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A patient in a straight jacket at a hospital for the mentally ill, c. 1946. Jerry Cooke/Time & 

Life Pictures/Getty Images 

Bedlam 1946: MOST U.S. MENTAL HOSPITALS ARE A 

SHAME AND A DISGRACE - Life Magazine/PBS 

This post-WW2 expose reminds us of the imperative to maintain a high degree of 

transparency in what happens in mental hospitals as well as connectivity between 

between patients and families.  What happened in our culture then can happen 

again, especially during periods of national crisis and budget pressure.   

We need to make sure families can visit with patients in-person, by phone, or 

using video technology: 

COVID Ended In-Person State Hospital Visits So Father Pushed For Virginia Law 

Allowing Zoom-Like Calls For Patients 

https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
http://www.inequalityink.org/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/lobotomist-bedlam-1946/?utm_campaign=americanexperience&utm_content=1651883460&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2fCq6GYR1x95afoXXLQV4PlnDTNHXVEV7OtVC_mYoaEKaWhXbi9ADKuBI
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/lobotomist-bedlam-1946/?utm_campaign=americanexperience&utm_content=1651883460&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2fCq6GYR1x95afoXXLQV4PlnDTNHXVEV7OtVC_mYoaEKaWhXbi9ADKuBI
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/lobotomist-bedlam-1946/?utm_campaign=americanexperience&utm_content=1651883460&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2fCq6GYR1x95afoXXLQV4PlnDTNHXVEV7OtVC_mYoaEKaWhXbi9ADKuBI
https://www.peteearley.com/2022/04/27/covid-ended-in-person-state-hospital-visits-so-father-pushed-for-virginia-law-allowing-zoom-like-calls-for-patients/
https://www.peteearley.com/2022/04/27/covid-ended-in-person-state-hospital-visits-so-father-pushed-for-virginia-law-allowing-zoom-like-calls-for-patients/
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Thanks again to Peter Earley for posting on our work to increase connectivity 

between  people living in institutional settings with their families and the larger 

community. 

_________ 

Low-wage earners to get high-speed Internet for $30 in Biden 

program - WaPost 

“If we’re going to subsidize broadband, we need to bring it down to $0,” said 

Christopher Ali, associate professor of media studies at the University of Virginia 

and author of the 2021 book “Farm Fresh Broadband.” “For a lot of families, 

even $10 a month is expensive. If we look at it by the numbers, there are more 

people who can’t afford Internet access than people who don’t have access to a 

network.” 

__________ 

 

Fed, business groups to update study that found average Black Boston 

household had net worth of $8 - Boston Globe/MSN 

Federal Reserve Bank of Boston and community partners launch research effort 

to explore wealth divides 

_________ 

Why some of the richest Americans pay no federal income taxes, according to 

ProPublica's IRS data trove - WGBH 

__________ 

Low-wage workers beware!  AEI paper provides hints of R bargaining position 

when Congress gets around the fixing Social Security's finances: 

Reforming Social Security - AEI 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/05/09/biden-internet-discount/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/05/09/biden-internet-discount/
https://www.amazon.com/Farm-Fresh-Broadband-Connectivity-Information/dp/0262543060
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/fed-business-groups-to-update-study-that-found-average-black-boston-household-had-net-worth-of-8/ar-AAX3LbW
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/fed-business-groups-to-update-study-that-found-average-black-boston-household-had-net-worth-of-8/ar-AAX3LbW
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/fed-business-groups-to-update-study-that-found-average-black-boston-household-had-net-worth-of-8/ar-AAX3LbW
https://www.bostonfed.org/news-and-events/press-releases/2022/boston-fed-and-community-partners-launch-research-effort-to-explore-wealth-divides.aspx
https://www.bostonfed.org/news-and-events/press-releases/2022/boston-fed-and-community-partners-launch-research-effort-to-explore-wealth-divides.aspx
https://www.wgbh.org/news/national-news/2022/05/05/why-some-of-the-richest-americans-pay-no-federal-income-taxes-according-to-propublicas-irs-data-trove?emci=c2bec80d-bacf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=f5efdf3a-cacf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.wgbh.org/news/national-news/2022/05/05/why-some-of-the-richest-americans-pay-no-federal-income-taxes-according-to-propublicas-irs-data-trove?emci=c2bec80d-bacf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=f5efdf3a-cacf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.aei.org/articles/reforming-social-security/
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Here are some initial take-ways on how the AEI proposal would impact the 

bottom 50%: 

The ugly, the bad, and the good 

The ugly: proposes large benefit cuts based on average benefits and life spans, 

offers no distributional analysis of life expectancy (lifespans haven’t increased 

for low income workers much if at all), and raises normal retirement age (so low 

income lose lifetime benefits big time). 

The bad:  doesn’t raise enough $$ from the wealthiest/highest income via the tax 

cap being raised or capital gains tax  or estate tax;  

The good (with some ugly):  does create auto IRAs with govt match but millions 

of low income workers would be excluded. There's no automatic core 

contribution (most low wage workers can’t set aside much for retirement savings 

because they need to pay  bills to survive).  Gov should offer low-income $500 a 

year in contributions or perhaps a large % of the tax savings that high-wage 

workers get under current law for employer contributions.  

Of course, Rs will fight tooth and nail for some of the AEI paper's remedies (the 

ugly and bad), and offer lip service to others (the good with some ugly). 

BTW, both parties and their policy allies avoid distributional analysis of Social 

Security payouts which would show that benefits for low-income workers are 

inadequate. Try googling.  Instead they focus on average benefits of c. $19K a 

year.  Benefits for long-time low-wage workers are closer to the special SS 

minimum benefit of c. $11K a year. But who would know it? 

The formula for the SS special minimum benefit needs to be fixed.  Hardly 

anyone is eligible to receive it anymore  and it is below the poverty level. 

Special Minimum Benefit - SSA 

Some of our work on these issues: 

- SSI is a disgrace. Congress needs to fix it. - op-ed and essay 

- Biden’s spending spree could destabilize Social Security 

- Essay: A Widening Gap in Life Expectancy Makes Raising Social Security’s 

Retirement Age a Particularly Bad Deal for Low-Wage Earners - February 2020 

https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/program-explainers/special-minimum.html
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#SSI
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#spending%20threatens%20Social%20Security
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Social%20Security%20progressivity
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Social%20Security%20progressivity
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- 2020 Inequality Agenda: Increase economic inclusion at reasonable public cost 

- Presentation: Will Growing Inequality Make Social Security & Long Term 

Care Financing Fixes Harder? 

- Op-ed: Half of Americans have no retirement savings — here’s how Congress 

can look out for them. 

- Growing inequality has shrunk Social Security’s tax base. Revitalizing it could 

restore solvency without cutting benefits. 

- Including All Workers in Our Retirement Savings System Requires Two 

Things: a Universal Tax Credit and a Secure Place To Invest It. Congress should 

be working on both. 

- Don’t exclude low-wage workers from planning for retirement savings 

programs - letter to WaPost 

- Leadership Needed To Create Universal Retirement Savings System 

Complementing Social Security 

- Modest Changes in Health, Retirement Tax Breaks Could Produce Major 

Gains in US Health Access, Financial Security – at Little or No Added 

Government Cost 

- How the U.S. Retirement Saving System Magnifies Inequality 

- How Can We Reduce Financial Risk for the Very Old? 

_________ 

Ronald Reagan's New Economic Order and What It Meant for 

American - NYT book review 

__________ 

Can Democrats win back working-class voters? Watch Ohio.- WaPost 

Will either party offer Ohio workers and their families anything concrete that 

might improve their lives?   

_____ 

https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#2020%20agenda
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#SOA%20inequality%20talk%202020
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#SOA%20inequality%20talk%202020
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#universal%20system%20op%20ed
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#universal%20system%20op%20ed
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#social%20security%20tax%20base
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#social%20security%20tax%20base
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#universal%20system
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#universal%20system
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#universal%20system
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#wapo%20letter%20biggs
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#wapo%20letter%20biggs
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#leadership%20retirement%20savings
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#leadership%20retirement%20savings
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Tax%20exclusion
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Tax%20exclusion
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Tax%20exclusion
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Magnify
https://www.inequalityink.org/?msclkid=d25b9ea5cf9511ecb091013989e8e4ff#Risk
https://thenews24.org/2022/04/20/ronald-reagans-new-economic-order-and-what-it-meant-to-america/
https://thenews24.org/2022/04/20/ronald-reagans-new-economic-order-and-what-it-meant-to-america/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/07/ohio-senate-race-sundaytake/
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In Ohio Senate Race, Democrats Pin Their Hopes on the Suburbs - NYT 

"J.D. Vance, the Republican nominee, enters the general election as the favorite. 

For Representative Tim Ryan, the Democrat, Ohio’s sprawling metro areas offer 

a possible path to victory." 

__________ 

Sunday, May 8, 2022 

__________ 

What does the Bible say about hope 

for children in poverty?" 

"If government and other sectors of society fail to uphold justice, God’s people 

are to hold them accountable. The prophets confronted political leaders who 

oppressed the poor and failed to protect the vulnerable."  

Some good news for wealthy families living off capital gains, poor ones wanting 

to spend more time with their kids, and 'wage slaves' running between two jobs: 

There's no paid work requirement in the spiritual realm. 

__________ 

 

This Mother’s Day, Congress Can Support Mothers by 

Expanding Child Tax Credit - CBPP 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/05/us/politics/ohio-senate-race-tim-ryan-democrats.html
https://href.li/?https://www.baylor.edu/content/services/document.php/145503.pdf
https://href.li/?https://www.baylor.edu/content/services/document.php/145503.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/this-mothers-day-congress-can-support-mothers-by-expanding-child-tax-credit
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/this-mothers-day-congress-can-support-mothers-by-expanding-child-tax-credit
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__________ 

 

Afghanistan's Taliban order women to cover up head to toe - AP 

__________ 

 

In aftermath of a U.S.-Russia nuclear conflict, former World Bank and IMF 

economist foresees economic growth and less inequality: 

First IMF report issued after the nuclear war - Branko Milanovic 

"'Bright prospects for global recovery' just released in Beijing" 

We published this before reading Branko's musings: 

"Russia, Nuclear Disaster and What To Do with Our House" 

__________ 

America’s Abortion Quandary - PEW Research 

"A majority of Americans say abortion should be legal in all or most cases, but 

many are open to restrictions; many opponents of legal abortion say it should be 

legal in some circumstances." 

Do little lives matter? Yes...but.  American views on abortion are complex, 

nuanced, and for the most part, not extreme.  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/afghanistan-s-taliban-order-women-to-cover-up-head-to-toe/ar-AAX14MP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=a2061e9b221f4fe182f52b959c7c1a69
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/imf-report-issued-after-the-nuclear?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwiXyI6IlRHRG52IiwiaWF0IjoxNjUxOTE4NTU2LCJleHAiOjE2NTE5MjIxNTYsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0zNzEzMDkiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.mKzhwekhmSf410TZhd8KkSjBQJVtQXdY2nD1owWTB5M&s=r
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/nuclear%20disaster%20Russians%20and%20my%20house%20-%20April%206%202022.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/05/06/americas-abortion-quandary/
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_____ 

Abortion laws worldwide: In what countries is abortion legal? - NBC 

"The U.S. is not alone in having a heated debate about abortion, and laws on the 

procedure differ in countries around the world."  

_____ 

Abortion Law: Global Comparisons - Council on Foreign Relations 

If the states gets to decide, the world offers many models. 

_____ 

Virginia abortion laws, outlook with Glenn Youngkin as governor - WaPost 

__________ 

 

  Illustration by Nicolás Ortega. Source: Belshazzar’s Feast, John Martin, 1820. 

Why the Past 10 Years of American Life Have Been Uniquely 

Stupid - Atlantic 

"These two extreme groups are similar in surprising ways. They are the whitest 

and richest of the seven groups, which suggests that America is being torn apart 

by a battle between two subsets of the elite who are not representative of the 

broader society."  

__________ 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/amp/rcna27505
https://www.cfr.org/article/abortion-law-global-comparisons
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/05/06/virginia-abortion-laws-legal-youngkin/?utm_campaign=wp_afternoon_buzz&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_buzz&carta-url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-tr%2F36c5a5e%2F62758183956121755a685152%2F596a9e249bbc0f0e09edcf06%2F8%2F61%2F62758183956121755a685152
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/05/social-media-democracy-trust-babel/629369/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/05/social-media-democracy-trust-babel/629369/
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The coming world order - Social Europe 

_____ 

Russian State TV Keeps Threatening Nuclear Strikes—Should We Be 

Concerned? - Newsweek 

__________ 

'Building a Fairer Tax System with Sen. Elizabeth Warren' - CAP 

Sen. Warren lays out latest positions on abortion, corporate taxation, and 

monopoly power to party faithful as CAP resumes in-person public events. Note 

that her progressive message targets the powerful yet offers little to the bottom 

50% in support of bread and butter issues like higher wages, paid sick days, and 

inclusion in government subsidized health coverage and retirement savings 

systems.  And getting inflation under control.   

Progressive policy these days involves transferring $$ from the top to the upper-

middle class in the form of free child care, cancelled college debt, and family 

leave targeted to professional women. 

__________ 

 

Opinion: The leak shows why abortion policy should be returned to the states 

- WaPost 

 

"Alito recapitulates the arguments against Roe and Casey made by thoughtful 

scholars and justices since their inception, including by supporters of abortion 

rights — namely, that the text, history and tradition of the Constitution do not 

support an unwritten fundamental right to abortion. To the contrary, until the 

latter part of the 20th century, no one seriously thought that the due process 

clause of the 14th Amendment — which was ratified in 1868, when abortion was 

a codified crime in three-fourths of the states — precluded the regulation or 

restriction of abortion... 

"...the opinion simply allows our country to join the community of nations 

around the world, including progressive countries such as France and Sweden, 

https://socialeurope.eu/the-coming-world-order
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-state-tv-keeps-threatening-nuclear-strikes-should-we-be-concerned/ar-AAWWP1M?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=b5b6e8a32ec14529d64e09085e0283fe
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-state-tv-keeps-threatening-nuclear-strikes-should-we-be-concerned/ar-AAWWP1M?ocid=BingHp01&pc=HI2F&cvid=b5b6e8a32ec14529d64e09085e0283fe
https://www.americanprogress.org/events/building-a-fairer-tax-system-with-sen-elizabeth-warren/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/05/overturn-roe-politics-state-legislatures/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/05/overturn-roe-politics-state-legislatures/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/05/overturn-roe-politics-state-legislatures/
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that govern themselves on the question of abortion through the deliberative 

political process." 

This essay reflects the conservative position that the Court should confine itself 

to reviewing laws and policies made by the legislative and executive branches and 

refrain from creating law itself.  Conservative thinkers, however,  are less 

rigorous in applying Federalist doctrine to interpreting the 2nd 

Amendment.  Here, many of the same support the Court's expansion of the 

Constitutional right to bear arms to form a militia into an arguably constructed 

individual liberty to possess more weapons than the Ukrainian army, unfettered 

by government regulation of the potential use of such weaponry to harm other 

citizens, whether being part of a bonafide militia or not.  (Possible outcome of 

this contradiction: more fetuses may survive to be children at elevated risk for 

gunshot wounds.) 

 

__________ 

Hawaii Legislature has passed SB 3289, the Hawaii Retirement Savings 

Program, now awaiting the governor's signature  

Go Hawaii!!  But the  bill should go further and authorize modest state 

contributions to ALL low-wage workers' retirement accounts whether 

established by the state, an employer or the worker herself. 

_____ 

A Hawaii Retirement Savings Program Is In Hawaii’s Best Interest - AARP 

"Senate Bill 3289 would provide a state-facilitated payroll-deduction plan for private 

sector employees." 

__________ 

Catch up in 4 minutes with your know-it-all friends and colleagues who say 

they've read Alito's draft: 

https://thefederalist.com/2019/03/22/supreme-court-not-final-say-constitution/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=3289&year=2022
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=3289&year=2022
https://www.civilbeat.org/2022/03/a-hawaii-retirement-savings-program-is-in-hawaiis-best-interest/
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Explaining Alito's Leaked Draft Opinion Overturning Roe v. 

Wade - FindLaw 

If "little lives matter" now under the 14 amendment (suppose RBG anticipated 

such a conflict of rights when she suggested going the 14th amendment route in 

redoing Roe v. Wade), here's a first draft of a model state law that could work in 

both CA and FL and reality TV shows set in between: 

In the first 12 weeks after sperm impregnates egg, premeditated killing of 

unborn child by the would-be mother is legal.  During the next 12 weeks, there 

would be no penalty for fetuses killed by same in clouded mental state 

(equivalent of manslaughter standard for humans housing fetuses in wombs). 

Thereafter, until fetus begins breathing on its own, mother not liable for death 

by negligence (e.g., participating in skydiving, NASCAR racing and other 

pathways of American self expression). Thereafter, regular homicide laws apply 

with mothers allowed to physically discipline child if no permanent harm or 

markings result. Fathers and their legal representatives may not physically 

discipline child with similar liability  protection until it has been alive for 730 

consecutive 24-hour time lapses beginning with moment of birth as documented 

by medical personnel licensed by a state. Verbal abuse of fetuses and children 

under two years of age shall not constitute a crime of greater severity than a 

misdemeanor. 

_____ 

 

My Heart Leaps Up - William Wordsworth  

My heart leaps up when I behold 

A rainbow in the sky: 

So was it when my life began; 

So is it now I am a man; 

So be it when I shall grow old, 

Or let me die! 

The Child is father of the Man; 

And I could wish my days to be 

Bound each to each by natural piety. 

__________ 

The White House Correspondents’ Association super-spreader event - WSWS 

https://www.findlaw.com/legalblogs/supreme-court/explaining-alitos-leaked-draft-opinion-overturning-roe-v-wade/
https://www.findlaw.com/legalblogs/supreme-court/explaining-alitos-leaked-draft-opinion-overturning-roe-v-wade/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2022/05/06/ruth-bader-ginsburg-roe-wade/
https://www.thoughtco.com/child-is-the-father-of-man-3975052
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/05/05/xewo-m05.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
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Count on the Trotskyist press for detailed reporting on mainstream media 

hypocrisy and satire of Washington elites (perhaps unintended).  If this 

permutation turns out to be lethal, nature may succeed where politics have 

failed. 

__________ 

AEI housing market indicators, May 2022 - AEI 

Up, up, and away -- despite headwinds. 

__________ 

If Biden Forgives Student Loans, Voters Won’t Forget It - 

Atlantic 

"Not for the first time, the president has made himself hostage to his party’s 

activist wing." 

Future voters who don't get "free" loans may hold a grudge as well...BTW, if 

borrowers don't have to pay  off loans to the federal government, should the 

federal government have to honor its own debts?  Fair's fair.  Maybe the national 

debt isn't a problem after all.  And if non-payment isn't possible, there's always 

inflation to lessen the debt burden.   

_____ 

Will Biden Pivot on School Loans? - AEI 

__________ 

https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/aei-housing-market-indicators-may-2022/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/05/biden-student-loan-forgiveness-popularity/629752/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/05/biden-student-loan-forgiveness-popularity/629752/
https://www.aei.org/education/biden-student-loan-pivot/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGEKG05F0qC6LWyOG1T2BzD9ODMTp7p6zXXj_4TOWN-xwRD6B9JMdU73DWnWlFayX8rJWcTGJ5lfwnJeoiY1u9FpkFZwpJddi_XKSe71a9i6lVs
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'America First': From Charles Lindbergh To President Trump - NPR 

__________ 

U.S. Strategy and Economic Statecraft: Understanding the 

Tradeoffs - Carnegie Endowment 

As Adam Smith intimated about the time the Founding Fathers were organizing 

the Great American Enterprise, balancing between Option 1 (then involving 

wheat, shipbuilding for Britain), unfettered trade and mixed strategies are 

central issues for political economics. That balancing act may be the key to 

others (e.g., should the U.S. maintain capacity to produce cutting edge 

technology, vaccines, energy, etc. -- and at what cost to whom?) 

__________ 

https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/02/06/513240634/america-first-from-charles-lindbergh-to-president-trump
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/04/28/u.s.-strategy-and-economic-statecraft-understanding-tradeoffs-pub-86995
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/04/28/u.s.-strategy-and-economic-statecraft-understanding-tradeoffs-pub-86995
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Three dozen tycoons met Putin on invasion day. Most had moved 

money abroad. - WaPost/ICIJ 

Pretext for the U.S. to invade the British Virgin Islands?  Failing that, an 

audience with the Queen and her counselors?   

Pandora Papers 

__________ 

The GOP roars about abortion. Then they abandon the 

children. - Michele Norris/WaPost 

"Let’s not forget that women who seek abortions are disproportionately poor or 

economically insecure. A 2014 study found that 3 in 4 women who terminate 

their pregnancies are low-income and almost 50 percent of those women live 

below the poverty level. Fifty-five percent are unmarried or do not live with the 

father." 

Current policy toward poor women with fetuses (generalized to suit Twitter): 

 

Red states: move. (Git now!) 

 

Blue states: abort. (No one asked the fetus.) 

 

Congress: no welfare or child tax credit checks for you. 

 

Pope: more kids please. 

 

(Wendy & Marty: no problem. Yes, they killed Ruth off.)  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2022/offshore-putin-russia-oligarchs-pandora/?itid=ap_peterwhoriskey
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2022/offshore-putin-russia-oligarchs-pandora/?itid=ap_peterwhoriskey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Virgin_Islands
https://www.icij.org/investigations/pandora-papers/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/03/children-women-roe-leak/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/03/children-women-roe-leak/
https://www.guttmacher.org/report/characteristics-us-abortion-patients-2014
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_____ 

Video to lead off team-building exercise at Supreme Court?  

__________ 

Va. appeals court overturns belt discipline conviction, saying ‘parental 

privilege’ usurped - WTOP 

__________ 

 

House Bill Would Further Skew Benefits of Tax-Favored 

Retirement Accounts - CBPP 

The left-leaning CBPP rightly points out that not making the savers credit 

refundable is a glaring omission.  But they don't go far enough.  Another 

omission is continued failure by Congress to establish a universal system so that 

all workers can have retirement savings.  The policy elites on the left won’t 

support the extra steps needed to include low-wage workers, resulting in a 

bleating objection to the pork-loaded bill that ultimately betrays 40% of the U.S. 

work force at the bottom to more   inequality. 

The CBPP's statement still beats R's distraction of low-income people with 

cultural dog whistles (left does same with hyper-focus on race, gender) while 

pursuing a realpolitik denying them neither a cent more in wages nor a paid sick 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drUlpM0rwHo
https://wtop.com/virginia/2022/05/va-appeals-court-overturns-belt-discipline-conviction-saying-parental-privilege-usurped/
https://wtop.com/virginia/2022/05/va-appeals-court-overturns-belt-discipline-conviction-saying-parental-privilege-usurped/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-bill-would-further-skew-benefits-of-tax-favored-retirement-accounts
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-bill-would-further-skew-benefits-of-tax-favored-retirement-accounts
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day  where possible.  Bottom line: the country's low-wage workers deserve better 

than either party offers them and should be looking for new champions. 

__________ 

Democrats hope draft abortion opinion will jolt midterm 

elections - Politico 

Dear Supremes: 

America's Wendy Birds won't take this lying down and will fight to the death to 

guard their latitude to protect their wealth and power by limiting family 

size.  Note concurrently in Ozark's final episode, Wendy and Marty and their 

two teens -- and the  family's progressive society-saving foundation -- survive 

while Hollywood sacrifices two more deserving characters: a philosophical 

Mexican drug lord and the nasty-talking white trash girl who made good despite 

incredible psycho-socio-economic odds.  Can this yarn really be over?  Is Ruth 

Langmore really expandable? 

_____ 

California’s population falls for second year in a row - AP 

___________ 

 

New Mexico leads the nation as Gov. Lujan Grisham makes 

childcare free for most families - Office of the Governor 

Yes, but...subsidizing child care too high up the income scale risks triggering 

inflation as higher-income families bid up the cost of care.  See: 

White House’s promised childcare subsidies face a host of ‘devils in the details’ - CCSE 

__________ 

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/02/supreme-court-draft-opinion-abortion-reactions-00029518
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/02/supreme-court-draft-opinion-abortion-reactions-00029518
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/tv/news/ozark-finale-ending-netflix-b2069736.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/california-population-falls-second-row-221425166.html
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2022/04/28/new-mexico-leads-the-nation-as-governor-lujan-grisham-makes-childcare-free-for-most-families-2/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2022/04/28/new-mexico-leads-the-nation-as-governor-lujan-grisham-makes-childcare-free-for-most-families-2/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/childcare%20subsidies%20face%20host%20of%20issues%20-%20Nov%204%202021.pdf
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The Bitter Fruit of Inflation: Dow 29500 -Laffer & 

Moore/WSJ 

"The debacle of the 1970s reveals how disastrous surging prices can be for the 

economy and markets." 

The Laffer/Moore duo makes some decent points about dangers of inflation but 

neglects to mention that the stock market is still way over-priced in historical 

terms and got that way before inflation kicked up.  As to their lament about 

being taxed on inflated capital gains, here's one way to start  tackling that issue 

while also beginning to deal with tax-free transfer of dynastic wealth (assuming 

that Sen. Wyden and company ever get serious about doing so): 

Getting Inflation Loss out of Capital Gains Taxation Is Fair -- and Might Help 

Reach a Deal on Dunning the Dead - CCSE 

...A WSJ editorial provides some of the missing context on how the stock market 

turned into a casino: 

Warren Buffett on Wall Street ‘Gambling’ 

__________ 

The Gathering Stagflationary Storm - Nouriel Roubini/Project Syndicate 

__________ 

Inflation spurs record decline in workers' wages and benefits 

- CNN 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-bitter-fruit-of-inflation-dow-29500-currency-devaluation-dollar-wages-economic-growth-workers-11651432199
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-bitter-fruit-of-inflation-dow-29500-currency-devaluation-dollar-wages-economic-growth-workers-11651432199
https://www.macrotrends.net/2577/sp-500-pe-ratio-price-to-earnings-chart
https://www.macrotrends.net/2577/sp-500-pe-ratio-price-to-earnings-chart
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/capital%20gains%20and%20inflation%20-%20draft%209-19-2021%20latest.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/capital%20gains%20and%20inflation%20-%20draft%209-19-2021%20latest.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/warren-buffett-on-wall-street-gambling-stocks-nft-asset-prices-risk-federal-reserve-11651424822
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/world-economy-stagflationary-perfect-storm-by-nouriel-roubini-2022-04?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=1b7aa3ecc2-sunday_newsletter_05_01_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-1b7aa3ecc2-105791845&mc_cid=1b7aa3ecc2&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.cnn.com/2022/04/29/economy/inflation-worker-compensation/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/04/29/economy/inflation-worker-compensation/index.html
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May Day.  May Day.  May Day.  Not much new under the sun. 

__________ 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 

__________ 

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers - USCCB 

__________ 

 

Much has changed since the first May Day, but building worker 

power and combating racism and xenophobia remain just as 

important - EPI 

"'May Day' got its start in 1886, when U.S. workers rallied in support of ongoing 

campaigns for an eight-hour day, setting May 1st as a deadline to begin mass 

strikes if employers failed to adopt shorter hours... 

"Over 100 years later, our May Day 2022 economy has much in common with 

that of May Day 1886—rising inequality, economic upheavals affecting those 

with the least financial security, xenophobia, market concentration, and an 

upsurge in workers taking matters into their own hands while facing intense 

employer resistance... New generations of workers, including many immigrants, 

are breaking through barriers of employer union-busting to organize unions 

in  warehouses, hospitals, nursing homes, coffee shops, retail stores, media 

outlets, universities, and beyond." 

__________ 

Radium Girls - Rotten Tomatoes 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-of-workers
https://www.epi.org/blog/much-has-changed-since-the-first-may-day-but-building-worker-power-and-combating-racism-and-xenophobia-remain-just-as-important/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=66c4073aad-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_30_07_37_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-66c4073aad-58566973&mc_cid=66c4073aad&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.epi.org/blog/much-has-changed-since-the-first-may-day-but-building-worker-power-and-combating-racism-and-xenophobia-remain-just-as-important/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=66c4073aad-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_30_07_37_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-66c4073aad-58566973&mc_cid=66c4073aad&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.epi.org/blog/much-has-changed-since-the-first-may-day-but-building-worker-power-and-combating-racism-and-xenophobia-remain-just-as-important/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=66c4073aad-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_30_07_37_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-66c4073aad-58566973&mc_cid=66c4073aad&mc_eid=5cea06732e
https://www.epi.org/publication/swa-2020-employment-report/
https://www.epi.org/publication/fear-at-work-how-employers-scare-workers-out-of-unionizing/
https://www.epi.org/publication/fear-at-work-how-employers-scare-workers-out-of-unionizing/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/amazon-anti-union-consultants_n_62606f2ce4b041ee26501ca2?78l
https://labornotes.org/blogs/2022/03/stung-ascensions-union-busting-michigan-nurses-gird-contract-battle
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/14/opinion/unions-oregon-assisted-living.html
https://twitter.com/MorePerfectUS/status/1517175142702587906?s=20&t=UidCGdIRk7QpRkZZZBDY_Q
https://twitter.com/PolProseUnion/status/1471551831293767685?s=20&t=UidCGdIRk7QpRkZZZBDY_Q
https://newsguild.org/new-york-guild-files-unfair-labor-practice-charge-against-gannett-over-unionbusting-at-atlantic-dot/
https://newsguild.org/new-york-guild-files-unfair-labor-practice-charge-against-gannett-over-unionbusting-at-atlantic-dot/
https://www.laborlab.us/mit_chancellor_sends_typical_union-busting_email_to_organizing_graduate_students
https://twitter.com/OFTadvocate/status/1468257436763136003?s=20&t=UidCGdIRk7QpRkZZZBDY_Q
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/radium_girls
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An American horror story...U.S. Radium Corp. may have died a century ago but 

its divine spirit lives on in other enterprises.  Americans worship the power of 

new technology and grant it liberty to create wealth with the onus on workers 

and public to prove that an innovation causes harm after damage is done.  And 

so it goes.  Nothing new under the sun. 

 

The Radium Girls - Sci/Youtube 

__________ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Radium_Corporation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaIqlW6VcMY
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Social Security Lifts More People Above the Poverty Line 

Than Any Other Program - CBPP 

 

_____ 

Errors deprive thousands of students of Social Security benefits - WaPost 

Students Whose Benefits Were Erroneously Terminated  

When They Reached Age 18 - OIG 

"SSA did not have adequate controls to ensure children who reached age 18 and 

still attended school received benefits. SSA did not properly continue benefits for 

87 of the 100 students in our sample once they reached age 18, which resulted in 

$357,872 in underpayments. Based on our sample results, we estimate SSA 

underpaid 14,470 beneficiaries approximately $59.5 million." 

__________ 

Elon Musk, China, and the Biden Collapse - BIG 

"China as the Great Geo-Political Monopolist" 

OK.  So can Russia be thought of as a great geo-political Valero brandishing 

nukes as it hawks gas and carbs? 

__________ 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/social-security-lifts-more-people-above-the-poverty-line-than-any-other
https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/social-security-lifts-more-people-above-the-poverty-line-than-any-other
https://goodwordnews.com/errors-deprive-thousands-of-students-of-social-security-benefits-2/
https://oig.ssa.gov/assets/uploads/a-09-19-50823summary.pdf
https://oig.ssa.gov/assets/uploads/a-09-19-50823summary.pdf
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/elon-musk-china-and-the-biden-collapse?s=r
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Putin Really May Break the Nuclear Taboo in 

Ukraine - Peggy Noonan/WSJ 

"It seems unthinkable, but American leaders’ failure to think about it heightens 

the risk it will happen." 

_____ 

Russia, Nuclear Disaster and What To Do with Our House - Karl Polzer, CCSE 

Dear capitalists, socialists, and assorted dictators: What we have here boys  is failure to 

calculate. 

_____ 

NATO’s Nordic Expansion: Adding Finland and Sweden Will Transform 

European Security - Foreign Affairs 

__________ 

Congress Can More Modestly Expand The Child Tax Credit And Still Help 

Very Low-Income Families - TPC 

__________ 

The Economy is Great. The Middle Class is Mad - TIME 

Insightful piece.   But Brookings' definition of the middle class -- the statistical 

middle 60% of American incomes -- is too wide and mixes groups of people in 

very different situations.  What do households headed by lawyers in a poor state 

have in common with low-wage workers in California or New York?  A closer 

look at the rungs near the bottom and top of the heap might yield more insights.  

__________ 

Workers Are at a Marketplace Advantage, but It Won’t Last - AEI/WSJ 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/putin-really-may-break-the-nuclear-taboo-russia-ukraine-weapons-attack-war-artillery-shells-fight-11651176309
https://www.wsj.com/articles/putin-really-may-break-the-nuclear-taboo-russia-ukraine-weapons-attack-war-artillery-shells-fight-11651176309
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/nuclear%20disaster%20Russians%20and%20my%20house%20-%20April%206%202022.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/europe/2022-04-26/natos-nordic-expansion?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=NATO%E2%80%99s%20Nordic%20Expansion%20&utm_content=20220429&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/europe/2022-04-26/natos-nordic-expansion?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=NATO%E2%80%99s%20Nordic%20Expansion%20&utm_content=20220429&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/congress-can-more-modestly-expand-child-tax-credit-and-still-help-very-low-income-families?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/congress-can-more-modestly-expand-child-tax-credit-and-still-help-very-low-income-families?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://time.com/6171292/middle-class-falling-behind-economy/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++20220429+++body&et_rid=207563810&lctg=207563810
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/workers-are-at-a-marketplace-advantage-but-it-wont-last/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGEE_PAdiqLPS0O94Vo_3Tn0k0hcenvhyO1Ya7R-HlglGac_JUgAdFuMzjzkCQhqPic7GFi67P7w_MPlgu9csLB-ZsGt0naI5lR6elBwEpShwN_
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"As the labor force expands, consumer demand cools, and the ‘great resignation’ proves 

illusory, the balance will shift toward employers." 

Of course.  Where there is yin, there will be yang.  But no economist can tell 

when the balance will tip or by how much.  That happens on the playing field. 

__________ 

 

Editorial cartoon drawing shows "L.B.J." standing on the back of a truck with another 

man labeled "89th Congress" who wields a hand truck for the removal of "Immigration 

Snobbery" from the Statue of Liberty. (Herbert Block, 1965 / Library of Congress) 

_____ 

Biden welcomes Ukrainian refugees, neglects Afghans, critics say - WaPost 

All animals are equal. But some animals are more equal than others.   

 

_____ 

Why Israel Became A Safe Haven For Russian Billionaires - Forbes 

And the last shall be first.  One grandparent will do...Are race and wealth 

plowshares of evolution? 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/04/28/biden-refugees-ukraine-afghanistan/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jemimamcevoy/2022/04/28/why-israel-became-a-safe-haven-for-russian-billionaires/?sh=20d5124f6ef7&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dailydozen&utm_content=uaddsubscribe&cdlcid=5d2f3035953109375effc67f
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__________ 

Debt Cancellation Is Costly, Regressive, and Inflationary - 

CRFB 

"Student debt cancellation may be an extremely appealing political talking point, 

but it is not good policy. It is costly, inflationary, poorly targeted, and fails to 

address the root problems in our higher education financing system. 

"Full debt cancellation would be a massive hand-out to rich doctors and lawyers, 

would worsen our inflation crisis, and would cost almost as much as the entire 

2017 tax cuts. Even partial debt cancellation would be costly, regressive, and 

inflationary. Forgiving $10,000 per person of debt would cost as much as 

universal pre-K or a full extension of the expanded ACA subsidies." 

Dear White House wordsmiths + economists: In future, what will you call loans 

people don't have to repay?  Some assets on your books will turn into 

liabilities.  Consult an accountant. 

_____ 

The Cost of the Federal  

Student Loan Programs  

and Repayment Plans - CBO 

_____ 

Who got rich off the student debt crisis? - Reveal News 

__________ 

The 1983 Military Drill That Nearly Sparked Nuclear War With the Soviets - 

Smithsonian 

Russia cuts off gas to 2 NATO nations in bid to divide West - AP 

As the  war escalates, Russia, Ukraine still splitting profits from gas moving 

through pipelines.  Will the time come to sever gas pipelines serving 

Europe?  Economic, political, and military repercussions?   

__________ 

https://www.crfb.org/press-releases/debt-cancellation-costly-regressive-and-inflationary
https://www.crfb.org/press-releases/debt-cancellation-costly-regressive-and-inflationary
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2021-04/56997-PNPI.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2021-04/56997-PNPI.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2021-04/56997-PNPI.pdf
https://revealnews.org/article/who-got-rich-off-the-student-debt-crisis/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-1983-military-drill-that-nearly-sparked-nuclear-war-with-the-soviets-180979980/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220427-daily-responsive&spMailingID=46754287&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2222980401&spReportId=MjIyMjk4MDQwMQS2
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-1983-military-drill-that-nearly-sparked-nuclear-war-with-the-soviets-180979980/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220427-daily-responsive&spMailingID=46754287&spUserID=MTMxNjg2MzE3MzY5OAS2&spJobID=2222980401&spReportId=MjIyMjk4MDQwMQS2
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-kyiv-business-bulgaria-moldova-2505307f5dcc882d38bab642ffce649f
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COVID Ended In-Person State Hospital Visits So Father Pushed For Virginia 

Law Allowing Zoom-Like Calls For Patients - Pete Earley 

Thanks to Pete Earley for featuring our campaign to establish video visiting in 

Virginia's psych hospitals. Next goals: more states and more places where people 

live isolated from family, friends. 

__________ 

Taxing capital income - Brookings 

"Legislated changes affecting capital income have dramatically reduced the 

federal income tax base and revenues over the past 25 years. A significant share 

of capital income is never subject to tax. The massive “leakage” between the 

generation of economic income and the reporting of income on tax forms calls for 

careful analysis of (a) which forms of income do not show up on tax forms, (b) 

where in the income distribution that divergence is occurring, (c) how base 

erosion is changing over time, and (d) the revenue and distributional effects of 

broadening the capital income tax base." 

Related CCSE article: 

"Growing inequality has shrunk Social Security’s tax base. Revitalizing it could 

restore solvency without cutting benefits." 

__________ 

https://www.peteearley.com/2022/04/27/covid-ended-in-person-state-hospital-visits-so-father-pushed-for-virginia-law-allowing-zoom-like-calls-for-patients/
https://www.peteearley.com/2022/04/27/covid-ended-in-person-state-hospital-visits-so-father-pushed-for-virginia-law-allowing-zoom-like-calls-for-patients/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2022/04/20/taxing-capital-income/?utm_campaign=Economic%20Studies&utm_medium=email&utm_content=211150484&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Soc%20Security%20shrinking%20tax%20base%204.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Soc%20Security%20shrinking%20tax%20base%204.pdf
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Why Putin Wants to Destroy Ukraine - JACEK 

ROSTOWSKI/Project Syndicate 

"We can now see why Putin is right when he says that Ukraine is 'anti-Russia.' If 

Russian statehood is defined by despotism, and if Russians and Ukrainians are 

one people, then by successfully governing themselves, Ukrainians have proved 

that the founding myth of Muscovite Russia has been a huge historical error." 

__________ 

Ukraine conflict: 'Russian soldiers raped me and killed my 

husband' - BBC 

"About 25 girls and women aged 14 to 24 were systematically raped during the 

occupation in the basement of one house in Bucha. Nine of them are pregnant," 

she said. "Russian soldiers told them they would rape them to the point where 

they wouldn't want sexual contact with any man, to prevent them from having 

Ukrainian children." 

Depopulation is part of the strategy. 

_____ 

Rape is a war crime, and Ukrainian women are sharing their stories - WaPost 

__________ 

Lael Brainard's Senate confirmation may signal increased focus by the Fed on 

the relationship between economic inequality/wealth concentration and the 

economy along with distributional analysis of monetary policy.  Here's a speech 

she gave three years ago: 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/putin-war-on-ukraine-historical-psychological-roots-by-jacek-rostowski-2022-04
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/putin-war-on-ukraine-historical-psychological-roots-by-jacek-rostowski-2022-04
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/putin-war-on-ukraine-historical-psychological-roots-by-jacek-rostowski-2022-04
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61071243
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61071243
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2022/04/26/ukraine-war-rape-sexual-assault/
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Is the Middle Class within Reach for Middle-Income 

Families? - Governor Lael Brainard 

If people in the middle can no longer maintain middle-class financial security, 

how screwed are those in the bottom 50%? 

_____ 

Some of our work relating to the Fed: 

"Could new tools allowing the Fed to pump money through ‘the people’ make 

U.S. monetary policy more equitable and effective?"  

...and also less inflationary. 

 

"The U.S. (quietly) lets banks extract high credit card transaction fees. This 

raises prices for everyone and shifts $billions from poorer to wealthier 

Americans." 

__________ 

Russian foreign minister says possibility of nuclear conflict and outbreak of 

World War III over Ukraine is 'serious, real' - Yahoo 

Dear Congress and the  White House: Russia's nuclear arsenal gives it 

tremendous leverage and degrees of freedom in conducting foreign affairs -- 

much more than merited by its economic stature  or military performance.  More 

important, the Russian dictator, perhaps with the concurrence of a committee, 

has the power to destroy large parts of the United States in a matter of hours, no 

matter what we do or threaten to do.  Our citizens should demand that you work 

tirelessly to reduce this risk in the short, medium, and long term.  This is no way 

to live... See article above. 

__________ 

Why Western governments haven’t gotten serious about 

tackling offshore corruption — yet - ICIJ 

"I realized eventually, after about 15 years, that everything I’ve been writing 

about — from the Chechen war to the collapse in life expectancy, to human 

rights abuses, to battles between oligarchs, to inequality, to popular uprisings 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/brainard20190510a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/brainard20190510a.htm
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/fed%20helicopter%20money%20latest%209-01-20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/credit%20card%20inequality%20-%20August%207.pdf
https://news.yahoo.com/possibility-nuclear-conflict-outbreak-world-045736720.html
https://news.yahoo.com/possibility-nuclear-conflict-outbreak-world-045736720.html
https://www.icij.org/investigations/russia-archive/why-western-governments-havent-gotten-serious-about-tackling-offshore-corruption-yet/?utm_source=ICIJ&utm_campaign=1adfac74fb-20220419_WeeklyEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_992ecfdbb2-1adfac74fb-83341674&ct=t()&emci=4078a281-b0c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=b5b76288-c1c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.icij.org/investigations/russia-archive/why-western-governments-havent-gotten-serious-about-tackling-offshore-corruption-yet/?utm_source=ICIJ&utm_campaign=1adfac74fb-20220419_WeeklyEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_992ecfdbb2-1adfac74fb-83341674&ct=t()&emci=4078a281-b0c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=b5b76288-c1c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
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against the governments — I realized that everything was essentially caused by 

corruption." 

__________ 

An Ever-Widening Chasm: CEO Pay-to-Worker Pay Ratio - 

Industry Leaders Magazine 

__________ 

Video visitation: Western State Hospital leads the way in letting patients, 

families connect - Monique Calello/Staunton News-Leader 

Our thanks to the News-Leader and its social justice reporter for covering 

passage of legislation ensuring patients in Virginia state hospitals can video-visit 

with family, friends.  A lot of value for a small amount of capital! 

__________ 

Transcript: Christine Lagarde on "Face the Nation" - CBS 

MARGARET BRENNAN: You know, in this country, there's a lot of debate around how 

much the government is to blame versus the central bankers for the inflation that we're 

experiencing. The US spent $6 trillion on COVID relief, $2 trillion of it on President 

Biden's watch last spring when the economy was already recovering. Do you think some of 

this spending in the US exacerbated inflation because Europe didn't spend like this? 

LAGARDE: We spent- we in Europe spent less in stimulus. And I think we spent 

differently. We spent pretty much half as much as what the US government spent on the 

stimulus and heating up the economy. But we also spent it differently because I think the 

focus was predominantly on keeping the jobs, not necessarily sending the checks. And as a 

result of that, people who managed to keep their jobs alive, while not necessarily, you 

know, going to work because COVID stopped everybody from going to work at some point 

in time, they had their job. So when COVID was over, they went back to their job. So I 

think that the- the- the labor market that you have currently in this country, in the US, 

which is incredibly tense, where you have, you know, a lot of jobs that are not filled, where 

you have plenty of vacancies, we don't have that in Europe at the moment. And the current 

situation you have on the labor market here in the US is clearly contributing to possible 

strong inflation and second round effect where prices go up, wages go up, short supply of 

labor, wages continue to go up, and that feeds back into prices. That- that's one of the 

differences between our two economies. 

__________ 

https://www.industryleadersmagazine.com/an-ever-widening-chasm-ceo-pay-to-worker-pay-ratio/?emci=4078a281-b0c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=b5b76288-c1c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.industryleadersmagazine.com/an-ever-widening-chasm-ceo-pay-to-worker-pay-ratio/?emci=4078a281-b0c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=b5b76288-c1c4-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.newsleader.com/story/news/2022/04/25/virginia-mental-hospitals-video-visitation-become-law-western-state-hospital/7371092001/
https://www.newsleader.com/story/news/2022/04/25/virginia-mental-hospitals-video-visitation-become-law-western-state-hospital/7371092001/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/christine-lagarde-transcript-face-the-nation-04-24-2022/
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This Inflation Is Demand-Driven and Persistent - Jason Furman/PS 

Fine.  But the analysis, while open-minded, is still confined to looking at 

aggregate demand.  Sending checks to the top, middle, or bottom may result in 

varying risks of inflation and outcomes. 

__________ 

 

ICIJ’s guide to Russian wealth hidden offshore 

__________ 

COVID Was Third Leading Cause of U.S. Deaths in 2021, Says CDC — But 

agency sees racial disparities shrink versus 2020 - MedPage Today 

__________ 

 

__________ 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 

__________ 

"For the earth bears fruit: first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the 

ear. But when the fruit is ripe, immediately he puts forth the sickle, because the 

harvest has come." 

_____ 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/inflation-demand-driven-persistent-by-jason-furman-2022-04?utm_source=Project%20Syndicate%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=8ca7314165-sunday_newsletter_04_24_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-8ca7314165-105791845&mc_cid=8ca7314165&mc_eid=adbe4b6572&barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.icij.org/investigations/russia-archive/icijs-guide-to-russian-wealth-hidden-offshore/?utm_source=ICIJ&utm_campaign=1adfac74fb-20220419_WeeklyEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_992ecfdbb2-1adfac74fb-83567526&ct=t()
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/98375?xid=nl_mpt_DHE_2022-04-24&eun=g1503049d0r&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Headlines%20Evening%202022-04-24&utm_term=NL_Daily_DHE_dual-gmail-definition
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/98375?xid=nl_mpt_DHE_2022-04-24&eun=g1503049d0r&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Headlines%20Evening%202022-04-24&utm_term=NL_Daily_DHE_dual-gmail-definition
https://twitter.com/maxseddon/status/1496804727199305728
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Malaria vaccine near finish line, Oxford team believes - Times of London 

"The world’s first and second licences for malaria vaccines are expected next 

year, both of them developed in Britain: Oxford’s R21 and the RTS,S jab that 

the British pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline first began work on in 1987, 

though in final trials it showed a lower rate of protection than the Oxford jab... 

"Malaria is a much harder and larger target for a vaccine than a virus like 

Covid, which has only a few genes compared with 5,000 in the mosquito-borne 

parasite that has spent millennia evolving with humans and working out how to 

evade our immune systems..." 

_____ 

The new malaria vaccine might not be perfect, but it will save countless lives - 

MIT Technology Review 

__________ 

The American retirement system is built for the rich - 

WaPost 

"Lawmakers proclaim they want to help the middle class save. But that’s not 

who benefits most from IRAs and 401(k) plans." 

This is an excellent critique of legislation now gliding through Congress.  But the 

retirement financing system's failure to include almost half the population 

should be the primary concern rather  than its  wasteful enrichment of those at 

the top.  Exclusion of low-income people from the highly subsidized retirement 

savings system and resulting capital gains is an important driver of economic 

inequality deeply rooted in American politics and policies.  

Some of our work on these issues: 

How the U.S. Retirement Savings System Magnifies Wealth Inequality (2016) 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/malaria-vaccine-near-finish-line-oxford-team-believes-s392cn7fb?fbclid=IwAR0GcxFViTIlzPrSeywvN3QwaDpNTrkeiconQyg02ExxgIDEfrrn4ON_XOw
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/gsk-made-malaria-vaccine-could-save-millions-of-children-in-africa-w3vhxht63
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/02/23/1045131/malaria-vaccine-save-lives/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/02/23/1045131/malaria-vaccine-save-lives/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/04/20/retirement-ira-inequality-budget/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/04/20/retirement-ira-inequality-budget/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/2016-diverse-risks-essay-polzer.pdf
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Including all workers in our retirement savings system requires 2 things: a 

universal tax credit and a secure place to invest it. Congress should be 

working on both. (2018) 

Half of Americans have no retirement savings — here’s how Congress can look 

out for them - Op-ed (2018) 

__________ 

 

COVID-19 Pandemic Pinches Finances of America’s Lower- 

and Middle-Income Families - Pew Research 

"The financial hardships caused by the COVID-19 recession in the U.S. were 

endured mostly by lower- and middle-income families. From 2019 to 2020, the 

median income of lower-income households decreased by 3.0% and the median 

income of middle-income households fell by 2.1%. In contrast, the median 

income of upper-income households in 2020 was about the same as it was in 

2019..." 

__________ 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/universal%20retirement%20savings%20system%205-27-18.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/half-of-americans-have-no-retirement-savings-heres-how-congress-can-look-out-for-them
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2022/04/20/covid-19-pandemic-pinches-finances-of-americas-lower--and-middle-income-families/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=35200d0c23-Weekly_2022_04_23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3e953b9b70-35200d0c23-399892789
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2022/04/20/covid-19-pandemic-pinches-finances-of-americas-lower--and-middle-income-families/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=35200d0c23-Weekly_2022_04_23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3e953b9b70-35200d0c23-399892789
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/economy-work/covid-19-the-economy/
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Taking the Right Off Autopilot - American Compass 

"I fell in love with politics as a little kid in 1956, when I spotted a big neon sign 

atop a downtown office building flashing its four capital letters to spell I . . . L I 

K E . . . I K E. Campaign ad budgets were not as lavish back then... 

"The decades that followed were an exciting time to be coming of age in the 

world of conservative ideas and Republican politics. The journey from 

Eisenhower to Goldwater to Nixon to Reagan was tumultuous, the intellectual 

combat fierce, and the eventual triumph exhilarating... 

"Conservatives are fond of warning that a government program, once 

established, never dies. The same, it turns out, can be said of conservative 

institutions. Fusionist think tanks established strong brands and large payrolls, 

and if the donors would keep giving, then the Cold War hawks would find new 

wars to start, the supply-siders new taxes to cut. They are still doing it today." 

_____ 

Could the Republican political philosophy of Ike and Abe resonate with 

members of both political parties today (see article below)?   A platform 

promoting personal liberty, caring government, and social spending targeted 

to need could compete well in today's fog of  identity politics and cultural 

warfare.  As evidenced just  below, however, the U.S. is far more unequal than 

when the nation was recovering from the shocks of the Great Depression and 

Second World War. 

https://americancompass.org/essays/taking-the-right-off-autopilot/


31 
 

 

The U.S. economy is more unequal now than when Ike ran for re-election.  In 

1956, the distribution of income was more compact (see above) and income at the 

top was taxed at a much higher rate.  Since the 1950s, income from labor has 

declined significantly relative to income from capital, which accrues mostly to 

people with higher salaries (below). 

 

Republican Party Platform of 1956 - American Presidency 

Project 

"On its Centennial, the Republican Party again calls to the minds of all 

Americans the great truth first spoken by Abraham Lincoln: 'The legitimate 

object of Government is to do for a community of people whatever they need to 

have done but cannot do at all, or cannot so well do, for themselves in their 

separate and individual capacities. But in all that people can individually do as 

well for themselves, Government ought not to interfere.' 

"Our great President Dwight D. Eisenhower has counseled us further: 'In all 

those things which deal with people, be liberal, be human. In all those things 

which deal with people's money, or their economy, or their form of government, 

be conservative.' 

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/01/09/trends-in-income-and-wealth-inequality/
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1958/demo/p60-027.html
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/employment-and-growth/a-new-look-at-the-declining-labor-share-of-income-in-the-united-states
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/employment-and-growth/a-new-look-at-the-declining-labor-share-of-income-in-the-united-states
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/republican-party-platform-1956
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/republican-party-platform-1956
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"While jealously guarding the free institutions and preserving the principles 

upon which our Republic was founded and has flourished, the purpose of the 

Republican Party is to establish and maintain a peaceful world and build at 

home a dynamic prosperity in which every citizen fairly shares." 

__________ 

Biden says US spending billions to make military vehicles 'climate friendly' - 

Fox 

Will the ICBMs of tomorrow leave more discrete carbon trails?   

__________ 

 

How Writing Off the Working Class Has Hurt the 

Mainstream Media - Nieman 

__________ 

Economic Justice Is Disability Justice - Century Foundation 

"The economic hardships people with disabilities face are prevalent in many 

aspects of life: disabled people are three times as likely as non-disabled people to 

experience food insecurity.6 And roughly half of U.S. adults who turn to 

homeless shelters have a disability. 

"Barriers to employment—including denial of reasonable accommodations and 

other forms of disability discrimination by employers, which remain pervasive 

more than three decades after the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was 

signed into law—are an important part of the picture. While some people’s 

disabilities may preclude full-time and/or traditional employment, millions of 

disabled people can and do work. Yet disabled workers in the United States face 

much higher rates of unemployment than their non-disabled peers. And as new 

analysis in this report finds, a stark pay gap means that disabled workers who 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-us-spending-billions-military-vehicles-climate-friendly
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-us-spending-billions-military-vehicles-climate-friendly
https://niemanreports.org/articles/how-writing-off-the-working-class-has-hurt-the-mainstream-media/
https://niemanreports.org/articles/how-writing-off-the-working-class-has-hurt-the-mainstream-media/
https://tcf.org/content/report/economic-justice-disability-justice/?mc_cid=4004ca2d26&mc_eid=dd7cf794e6&agreed=1&agreed=1
https://tcf.org/content/report/economic-justice-disability-justice/?mc_cid=4004ca2d26&mc_eid=dd7cf794e6&agreed=1&agreed=1#easy-footnote-bottom-6
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/management/2022/01/new-center-from-hud-and-hhs-helps-people-with-disabilities-find-housing/
https://www.ada.gov/2010_regs.htm
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are employed were paid an average of 74 cents on the dollar in 2020 compared 

with nondisabled workers." 

__________ 

 

Mental Health America Took In Less Than NAMI, But Paid Its CEO More. 

Covid Awareness Increased Donations. - Pete Earley 

Good reporting. Too many dollars are being sucked up by executives sitting atop 

non-profit bureaucracies festooning the tangled branches of government in 

Washington. More resources need to go to advocates at the state and local level 

where the hard work is done counseling patients and families and lobbying 

legislators. That said, of course there are some really good and competent people 

on non-profit staffs in D.C. On the other hand, many don't bother to return 

phone calls and emails from their own members. 

 

As Earley reports, a lot of the PPP money (forgiven loans) was used to subsidize 

non-profit CEO compensation. Since associations can influence Congress, it's not 

surprising that the Covid stimulus legislation was written and implemented to 

their advantage. Meanwhile, people with serious mental illnesses struggle to stay 

employed at low wage jobs or get on SSI if they can't function well enough in the 

work place.  

 

Of course, non-profit CEOs would be crazy not to take advantage of recent 

inflation in their salaries and availability of taxpayer dollars. Association chiefs 

in non-profits representing business who could pull down a couple hundred 

thousand dollars 15 years ago, now can leverage millions a year. 

 

Like Major League Baseball, the U.S. economy increasingly overpays a few stars 

at top and throws crumbs to those at the bottom. In baseball at least the stars 

have to perform to keep raking in the dollars. With non-profits lobbying 

Congress and the executive branch, not so much.  

http://www.peteearley.com/2022/04/19/mental-health-america-took-in-less-than-nami-but-paid-its-ceo-more-covid-awareness-increased-donations/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://www.peteearley.com/2022/04/19/mental-health-america-took-in-less-than-nami-but-paid-its-ceo-more-covid-awareness-increased-donations/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
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__________ 

Tenured Canadian professor fired after saying BLM 'destroyed' her 

university - Fox 

'Without upholding academic freedom, we have no ability to explore ideas,' the 

professor said 

__________ 

 

Aged care workers across Australia vote to take industrial 

action - Guardian 

"Union says vote overwhelmingly supports action that could include strikes and 

is likely to occur before federal election" 

__________ 

Resident Mortality And Worker Infection Rates From COVID-19 Lower In 

Union Than Nonunion US Nursing Homes, 2020–21 - HealthAffairs 

"...we found that unions were associated with 10.8 percent lower resident COVID-19 

mortality rates, as well as 6.8 percent lower worker COVID-19 infection rates. Substantive 

results were similar, although sometimes smaller and less precisely estimated, in sensitivity 

analyses." 

__________ 

Company wage tracker - EPI 

'The Company Wage Tracker looks at 66 large retail and food service firms, 

showing how many workers they employ, how much revenue they generate in 

U.S. operations, what they pay their CEOs, and what shares of their U.S. hourly 

https://www.foxnews.com/world/tenured-professor-fired-criticizing-blm-has-arbitration-date
https://www.foxnews.com/world/tenured-professor-fired-criticizing-blm-has-arbitration-date
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/apr/19/aged-care-workers-across-australia-vote-to-take-industrial-action
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/apr/19/aged-care-workers-across-australia-vote-to-take-industrial-action
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01687
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01687
https://www.epi.org/company-wage-tracker/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=e9aaf20867-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_4_13_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-e9aaf20867-58566973&mc_cid=e9aaf20867&mc_eid=5cea06732e
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workers fall within certain wage bands (from earning less than $10 per hour to 

earning at least $20 per hour).'  

__________ 

 

Pittsburgh planners ask: Is a $1,000-a-month ‘micro’ apartment 

affordable? - PublicSource 

__________ 

Improving the Federal Tax System for Gig Economy Participants - 

Tax Foundation 

__________ 

President Zelensky Is Not A Billionaire. So How Much Is He 

Worth? - Forbes 

https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-city-planning-affordable-rental-housing-apartments-baum-friendship/
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-city-planning-affordable-rental-housing-apartments-baum-friendship/
https://taxfoundation.org/gig-economy-workers/?mc_cid=9c878fe024&mc_eid=6ee619bbba
https://taxfoundation.org/gig-economy-workers/?mc_cid=9c878fe024&mc_eid=6ee619bbba
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattdurot/2022/04/20/president-zelensky-is-not-a-billionaire-so-how-much-is-he-worth/?cdlcid=5d2f3035953109375effc67f&utm_campaign=dailydozen&utm_content=uaddsubscribe&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&sh=25505d015bb0
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattdurot/2022/04/20/president-zelensky-is-not-a-billionaire-so-how-much-is-he-worth/?cdlcid=5d2f3035953109375effc67f&utm_campaign=dailydozen&utm_content=uaddsubscribe&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&sh=25505d015bb0
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Wealth Taxes in Europe - Tax Foundation 

Distribution of Household Wealth in the U.S. since 1989 - Fed data 

_____ 

Fair Taxes on America’s Billionaires and Giant Corporations Would Provide 

$252 Billion in Revenue Per Year to Help Slash Poverty and Reduce Hunger 

in the US - Oxfam 

Faulty assumption from the left. Extracting $$ from the top 1% does not mean 

the money magically will be transferred to people in the bottom 10%. The top 

20% would probably get a good share of benefits from tapping the richest since 

the doctor-lawyer-managerial sector has political pull with both parties. Well-off 

liberals point at "billionaires" for tax increases needed for government services 

and subsidies while resisting tax increases for themselves. Conservatives just say 

no - and screw the poor. 

_____ 

America's Highest Earners and Their Taxes Revealed - 

ProPublica 

https://taxfoundation.org/net-wealth-tax-europe-2022/?mc_cid=85a64ab869&mc_eid=6ee619bbba
https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/z1/dataviz/dfa/distribute/chart/#quarter:129;series:Net%20worth;demographic:networth;population:1,3,5,7;units:levels
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/press/fair-taxes-on-americas-billionaires-and-giant-corporations-would-provide-252-billion-in-revenue-per-year-to-help-slash-poverty-and-reduce-hunger-in-the-us/?emci=403fa38f-37bf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=a92ecb5e-41bf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/press/fair-taxes-on-americas-billionaires-and-giant-corporations-would-provide-252-billion-in-revenue-per-year-to-help-slash-poverty-and-reduce-hunger-in-the-us/?emci=403fa38f-37bf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=a92ecb5e-41bf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/press/fair-taxes-on-americas-billionaires-and-giant-corporations-would-provide-252-billion-in-revenue-per-year-to-help-slash-poverty-and-reduce-hunger-in-the-us/?emci=403fa38f-37bf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&emdi=a92ecb5e-41bf-ec11-997e-281878b83d8a&ceid=4028676
https://projects.propublica.org/americas-highest-incomes-and-taxes-revealed/
https://projects.propublica.org/americas-highest-incomes-and-taxes-revealed/
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__________ 

NYC landlords filing so many eviction cases that firms for low-income tenants 

have run out of lawyers - NY Daily News 

 

New York City moves just FIVE people into shelters after clearing 239 homeless 

encampments in sweep championed by Eric Adams - Daily Mail 

__________ 

 

8,000 Nurses Strike In CA – Inspired by Starbucks Workers, Verizon Retail 

Workers Win Rare Union Election - Payday Report 

__________ 

 

Loyalist Militiaman at the Moment of Death, Cerro Muriano, September 5, 1936 

https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/manhattan/ny-landlords-evictions-public-defenders-housing-court-state-courts-20220406-giqtjw3f4re3pdb674rvfez4oa-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/manhattan/ny-landlords-evictions-public-defenders-housing-court-state-courts-20220406-giqtjw3f4re3pdb674rvfez4oa-story.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10674771/NYC-cleared-239-homeless-camps-Eric-Adamss-sweep-just-5-people-moved-shelters.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10674771/NYC-cleared-239-homeless-camps-Eric-Adamss-sweep-just-5-people-moved-shelters.html
https://paydayreport.com/payday-tracks-1900th-strike-8000-nurses-strike-in-ca-inspired-by-starbucks-workers-verizon-retail-workers-win-rare-union-election/
https://paydayreport.com/payday-tracks-1900th-strike-8000-nurses-strike-in-ca-inspired-by-starbucks-workers-verizon-retail-workers-win-rare-union-election/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cerro_Muriano
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The Spanish Civil War: A Trial Run for World War II - 

National Interest 

Ukraine.  Spain.  Again?... As the the U.S. and its allies vow to help fight the 

Russians "to the last Ukrainian," can the Spanish Civil War provide insights?  

“History Doesn't Repeat Itself, but It Often Rhymes” – Mark Twain. 

__________ 

The impacts of the 2021 expanded child tax credit on family employment, 

nutrition, and financial well-being - Brookings 

_____ 

Strengthening Family Tax Benefits in Massachusetts - Niskanen Center 

Key Takeaways 

• The state Child Tax Credit established last year in Massachusetts has been 

an effective tool for supporting families. Lawmakers in the state should 

build on its success by expanding it. 

• The child tax credit is distributionally progressive, delivering a larger 

relative boost to lower-income families. It is also effective at reducing 

racial inequities. 

• In addition to expanding the credit, lawmakers should consider removing 

the 2-child cap on eligible children and allowing the full credit to be 

accessed by families regardless of whether the children are enrolled in 

paid-childcare arrangements. 

• This brief presents several options for reform, detailing their likely 

distributional and budgetary impacts. 

__________ 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-spanish-civil-war-trial-run-world-war-ii-17086
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-spanish-civil-war-trial-run-world-war-ii-17086
https://truthout.org/articles/chomsky-us-policy-toward-putin-assures-no-path-to-de-escalation-in-ukraine/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-impacts-of-the-2021-expanded-child-tax-credit-on-family-employment-nutrition-and-financial-well-being/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-impacts-of-the-2021-expanded-child-tax-credit-on-family-employment-nutrition-and-financial-well-being/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/strengthening-family-tax-benefits-in-massachusetts/
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The Kids Are Not Alright — Congress must extend the 

Child Tax Credit and adequately fund childcare - 

MedpageToday 

Households With Children That Struggled to Cover Household Expenses Were 

at Least Twice as Likely to Rely on CTC - US Census Bureau 

__________ 

AEI housing market indicators, March 2022 

 

"Rampant Home Price Appreciation (HPA) continues to rise with the national 

rate of HPA for February 2022 coming in at 17.0% (preliminary), up from 

11.8% in February 2021." 

https://www.medpagetoday.com/opinion/second-opinions/98242
https://www.medpagetoday.com/opinion/second-opinions/98242
https://www.medpagetoday.com/opinion/second-opinions/98242
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/02/harder-to-pay-bills-now-that-child-tax-credit-payments-have-ended.html?utm_campaign=20220228msacos1ccstors&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:~:text=Households%20With%20Children%20That%20Struggled,Likely%20to%20Rely%20on%20CTC&text=More%20households%20with%20children%20had,Pulse%20Survey%20(HPS)%20results
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/02/harder-to-pay-bills-now-that-child-tax-credit-payments-have-ended.html?utm_campaign=20220228msacos1ccstors&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:~:text=Households%20With%20Children%20That%20Struggled,Likely%20to%20Rely%20on%20CTC&text=More%20households%20with%20children%20had,Pulse%20Survey%20(HPS)%20results
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/aei-housing-market-indicators-march-2022/
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_____ 

‘Sitting on a time bomb’: Mobile home residents at risk in red-hot housing 

market - Virginia Mercury 

_____ 

Millions of Americans are resorting to risky ways to buy an affordable home - 

NPR 

__________ 

 

Ancient skeletons, funerary practices, and DNA reveal layers of inequality in past societies. 

The Archaeology of Inequality - MIT Press Reader 

__________ 

Opinion: This religious season reminds us of faith’s liberating promise - 

WaPost 

"...at moments of crisis, people of faith cannot avoid taking a stand. This was 

true during the civil rights struggle of the 1960s, and it is true now in light of the 

crisis confronting our multiracial and multireligious democracy. Making clear 

that no party, ideology or faith tradition has a monopoly on God’s blessings 

would be a good starting point." 

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution has created conditions for a 

competitive market for religion.  But in markets for goods and services, not so 

much. 

https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/04/15/sitting-on-a-time-bomb-mobile-home-residents-at-risk-in-red-hot-housing-market/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=33ee8181-469c-4fe5-89de-b8719405acce
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/04/15/sitting-on-a-time-bomb-mobile-home-residents-at-risk-in-red-hot-housing-market/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=33ee8181-469c-4fe5-89de-b8719405acce
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/14/1092560617/millions-of-americans-are-resorting-to-risky-ways-to-buy-an-affordable-home?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/14/1092560617/millions-of-americans-are-resorting-to-risky-ways-to-buy-an-affordable-home?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/the-archaeology-of-inequality/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/17/this-religious-season-reminds-us-faiths-liberating-promise/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/17/this-religious-season-reminds-us-faiths-liberating-promise/
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__________ 

 

     Cross with Red Sky - Georgia O'Keeffe (1929) 

__________ 

Sunday, April 17, 2022 

__________ 

Easter Essay: Is the Golden Rule Enough? Mathematics of the Two Great 

Commandments 

Celebration of death and new life for all including worshipers of the great god of 

modern science, Big Bang, and his/her/its consort, Assumptions. 

_____ 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Easter%20essay%20-%20Mathematics%20of%20the%20Two%20Great%20Commandments%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Easter%20essay%20-%20Mathematics%20of%20the%20Two%20Great%20Commandments%20.pdf
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Urizen - William Blake 

__________ 

 

 

Budget researchers to Pittsburgh: Tax the rich, and UPMC - PublicSource 

__________ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urizen
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-tax-budget-gainey-peduto-upmc-nonprofit/?mc_cid=61362c453a&mc_eid=efd0a288e6
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-tax-budget-gainey-peduto-upmc-nonprofit/?mc_cid=61362c453a&mc_eid=efd0a288e6
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Tucker Carlson praises Amazon union leader: ‘I’m rooting 

for you’ - NY Post 

Interesting.  But workers beware of ravenous wolves in both parties.  Is Carlson 

stroking you because AOC's not showing up provides a chance to sow discord in 

a traditionally Dem base? What would Rs do for you?  To get a better read their 

intentions, ask about their positions on the minimum wage, paid sick days, and 

union suppression laws. 

For their part, the Dems who left you hanging think they have the labor vote in 

their pocket.  But their actions show they do the most for upper-middle class 

professionals, bureaucrats, select gender and racial groups and their cultural 

causes, and (like Rs) business interests.  Like Rs, they play cultural head games 

to pit selected subgroups of have-nots against each other. 

The "expert class" supporting both Progressive and Neo-liberal political royalty 

is becoming dumbed-down as the ratio of advanced degrees to common sense 

and innate intelligence grows.  For example, even though the Administration and 

Congress employ more PhD economists than the Founding Fathers had slaves, 

none figured out that pumping mega-dollars through well-off families and 

businesses that didn't need them would trigger inflation.  None are willing to 

target financial help to those most in need, which would do the most good while 

minimizing inflation risk. 

AOC, Bernie, and others on the left practice sound-bite economics.  The zombie 

crooners on the right chanting "tax cuts/trickle down" are no better. 

__________ 

Trans doctor who helps teens transition says it’s now ‘gone too far’ - NY Post 

https://nypost.com/2022/04/15/tucker-carlson-praises-amazon-union-drive-im-rooting-for-you/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://nypost.com/2022/04/15/tucker-carlson-praises-amazon-union-drive-im-rooting-for-you/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
https://nypost.com/2022/04/15/transitions-have-gone-too-far-trans-psychologist/?utm_campaign=iphone_nyp&utm_source=mail_app
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Trendy?  Social pressure?  Medical necessity?  Kids, it's a lot more expensive 

and permanent than getting a tattoo.  

_____ 

The staggering costs of being transgender in the US, where even patients with 

health insurance can face six-figure bills - Insider 

Paying for Transgender Surgeries - Investopedia 

Land of liberty - but not for all.  The U.S. health care "system" increasingly 

covers removing, re-styling sex organs for those at the top, while providing no 

health insurance for 28 million at the bottom. 

__________ 

 

George Will on conservatism, capitalism, and our elites’ 

‘unblemished record of failure’ - Hub 

"My view is that the worst outcome of politics is tyranny. The form of tyranny to 

which democracies are prey is the tyranny of the majority. I’m with John Stuart 

Mill in worrying about this. I’m with James Madison in worrying about this." 

Still a conservative but..."I have however become more libertarian, in the sense 

that being 50 years and counting now at the centre of American government in 

Washington has made me wary of the capture of the government by rent-seekers. 

That’s an economist term for those who try to bend public power to private 

advantage, either to confer favours on themselves or impediments on 

competitors."  

__________ 

https://www.ladbible.com/news/weird-tattoo-addict-who-had-his-penis-removed-shares-post-surgery-pictures-20181129
https://www.businessinsider.com/transgender-medical-care-surgery-expensive-2019-6
https://www.businessinsider.com/transgender-medical-care-surgery-expensive-2019-6
https://www.investopedia.com/paying-for-transgender-surgeries-5184794
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-274.html
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-274.html
https://thehub.ca/2021-11-08/george-will-conservatism-capitalism-and-our-elites-unblemished-record-of-failure/
https://thehub.ca/2021-11-08/george-will-conservatism-capitalism-and-our-elites-unblemished-record-of-failure/
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Will: $1.6 trillion in student debt is a monument to destructive assumptions 

-  Roanoke Times 

"The loan payment pause is progressives’ second-favorite regressive policy, 

second only to raising (if not abolishing) the cap on their affluent voters’ 

deductions of blue states’ high state and local taxes. 

"A Brookings Institution study says about a third of student debt is owed by the 

wealthiest 20% of households (only 8% by the bottom quintile), and it is 

disproportionately held by those with advanced degrees, who have especially 

high lifetime earning potential." 

__________ 

Nursing home pay rule reveals CMS strategy on minimum staffing - 

McKnights 

You get what you pay for. If nursing home payment rates are raised,  states 

(Medicaid) and the feds (Medicare) need to ensure front line staff benefit along 

with owners, operators to ensure adequate labor supply and wages. Should feds 

create pay and staffing standards for both programs and fund accordingly? 

The Need for an Economically Feasible Nursing Home Staffing Regulation: 

Evaluating an Acuity-Based Nursing Staff Benchmark - Innovation in Aging 

__________ 

How did Russian oligarchs get their wealth? - Jerusalem 

Post 

Interesting cruise with stops in Israel and the U.S. 

_____ 

https://roanoke.com/opinion/columnists/will-1-6-trillion-in-student-debt-is-a-monument-to-destructive-assumptions/article_766710b8-baba-11ec-82fe-cffde4885ce2.html
https://roanoke.com/opinion/columnists/will-1-6-trillion-in-student-debt-is-a-monument-to-destructive-assumptions/article_766710b8-baba-11ec-82fe-cffde4885ce2.html
https://www.mcknights.com/news/nursing-home-pay-rule-reveals-cms-strategy-on-minimum-staffing/
https://www.mcknights.com/news/nursing-home-pay-rule-reveals-cms-strategy-on-minimum-staffing/
https://twitter.com/cebish/status/1514666209924460544?s=20&t=Ys0i7Hdoi8xxwsY4Hc3MSQ
https://www.medicaidplanningassistance.org/nursing-home-costs/
https://academic.oup.com/innovateage/advance-article/doi/10.1093/geroni/igac017/6551701?login=false#.YkImSbQx_8A.twitter
https://academic.oup.com/innovateage/advance-article/doi/10.1093/geroni/igac017/6551701?login=false#.YkImSbQx_8A.twitter
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/how-did-russian-oligarchs-get-their-wealth/ar-AAWdKtP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=96d0edd313dd43708654f231510e96d7
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/how-did-russian-oligarchs-get-their-wealth/ar-AAWdKtP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=96d0edd313dd43708654f231510e96d7
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Bill Browder’s ‘Red Notice’ 

__________ 

There’s a growing interest in wealth taxes on the super-rich. 

Here’s why it hasn’t happened - CNBC 

__________ 

17 L.A. gangs have sent out crews to follow and rob city’s wealthiest, LAPD 

says - LA Times 

Example of the 'private sector' stepping in where public policy has failed? 

__________ 

First crisis, then catastrophe - Oxfam 

"Unless G20 leaders, the IMF and the World Bank act immediately, crises of 

inflation, inequality and COVID-19 could push over a quarter of a billion more 

people into extreme poverty in 2022. 

__________ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/22/books/review/bill-browders-red-notice.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/09/theres-a-growing-interest-in-wealth-taxes-on-the-super-rich.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/09/theres-a-growing-interest-in-wealth-taxes-on-the-super-rich.html?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-04-12/17-gangs-targeting-los-angeles-mega-rich?utm_id=52802&sfmc_id=799098
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-04-12/17-gangs-targeting-los-angeles-mega-rich?utm_id=52802&sfmc_id=799098
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/first-crisis-then-catastrophe
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/first-crisis-then-catastrophe
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/first-crisis-then-catastrophe
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/first-crisis-then-catastrophe
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Can Wall Street and labor unions learn to get along? - CNN 

__________ 

When the Future of Work Means Always Looking For Your Next Job - Time 

__________ 

Transgender woman's op-ed regretting sex re-assignment surgery draws 

strong media reaction: 'Heartbreaking' - Fox 

"Corinna Cohn warned in the Washington Post against 'permanently altering 

your body'" 

__________ 

 

Progressive candidate opens big lead in Pennsylvania House primary - 

Politico 

"First elected to the state House in 2018, state Rep. Summer Lee is a lawyer who 

supports a $15 minimum wage, the Green New Deal and Medicare for All." 

__________ 

Seven ways Youngkin is trying to make his mark on General Assembly bills - 

Virginia Mercury 

__________ 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/04/13/investing/premarket-stocks/index.html
https://time.com/6165690/future-of-work-means-neverending-job-search/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++20220412+++body&et_rid=207563810&lctg=207563810
https://www.foxnews.com/media/transgender-woman-laments-sex-re-assignment-surgery-reaction
https://www.foxnews.com/media/transgender-woman-laments-sex-re-assignment-surgery-reaction
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/11/i-was-too-young-to-decide-about-transgender-surgery-at-nineteen/?itid=sf_opinions
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/04/12/emilys-list-poll-progressive-candidate-pennsylvania-house-primary-00024702?fbclid=IwAR34SLHcURoCBTFOay7eivO1m4TYNCPfw_e75aVe1GvbbS-twYJyClvc2K8
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/04/12/emilys-list-poll-progressive-candidate-pennsylvania-house-primary-00024702?fbclid=IwAR34SLHcURoCBTFOay7eivO1m4TYNCPfw_e75aVe1GvbbS-twYJyClvc2K8
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/04/12/six-ways-youngkin-is-trying-to-make-his-mark-on-general-assembly-bills/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=e0e64812-f962-41a2-b5fd-45c71a33b033
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/04/12/six-ways-youngkin-is-trying-to-make-his-mark-on-general-assembly-bills/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=e0e64812-f962-41a2-b5fd-45c71a33b033
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Americans are ‘wasting too much money on housing,’ says top 

economist—here are 4 ways to get ‘house rich’ - CNBC 

Some options: 

1. Shack up with the parents 

2. Rent out your home 

3. Move to a low-tax or no-tax state 

4. Downsize 

_____ 

Use this calculator to see how compound interest can help your money grow over 

time - CNBC 

Dear small-time capitalists:  This can be a helpful tool but it is incomplete 

without also factoring in the impact of inflation. To do that in this model, you can 

subtract your estimate of the inflation rate from the "average annual 

return."  So, if you think your average annual return will be 7% and average 

annual inflation with be 4%, you would subtract 4 from 7 and enter 3 in the 

model.  That will give you a better idea of what the purchasing value of your 

investment might be.  BTW, it doesn't appear that the model allows for negative 

rates of return, which are more likely during periods of high inflation such as 

what we are experiencing for the first time in decades. 

__________ 

Opinion: My mother was dying of covid. Being poor made it so much worse. - 

WaPost 

"My mother died several weeks ago in the covid-19 'red zone' of a nursing home 

in northeastern Pennsylvania, after having been bounced among three public 

hospitals over the last three weeks of her illness. The room in which she died 

looked as though it had been used for storage, with supplies and unused 

furniture stacked near her bed. No phone, no television, no dresser for her 

belongings. She had three roommates, one of whom screamed nearly incessantly. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/31/americans-are-wasting-too-much-money-on-housing-says-economist-heres-how-to-get-house-rich.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/31/americans-are-wasting-too-much-money-on-housing-says-economist-heres-how-to-get-house-rich.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/11/compound-interest-calculator.html?utm_content=Main&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR05EdimjkAFBYX_qhOwzhImbfCbWQJrtuye_Wt5q5Wj1a2ymkvQzGuENsE#Echobox=1649688553
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/11/compound-interest-calculator.html?utm_content=Main&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR05EdimjkAFBYX_qhOwzhImbfCbWQJrtuye_Wt5q5Wj1a2ymkvQzGuENsE#Echobox=1649688553
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/07/covid-deaths-are-bleakest-for-the-poor/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/07/covid-deaths-are-bleakest-for-the-poor/
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"Like many Americans, my mother was poor, on Medicare, and this was the best 

that could be done for her... 

"As someone who grew up in extreme poverty and spent much of my life 

uninsured or relying solely on government health-care programs, I realized long 

ago that there are two separate and very different health-care systems in this 

country: one for those with money, resources and good insurance, and another 

for those who lack those advantages." 

__________ 

 

Virginia becomes first state to ensure mental hospital patients, families have 

access to video visitation - Center on Capital & Social Equity 

The world now is slightly less unequal. 

__________ 

Get ready for a nasty inflation report - Axios 

__________ 

New Mexico Democrats Seek Tax Rebates Ahead of Election 

- US News/AP 

"Democratic lawmakers are pushing for one-time payments to New Mexico 

residents of $500 per individual or $1,000 per household to offset steep prices for 

fuel and raging inflation... 

"Republicans legislators warned that rebates would only stoke inflation further." 

https://archive.curbed.com/2019/5/17/18624872/no-childhood-home-off-the-grid-story
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Its%20law%20-%20Virginia%20Gov%20signs%20bill%20ensuring%20video%20visits%20in%20state%20hospitals%20April%2011%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Its%20law%20-%20Virginia%20Gov%20signs%20bill%20ensuring%20video%20visits%20in%20state%20hospitals%20April%2011%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Its%20law%20-%20Virginia%20Gov%20signs%20bill%20ensuring%20video%20visits%20in%20state%20hospitals%20April%2011%202022.pdf
https://www.axios.com/get-ready-for-a-nasty-inflation-report-de2b1d26-3abc-4be4-90d5-9f180b946c2e.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosmarkets&stream=business
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-mexico/articles/2022-04-05/new-mexico-democrats-seek-tax-rebates-ahead-of-election?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-mexico/articles/2022-04-05/new-mexico-democrats-seek-tax-rebates-ahead-of-election?&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_term=TPC
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As we've said before, targeting  relief to people at the bottom does the most good 

with the least impact on inflation.  Giving people who don't need it more 

money  stimulates demand  that can drive up prices especially if supply is 

constrained. Giving low-income people enough to survive inflated prices keeps 

demand steady. 

__________ 

 

American Pie: Corporations Have Changed How They Slice Up 

Each Dollar of Revenue. Guess Who Benefits? - Capital & Main 

"Compared with 60 years ago, workers are getting less and shareholders are 

getting more — sometimes a lot more." 

__________ 

 

The Secret Plot To Unleash Corporate Power - BIG 

__________ 

https://capitalandmain.com/american-pie-corporations-have-changed-how-they-slice-up-each-dollar-of-revenue-and-guess-who-benefits
https://capitalandmain.com/american-pie-corporations-have-changed-how-they-slice-up-each-dollar-of-revenue-and-guess-who-benefits
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/the-secret-plot-to-unleash-corporate?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTE3NDcwNDQsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0OTQ2MTUyOSwiZXhwIjoxNjQ5NDY1MTI5LCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMTE1MjQiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.IayZ1n9NmP9GjEdGoJh5y8NYx3Y6hL9egbyJCOf8uMA&s=r
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Marc Chagall, “Ukrainian Family,” 1941-1943 

__________ 

Sunday, April 10, 2022 

_____ 

"The various modes of worship, which prevailed in the Roman world, were all 

considered by the people, as equally true; by the philosopher, as equally false; and 

by the magistrate, as equally useful." - The History of the Decline and Fall of the 

Roman Empire, 1776, Vol. I, Ch. II 

__________ 

 

Ibn Khaldoun and Nikolay Trubetskoy: Nomads vs. sedentary populations - 

Global Inequality 

https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/ibn-khaldoun-and-nikolay-trubetskoy?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTE4OTk4ODMsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0OTU4OTk4MSwiZXhwIjoxNjQ5NTkzNTgxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMzcxMzA5Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.bWEEo2O0Ui62YKjcVw2u1iglfsHJau2iZ-IM8pckqaU&s=r
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/ibn-khaldoun-and-nikolay-trubetskoy?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNTkzMzcyNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6NTE4OTk4ODMsIl8iOiJUR0RudiIsImlhdCI6MTY0OTU4OTk4MSwiZXhwIjoxNjQ5NTkzNTgxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMzcxMzA5Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.bWEEo2O0Ui62YKjcVw2u1iglfsHJau2iZ-IM8pckqaU&s=r
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"Trubetskoy’s encomium of a nomadic empire appears empty and the suggestion 

that Russia should find its world role as inheritor of such an empire makes sense 

only in a geographical sense since the Russia of the past two centuries is 

contained within the area circumscribed by the Mongol empire, but is 

substantively meaningless. Nothing shows better how meaningless it is than lack 

of encouragement to economic and political advancement that, as Ibn Khaldoun 

pointed out more than seven centuries ago, is immanent to all nomadic empires." 

Comment: A biological Darwinian analysis of nomadic power might produce a 

different assessment of winners and losers: that is, whose genes get passed on in 

the stream of life. This process could interact with the political cultural process. 

One involves human hardware, the other software. Fixed social and governance 

structures weakened for whatever reason including internal decay, corruption, 

hoarding/inequality, etc., can boast superiority of culture but also  can be 

deficient in the  basic strength and energy nomads need for everyday survival. 

 

Caregiving without a paycheck - WaPost 

"Beyond those who have already quit their jobs, many more are at risk of 

leaving the workforce in the coming years if caregiving needs go unaddressed. 

One in 5 workers are balancing paid work with part-time care duties, putting 

them at heightened risk of resigning, according to the Rosalynn Carter Institute 

for Caregivers. 

"'It’s the biggest driver of inequality that nobody talks about: The caregiving 

burden falls almost completely on the shoulders of women,' said Ai-jen Poo, co-

founder and executive director of the National Domestic Workers Alliance, a 

nonprofit advocacy group. 'We have massive demand for care and the only 

people doing the work are women, whether they’re trying to juggle it with paid 

work or are being paid poverty wages to help with care.'" 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/04/04/caregiving-economy-adults-work/
https://www.rosalynncarter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Invisible-Overtime-White-Paper.pdf
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BTW, one example of unpaid caregiving in the WaPost article may actually be 

paid caregiving: 

"Brooke Day quit her job as a concierge at a Washington, D.C., apartment building in 

October, shortly after her 60-year-old mother suffered a stroke that took away her ability 

to do even simple things without help. It’s the first time that Day, 38, has been out of work 

for more than a few weeks, and she says she has no idea when she might return. 

"'She can’t do anything unassisted, not even eat,' said Day, who receives about $280 a day 

from Medicaid to care for her mother. '… Until my mother leaves this Earth, I will be out 

of the workforce.'" 

Medicaid payment of $280 a day is more than twice as much as a person would 

make providing care in a nursing home or assisted living facility. 

In the bigger picture:  Total national work = paid work + unpaid work, where 

"work" means activity producing value for people and businesses.  Question: is 

work making tobacco products paid at $20 an hour more important than nursing 

home care paid at $15 hour, or unpaid home care provided by family members?   

_____ 

The Limited Recovery of Labor Supply - from the Fed's latest monetary 

policy report to Congress 

"Caregiving: Many individuals who have left the labor force have taken on 

caregiving responsibilities during the pandemic, accounting for an additional 0.4 

percentage point of the LFPR shortfall as of December 2021.4 Caregiving 

responsibilities among parents of school-aged children exerted a large drag on 

labor supply in 2020, when schools were largely closed. This drag on labor 

supply eased over the course of 2021 as schools reopened, although the ongoing 

pandemic may leave parents unsure whether in-person schooling could be 

disrupted again.  

"Other caregiving responsibilities (for example, elder care) remain a drag on 

labor supply, accounting for nearly all of the negative contribution of this 

category to the LFPR." (emphasis added) 

__________ 

Starbucks Union Adds 6 More Stores, This Time With Overwhelming 

Approval - Newsweek 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/2022-02-mpr-part1.htm#xthelimitedrecoveryoflaborsupply-513ccedc
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/2022-02-mpr-part1.htm#xthelimitedrecoveryoflaborsupply-513ccedc
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/2022-02-mpr-part1.htm#xthelimitedrecoveryoflaborsupply-513ccedc_fn4
https://www.newsweek.com/starbucks-union-3-more-stores-new-york-1696142
https://www.newsweek.com/starbucks-union-3-more-stores-new-york-1696142
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__________ 

 

As Bozeman Rents Nearly Double, Activists Struggle to Stay - Payday Report 

__________ 

U.S. life expectancy falls for 2nd year in a row - NPR 

U.S. life expectancy continued to drop in 2021, new analysis shows- WaPost 

Like most U.S. research on life expectancy, this new study focuses on differences 

between races.  To help develop effective policy responses, more research is 

needed on differences in economic status and strata including income and wealth 

measures. 

In a 2015 report, the National Academy of Sciences compared the 1930 and 1960 

birth cohorts and found that life expectancy for the bottom quintile of men at age 

50 decreased slightly to 26.1 years over the 30-year period. Meanwhile, life 

expectancy rose for men age 50 in higher-income quintiles. As shown in the chart 

below, the life expectancy gap between the bottom (quintile 1) and top fifth of the 

income distribution widened from 5.1 to 12.7 years. 

 

https://paydayreport.com/as-bozeman-rents-nearly-double-activists-struggle-to-stay/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/04/07/1091398423/u-s-life-expectancy-falls-for-2nd-year-in-a-row
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2022/04/07/life-expectancy-covid/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.05.22273393v1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK321304/
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_____ 

Some of our work on this issue: 

A Widening Gap in Life Expectancy Makes Raising Social Security’s 

Retirement Age a Particularly Bad Deal for Low-Wage Earners - Society of 

Actuaries 

 

Will Growing Inequality Make Social Security & LTC Financing Fixes 

Harder? - 2020 Society of Actuaries Living to 100 Symposium  

__________ 

Capitalism normalizes death: From COVID-19 to the threat 

of nuclear war - WSWS 

Dear Trotskyists: There are a few of us thinking about these issues.  Check out 

our recent essay. 

BTW, this and other articles on the WSWS often contain facts and details not 

found in the mainstream media including the description here of recent nuclear 

arms escalation.  Most people don't have the stomach to wade through the 

political rhetoric to glean what  might be useful information. 

__________ 

 

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/SOA%20Living%20to%20100%20-%201-14-2020%20%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/SOA%20Living%20to%20100%20-%201-14-2020%20%20.pdf
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/04/09/pers-a09.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/04/09/pers-a09.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
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US Policy Toward Russia Is Blocking Paths to De-escalation 

in Ukraine: Chomsky interview/truthout 

"While there is appreciation in the Global South for the fact that at long last 

Western intellectuals and the political class are coming to perceive that 

aggressors can commit hideous crimes, they seem to feel that it is perhaps a little 

late, and curiously skewed, as they know from ample experience. They are also 

able to perceive that Westerners consumed with moral outrage over the crimes of 

enemies are still able to maintain their usual silence while their own leaders 

carry out terrible crimes right now — in Afghanistan, Yemen, Palestine, Western 

Sahara, and all too many other places where they could act at once, and 

expeditiously, to mitigate or end these crimes. 

"...Crucially, to repeat, current U.S. policy is to 'fight to the last Ukrainian' while 

offering no way to save Ukraine from further tragedy and in fact undermining 

such hopes by informing Putin that he has no way out: It’s The Hague or 

proceed to destroy Ukraine." 

Clear analysis even if one doesn't entirely share his perspective or policy frame. 

__________ 

How Russia rescued the ruble - NPR 

__________ 

News Blog: March 9 - April 7, 2022 - Click here 

https://truthout.org/articles/chomsky-us-policy-toward-putin-assures-no-path-to-de-escalation-in-ukraine/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=85a2b87e-1833-4492-a22e-ac10564d5c27
https://truthout.org/articles/chomsky-us-policy-toward-putin-assures-no-path-to-de-escalation-in-ukraine/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=85a2b87e-1833-4492-a22e-ac10564d5c27
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2022/04/05/1090920442/how-russia-rescued-the-ruble?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/news%20log%20-%20March%209%20-%20April%207%20%202022%20-%20Center%20on%20Capital%20%26%20Social%20Equity.pdf

