ion 
agreements  prevent  workers from legal  recourse to 
rectify  violations of  labor laws,  ant itrust  laws,  or  
employment terms.  Lack of  pay transparency,  from f irms’  
use of  salary  history,  pay secrecy,  and punit ive  pract ices 
against  workers  sharing pay information,  also restrains 
competi t ion. . .  

"As this  report  h ighl ights ,  a  careful  review of  credible  
academic studies places the decrease in wages at  roughly  

20 percent relat ive  to  the level  in  a  fully  competit ive 
market ."  

Comment:  Note that  20% in lost  wages is  a  tenuous 
estimate .  Monopoly  rents ar e  much higher  in  some 
industr ies than others .   Also,  a  compar ison with a "fully 
competi t ive market"  is  unreasonable .   Few industr ies  are 
fully competi t ive .   The level  of  monopoly power in a  
part icular  industry  f luctuates  and fal ls  along a 
continuum.  Some monopolies are natural  (much of  
infrastructure)  or  determined by government pol ic ies (e .g . ,  
patents or  large scale -purchases) .  

Dominant players  in  many industr ies  have the power to 
unilaterally  move or  set both pr ices they charge 
consumers  and wages they p ay employees .   Monopsony 
can be common in labor markets when a  s ingle  employer 
has an advantage ov er  the workforce .   

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/monopsony.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/monopsony.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/monopsony.asp
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Monopolies Take a Fifth of Your Wages -  BIG 

"According to a government report  released today,  
monopolies cost workers  between 15 -25% of  their  wages .  

Get ready for  action by ant itrust enforcers ."  

__________ 

The Untamed Rise Of Hospital Monopolies - 
NPR 

"Hospitals  are  a  really  important  part  of  the  American 
economy.  Not  just  in terms of  health and well -being,  but in 
terms of  dollars  and cents .  The largest  chunk of  America's  
healthcare spending goes to hospitals .  And the hospital  
sector  is  one of  the large st sectors in the overall  American 
economy,  accounting for  about  6  percent  of  America's  
GDP.  Hospi tals  do a  lot  of  good things .  They save l ives.  
They create good jobs .  But because of  growing 
monopolization of  them, Zack Cooper,  an economist  at  
Yale School  of  Publ ic  Health,  worr ies that  they're  
becoming l ike  a  'Dracula'  that ' sucks some of  the v ibrancy 
out  of  a  lot  of  towns across the country. ' "  

How are hospital  monopoly rents  ( i .e . ,  h igher  than normal  
prof i ts)  being spl i t  between management and labor?  

__________ 

https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/monopolies-take-a-fifth-of-your-wages?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NDk5MDE4OTYsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0NzE3NDMyNywiZXhwIjoxNjQ3MTc3OTI3LCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMTE1MjQiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.R2aFclXcwDsjH09CEtwsNf9qNkIkw4Ow7Gao-XedDhM&s=r
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2021/07/20/1017631111/the-untamed-rise-of-hospital-monopolies
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2021/07/20/1017631111/the-untamed-rise-of-hospital-monopolies
https://click.nl.npr.org/?qs=aac6a52802998e4c990362d9064534376d0f112a51a4355aea1dbc927a0880a203f31eeaadb8c2ac20c7d67fb5099d6554b04aac49559f24
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Nonprofit  Hospital CEO Compensation: How Much 
Is Enough? - Health Affairs  

Average CEO pay by hospital  type -  Becker 's  Hospital  
Review  

__________ 

 

Russia’s economic prospects: the short-run - 
Global Inequality 

Russia's  long -term economic prospects -  Branko Milanovic  

__________ 

NATO Needs More Guns and Less Butter  -  WSJ 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20220208.925255
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20220208.925255
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/compensation-issues/average-ceo-pay-by-hospital-type.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/compensation-issues/average-ceo-pay-by-hospital-type.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/russias-economic-prospects-the-short?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTAxODYyODIsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0NzA5OTUyMiwiZXhwIjoxNjQ3MTAzMTIyLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMzcxMzA5Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.poFhyzR2MhiCPvSypazkxSDnuevJ0G0z1JI3PPDy6i0&s=r
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/russias-economic-prospects-the-short?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTAxODYyODIsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0NzA5OTUyMiwiZXhwIjoxNjQ3MTAzMTIyLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMzcxMzA5Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.poFhyzR2MhiCPvSypazkxSDnuevJ0G0z1JI3PPDy6i0&s=r
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/russias-long-term-prospects?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTAxODY2MzYsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0NzEwMDA5MCwiZXhwIjoxNjQ3MTAzNjkwLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMzcxMzA5Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.l85duePFSY92PdwfPC1sa5A_aqr1j4AGYhy9VUKLn3U&s=r
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nato-needs-more-guns-and-less-butter-russia-ukriane-defense-spending-security-investments-11646688247?st=dyk7s0pnskc16sn&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink&mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGDHPmTyqXdIsOrRhzrSeIfE-_b-EC9Q-YvMsKfYAyvmRn3nQSQXtn9FvB1tFmgVJMmjm8dVuD3BIw-KVVKl-bmMGikMUyMEz9wzBVKTT_6MxWJ
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"Russia ’s  invasion of  Ukraine wil l  require a  jol t ing shif t  in  
the West ’s  spending pr ior it ies ."  

__________ 

 

Putin the Gambler: Why the Kremlin Rolled 
the Dice on Ukraine - Foreign Affairs  

Comment:  I t 's  increasingly clear  that the #1 U.S .  long -term 
foreign pol icy goal  should be reducing Russ ia's  abil i ty  to  
infl ict  catastrophic   damage and back u p threats with 
nuclear  weapons --  by whatever  means 
possible .   Unfortunately  for  the Ukrainian people,  a  
prolonged invasion that saps Russian conventional  forces 
al igns with the medium -term goal  of  retrenching and 
strengthening the West's  defenses in Easte rn Europe.  

_____ 

Biden Is  Fai l ing the S anctions Test  -  WSJ 

" In late  February  Mr .  Biden grandly  announced sanctions  
targeting Russian banks .  Yet  on Fr iday,  Treasury quietly  
clar i f ied that  the sanctions won’t  apply  to  the banks ’  
energy transact ions  unti l  June 24 —meaning Wall  Street 
can continue to trade in  Russian oi l  and gas.  'The energy 
sector  of  the Russian Federation economy itself  is  not  
subject  to  comprehensive  sanctions , '  expla ined Treasury ’s  
website,  a  scandalous caveat the media  largely ignored."  

Hurry up and wait?  

__________ 

$4 gas is here. It ’s worth it .  -  Heather 
Long/WaPost 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2022-03-10/putin-gambler?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=How%20the%20War%20in%20Ukraine%20Could%20Get%20Much%20Worse&utm_content=20220311&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2022-03-10/putin-gambler?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=How%20the%20War%20in%20Ukraine%20Could%20Get%20Much%20Worse&utm_content=20220311&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.wsj.com/articles/biden-failing-sanctions-test-oil-gas-energy-banking-treasury-ukraine-putin-russia-oligarchs-multilateral-lend-lease-war-invasion-atrocity-war-crime-11646952980
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/08/4-gallon-gas-sanctions-putin/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/08/4-gallon-gas-sanctions-putin/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/08/4-gallon-gas-sanctions-putin/
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"What lessons can we learn from 2008,  when gas pr ices 
were last  this  high? Three things stand out .  F irst ,  that 
episode helped usher  in  the nat ion’s  shale gas  boom  as 
domestic  producers  revved up in response to high pr ices.  
Today,  the number of  o i l  r igs  is  r is ing again ,  albeit  s lowly .  
Second,  high gas  pr ices caused Americans to  buy smaller  
cars .  This  t ime around,  expect a switch to hybrid  and 
electr ic  vehicles .  Third ,  Congress  wil l  l ikely need to pass 
aid  to  help  lower - income famil ies  manage these costs ,  
much as  Congress  did with extra funding to help pay 
energy bi l ls  in 2 008 and 2009."  

__________ 

 

Source: EPI data 

D e a r  m e m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s :  N o t e  t h e  m o d e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  

l i v i n g  b e t w e e n  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  o n e  a n d  t w o  p a r e n t s  ( a b o v e ) .   H o w  d o  l o w -

w a g e  s i n g l e  p a r e n t s  a f f o r d  c h i l d c a r e  s o  t h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e  y o u  a n d  o t h e r  

w e l l - p a i d  p e o p l e  w i t h  a m e n i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  n u r s i n g  c a r e  c a r e ,  r e s t a u r a n t  

m e a l s ,  c a b  r i d e s ,  a n d  g r o c e r i e s  i n  t h e  D . C .  m e t r o  a r e a ?  I m a g i n e  y o u r s e l v e s  

https://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-2/pdf/the-effects-of-shale-gas-production-on-natural-gas-prices.pdf
https://rigcount.bakerhughes.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-oil-gas-rig-count-holds-steady-this-week-baker-hughes-2022-03-04/
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2009a_bpea_hamilton-1.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2009a_bpea_hamilton-1.pdf
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i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  b e  c r e a t i v e .  . . .  C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  s o m e  l o w - w a g e  j o b  

o p e n i n g s .  

Some of  our  work on these issues:  

"Congress’  fai lure to re -up the expanded child  tax credit  
echoes longtime bias against  low -income 
famil ies"  https://www.inequal i ty ink .org/resources/child
%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20.pdf  
 
"Call  for  work requirements  reveals  bias  against  low -
income famil ies ,  could hurt  many needing help the most"  
-  https://www.inequal ityink.org/resources/work%20requi
rements%20letter%20 -%20WaPost%20-
%20Oct%2019%202021%20web.pdf  
 
"White House’s  promised childcare subsidies face a host  
of  ‘devils  in  the detai ls ’ "  
-  https://www.inequal ityink.org/resources/childcare%20
subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20 -
%20Nov%204%202021 .pdf  

_____ 

Calculate the basic cost  of  l iv ing where you l ive for a 
family l ike yours -  EPI  

EPI's  Family  Budget  Calculator  measures the income a  
family  needs in order  to  attain a modest yet  adequate 
standard of  l iv ing .  The budgets  estimate community -
specif ic  costs  for  10 family types (one or  two adults  with  
zero to four  chi ldren)  in  al l  counties  and metro areas  in 
the United States .  

__________ 

https://www.simplyhired.com/search?q=minimum+wage&l=washington%2C+dc&job=W3qGkLbUNmXjWm35ZBkXPyhn0JmfVyR-LB2SeQQxrh9nurUZuXBTtg
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/child%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/child%20tax%20credit%20fairness%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/work%20requirements%20letter%20-%20WaPost%20-%20Oct%2019%202021%20web.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/work%20requirements%20letter%20-%20WaPost%20-%20Oct%2019%202021%20web.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/work%20requirements%20letter%20-%20WaPost%20-%20Oct%2019%202021%20web.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=db90c321cb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_2_16_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-db90c321cb-58566973&mc_cid=db90c321cb&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=db90c321cb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_2_16_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-db90c321cb-58566973&mc_cid=db90c321cb&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/


59 
 

 

IRS Audits  Poorest  Famil ies at  F ive Times t he Rate for  
Everyone Else -  TRACIRS 

 

__________ 

Study:  Historical  Re dlining Is  Associated with Present -Day 
Air  Pol lut ion Disparit ies in U.S.  Cit ies  

__________ 

 

https://trac.syr.edu/tracirs/latest/679/
https://trac.syr.edu/tracirs/latest/679/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.estlett.1c01012
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.estlett.1c01012
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ICIJ  announces the Russia  Archive,  an inside look at  the 
hidden wealth of ol igarchs and el i tes  close to  Putin  

__________ 

30,000 borrowers to get student loans 
forgiven - CBS 

"According to the Education Department,  some 675,000 
borrowers saw more than $15 bi l l ion in federal  student 
loans  discharged during President  Joe Biden's  f i rst  year  in 
off ice . .  

"But  whi le the Biden administration has  been ramping up 
rel ief  for  some student loan borrowers,  some advocates  
and lawmakers say the efforts  so far  do not go far  enough.  
There is  more than $1 .7 tr i l l ion in student  loan debt in the 
United States.  More than 43 mil l ion borrowers  hold federal  
student loan debt ."  

_____ 

Here's how Biden has tackled student loan debt so far  -  
Hil l  

_____ 

'The Debt Trap' Author On The Generational 
Setbacks From Student Loans - NPR 

" . . .h igher  education be came a b ig prof it  center .  The 
student loan program was intended to help  people pay for  
tui t ion.  But  what I  argue is  that by introducing banks into  
the process and then by creating what  I  call  this  
Frankenstein named Sal l ie  Mae to help the banks get 
money to lend to  students by taking those steps,  college 
really became intertwined with bankers,  Wall  Street .  And 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/russia-archive/icij-releases-the-russia-archive-an-inside-look-at-how-elites-close-to-putin-hide-wealth-offshore/?utm_source=ICIJ&utm_campaign=03a5d9ff0f-20220309_WeeklyEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_992ecfdbb2-03a5d9ff0f-83567526&ct=t()
https://www.icij.org/investigations/russia-archive/icij-releases-the-russia-archive-an-inside-look-at-how-elites-close-to-putin-hide-wealth-offshore/?utm_source=ICIJ&utm_campaign=03a5d9ff0f-20220309_WeeklyEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_992ecfdbb2-03a5d9ff0f-83567526&ct=t()
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/6-billion-student-loan-forgiveness-education-department/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/6-billion-student-loan-forgiveness-education-department/
https://thehill.com/changing-america/enrichment/education/597318-heres-how-biden-has-tackled-student-loan-debt-so-far
https://thehill.com/changing-america/enrichment/education/597318-heres-how-biden-has-tackled-student-loan-debt-so-far
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/21/1030023061/the-debt-trap-author-on-the-generational-setbacks-from-student-loans
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/21/1030023061/the-debt-trap-author-on-the-generational-setbacks-from-student-loans
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even schools themselves  had f inancial  interests  to  get a  
lot  of  people into  debt ,  and in  many cases,  into debt that  
they couldn't  repay."  

Largely the  result  of  government pol ic ies,  the thrall  of  a  
college education has  become a  "thrall "  of  debt  for  
mi l l ions  of  people including Social  Securi ty  recipients  
whose monthly   checks are  being garnished.  

thrall (n.): late Old English þræl "bondman, serf, slave," from a Scandinavian source 

akin to Old Norse þræll "slave, servant," figuratively "wretch, scoundrel," probably 

from Proto-Germanic *thrakhilaz, literally "runner," from root *threh- "to run" 

(source also of Old High German dregil "servant," properly "runner;" Old 

English þrægan, Gothic þragjan "to run"). Meaning "condition of servitude" is from 

early 14c. 

__________ 

 

The Little-Known Role of Slavery in Viking 
Society - Smithsonian 

__________ 

Click here for News Blog: February 10 - March 
8, 2022  

__________ 

 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://www.etymonline.com/word/thrall
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-little-known-role-of-slavery-in-viking-society?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-little-known-role-of-slavery-in-viking-society?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://inequalityink.org/resources/news%20log%20-%20Feb%2010%20-%20March%208%202022%20-%20Center%20on%20Capital%20%26%20Social%20Equity.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/news%20log%20-%20Feb%2010%20-%20March%208%202022%20-%20Center%20on%20Capital%20%26%20Social%20Equity.pdf

